THE 


VIRGINIA MAGAZINE 


OF 


HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. 


XVII, JANUARY, 1909. No. 1 


THE RANDOLPH MANUSCRIPT. 


VIRGINIA SEVENTEENTH CENTURY RECORDS. 


From the Original in the Collection of the Virginia Historical Society, 


(CONTINUED) 


EXTRACTS FROM VIRGINIA RECORDS, 1627-29. 


December 4th, 1627. Francis West Governor. A proclama- 
tion to be carefull of the Indians the English having discovered 
their intention to go to war next Spring dated April 12th, ’27. 

The price of Tobacco falling on the petition of Adventurers 
the Court resolves the people shal] pay their Debts this Year 
and that they will proceed according to Equity and Justice and 
pass by the Law where too rigorous. 4 December 1627. 

Another Proclamation’ not to spend Powder at meetings drink- 
ings Marriages and Entertainments &c because a War is 
expected with Indians next Spring, as it happened last Summer. 


1For a long period during the 17th century the Virginia 'authorities 
tried to prevent waste of powder in firing salutes at weddings, entertain- 
ments and funerals. Like other laws relating to social customs it seems 
to have been difficult to carry it into effect. 
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Another Letter to Privy Council that the Governor Sir George 
Yeardley is dead in praise of whom much is said that they have 
chosen Captain Francis West Governor that there is nothing to 
support the Govern’r or other places but their private Estates. 
last Summer if they had not wanted Should [shot ?] they should 
hav entirely extirpated the Savages desire Soldiers and other 
Supplies and again pray against any Monopoly of their Tob- 
acco. December 20th, 1627. 

A Letter to Sir Robert Heath the King Attorney General in 
answer to a Letter of his that they cannot try the Goodness 
of the Tobacco made Last Year beiny all Shipp’d for delivery 
of which at London they have taken Security which they should 
have done to the Ships gone if they had not received the King’s 
Proclamation that no Tobacco’ should be imported into any of 
his Dominions without Licence under Great Seal of England 
that an Assembly shall be called to consult about Tobacco and 
that great Care shall be taken to make good Tobacco pray 
against Monopoly And that the King will be content with less 
than usual 1000 Men being lately come in and Commodities 
excessive dear hardly able to Subsist. 

John Pott Esquire Governor 20 March, 1628. Signs Several 
Commissions’ for Commanders of Several Precincts and hun- 
dreds and Necks and for Monthly Courts in Several places 
according to order of Court dated 7 March 1628. In which any 
3 of the Commissioners (Quorum unus) had Liberty to deter- 
mine Suits under roolb. Tobacco or the value And they are to 
keep Peace and Proclamations and punish breach thereof by 
fine or otherwise (except Life and Member proviso) parties may 
appeal to the Court held by the Governer and Council and they 
the said Commissioners are to keep records of all the Judge- 
ments Orders and other matters of moment And the Command- 
ers of hundreds were conservators of the peace and had the 
Care of the Militia. The said Governor also Sign’d Commis- 
sions to trade with the Indians in the Bay and Rivers and the 
Commander had power to punish his men according to the Laws 
of the sea, life excepted. 

The people making great Quantity of Tobacco and that bad 


*See Hening, I, 130-133. 
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for want of management and neglected the corn by which a 
great Scarcity is occasioned the Governor with the advice of the 
Council and General Assembly have ordered a Stint and 
appointed a way to manage Tobacco and to ablidge the plant- 
ing of Corn. 

April 30, 1628. 

Lord Baltimore’ and his family comes here from his Planta- 
tion at newfoundland the Oaths tendered him which he refused. 

The Assemblies answer to his majesty’s Letters about Tobacco 
and other Commodities dated June 16, 1628, that the rumour of 
monopolizing their Tobacco has Spoiled the Trade and disheart- 
ened the people from works of greater consequence deeming it 
a place wherein there could be no certainty or Stability of, their 
seeing all things are acted without their consent Thank the 
King for favours in dissolving former Contracts and for exhibit- 
ing [prohibiting ?] Spanish Tobacco that the raising other Staple 
Commodities mentioned in the King’s Letters is to great a work 
for so poor people to perfect and hope for his help therein as to 
Tobacco they agree the King shall have it all at 3s. 6. @ Ib. here 
that it shall be very good But if it must be delivered in England 
at 4s. per pound And if the King wont have all the Tobacco to 
let them after they have paid Custom for it transport so much as 
he will not have to Holland Ireland and Turkey and Elsewhere 
that the King may be sure of good Tobacco Sworn triers are 
appointed Plants to be set 4% foot distant and but 12 Leaves to 
a Plant instead of 25 or 30 cant agree to 6 Leaves Striping will 
spoil the Tobacco and hinder other work and war with Indians they 
have stinted Tobacco but not so much as required because the peo- 
ple owe much every Master may make 2oolb. and 125|b. fora 
Servant which will amount to 412,500 there being 3000 people 
here to accept of % in hand and the rest at 5 and 5 Months cant 
agree to, cant make pitch and Tar because not worth the pains 


3 George Calvert, first Lord Baltimore received in 1621 a patent for 
the southern part of Newfoundland which he named Avalon. He was 
greatly disappointed in the coldness and sterility of the country granted 
him and his visit to Virginia led to his applying for a grant of the ter- 
ritory now Maryland. This grant was made in 1632 but he died before 
all the legal formalities were completed and never saw the colony of 
which he was the founder. 
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they must be at having no Horses or Conveniences to bring in 
the Wood Pot ashes no body knows how to manage or make it. 
pipe Staves too great Labour for Little Profit freight so dear 
Iron they have sent samples of, but too great Expence for them 
to undertake falling Creek is a good place for an Iron work but 
the tools formerly sent there are all wasted or thrown into the 
River by the Indians in the Massacre. As for Mines of Gold, 
Silver Copper &c they hope the Mountains are very rich by a 
discovery 19 Years ago 4 days Journey from the falls of James 
River of a Silver Mine as is Supposed but want horses Car- 
riages &c for that business No Body knows anything of Vines 
the Vignerons not having learnt any body nor done any thing: 
however some are planted and kept pruned and grow well wish 
more Vignerons might be sent over There is no doubt but Bay 
Salt may be made here and the fishery is as good as that of 
Canada in all likelyhood. 

Several English men being taken prisoners by the Indians a 
peace is to be made til! they are delivered up & the English see 
a fit Opportunity to break it and a proclamation is issued out to 
make known that the Indians are not to be taken as friends 
but care to be taken of them as of Enemies in actual war. 
August 12, 1628. 

The Assembly’s petition to the King to take 500,000 pounds 
of Tobacco at the price in the foregoing answer and that they 
may transport the rest to Holland &c Lay all the ill Success 
upon the unconscionable Merchants. 

Then follows their several Petitions to the Privy Council to 
Henry Viscount Mandvill to Edward Earl of Dorset and to my 
Lord Lawar to do them good Offices and to prevent any con- 
tract by any unjust Merchant with the King for the sole benefit 
of Tobacco and then give commission to Sir Francis Wyat 
Knight Mr. Edward Bennet* and® Mr. Michael Marshal In 
the Name of this Colony to refuse the propositions of the Con- 
tract or establish them so that they may be at some certainty in 


*Edward Bennett an eminent London merchant and former member 
of the Virginia Company was uncle to Richard Bennett afterwards Gov- 
ernor of Virginia. 


5 Proof of independent Spirit of assembly. [Written on margin. ] 
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their Affairs to find how the Business of the Contract stands and 
to Join with the Agents of Bermudas and Saint Christophers 
against it To Settle the Custom and Import at 6d. @ lb. and to 
take of 6d. # Ib. of the price the Assembly set on Tobacco 
if the King refuses to give it upon Occasion to dispatch a Bark 
of 50 Tons for further Advise and to lade her with Arms Am- 
munition and Meal and other provisions and 20 Men To per- 
suade the Lords that the Importation of all Tobacco to London 
and prohibiting Spanish Tobacco will make that City the Staple 
of Tobacco and that other Countries will come there for it as 
they used to do to Spain which will greatly increase his Maj- 
esty’s Customs dated March the 2gth 1628. 

At a General Assembly held October 16, 1629 

John Pott Esq’r Governor orders Acts to be made to march 
against the Indians 3 times a Year 1st in November 2nd in 
March 3rd July. 

Tobacco Stinted to 3000 plants a Man and 2000 for Women 
and Children. 

Distress to be made for Levies and goods to be sold. 

Too poor to build forts at present. 

Fines for not going to Church and breaking the Sabbath. 

Workers in the Ground shall pay tithes to Ministers. 

November 6, 1629. He gives Commissions to go against 
Indians according to order of Court 9 Instant and utterly destroy 
them and the Commander has same power in punishing &c as 
the King’s Commission will give him Great Numbers of people 
arrive. 


GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL OF VIRGINIA TO THE PRIVY 
CoUNCIL IN REGARD TO LORD BALTIMORE. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords of his Majesty’s most 
Honourable Privy Council. 
Right Honourable 
May it please your Lordships to understand that about the 
Beginning of October last there arrived in this Colony the Lord 
Baltimore from his plantation in Newfoundland with an inten- 
tion as we are informed rather to plant himself to the Southward 
than Settle here altho since he has seemed well Affected to this 
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place and willing to make his residence therein with his whole 
Family we were readily inclined te render to his Lordship all 
those respects which were due to the honour of his person or 
which might testifie well with how much gladness we desire to 
receive and entertain him as being of that Eminence and degree 
whose presence and Affection might give great Advancement 
to the Plantation whereupon according to the Instructions from 
your Lordships and the usual Course in this place we tendered 
the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance to his Lordship and 
some of his followers who making profession of the Romish 
Religion utterly refused to take the same a thing which we 
could not have doubted in him whose former Employments 
under his late Majesty might have endeared to us a perswasion 
he would not have made denial of that in point whereof Con- 
sisteth the Loyalty and fidelity which every true Subject oweth 
unto his Sovereign His Lordship offered to take the Oath a 
Copy of which is included but in true discharge of the trust 
imposed in us by his Majesty we could not imagine that so 
much Latitude was left for us to decline from the prescribed 
form so strictly Exacted and so well Justified and defended 
by the pen of our late Sovereign King James of happy memory 
and among the many Blessings and Favours which we are bound 
to bless God and which this Colony hath received from his most 
gracious Majesty there is none whereby it hath been made more 
happy than in the freedom of our Religion which we have 
enjoyed and that no papists have been Suffered to Settle their 
abode amongst us the Continuance whereof we most humbly 
implore from his most sacred Majesty and Earnestly beseech 
your Lordships that by your Meditations and Councils the same 
may be Established and Confirmed unto us And we as our Duty 
is with the whole Colony shall always pray for his Majesty’s 
long Life and Eternal felicity from whose Royal hands this 
plantation must expect her Establishment and for whose honour 
God hath reserved so glorious a Work as the perfection thereof. 


We humbly take our Leaves 


Your Lordships very humble Serv’ ts. 
November g, 1629. 
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[Acts OF ASSEMBLY AT A SESSION BEGAN MARCH 
24, 1629-30. | 
[Printed in full, Hering, I, 147-153. Only brief abstracts are 
given in the manuscript. ] 


[EXTRACTS FROM VIRGINIA RECORDS, 1630-31. ] 


[The extracts given in the MS are printed in Hening I, 144- 
146 and 551, with a few exceptions. These are given immedi- 
ately below. | 

September 13, 1630. Cap’t Matthews to have Sole Trade in 
the bay a year for building the fort at point Comfort and after 
that the Governor and Council to have the benefit thereof. 

170 Men Levied to go and Search Silver Mines. 

October 8th, 1630. Capt. John West and Capt. John Utie 
seat Chiskiack* on Pamunky River and have 600 Acres apiece 


for it. 
February 23, 1630. Perjury punished by Pillory and loss 


of Ears. 

24. Order to proceed in the Salt work at Accomack. 

March 12, 1630. Land Given to Undertakers Saw mills. 

April 26, 1630. An Inquisition on the Body of William 
Stogdil, found felode se. 

March 26, 1530. Thomas Tindall to be pillory’d two Hours 
for Giving my Lord Baltimore the Lye and threatening to knock 


him down. 
April 27, 1630. a fine’ of a house and Gardens acknowledged. 


®Chiskiak on York River near the present Yorktown had recently 
been abandomed by the Indian tribe of that name which moved 
across the river into the present Gloucester. As this frontier of the 
Colony was a point of danger, special inducements were offered to 
those who would settle there. 

See this Magazine, V, 341. 

™There is no instance in our records of a fine of real estate being im- 
posed, so ‘‘fine’’ here is doubtless used in its old legal sense of a con- 
veyance of land. The first mention of fine and recovery in our laws 
is in an act of 1705, which prohibited its use, and declared that estates 
tail could only be barred by Act of Assembly (ening, III, 320.) In the 
the early Virginia records in the Library of Congress, is a minute that a 
fine for land in Essex, England, was acknowledged at Jamestown. 
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October 6, 1631. Orders of Court under Signet. 

Three Men laid Neck and heels during divine Service for 
nicknaming houses abusing men and their Wives and Night 
walking and if they do so again serve Colony 1 Year Ist time 
2 Years 2d 3 Years and so forward. 

A Councellor failing to attend Quarter Court to be fined 4os. 
to the Governor. 

The first informer of any Slanderous Reports against Gov- 
ernor and Council were to have the fine this day one was whipt 
and lost his fine for concealing such Slander. 

Hence forward a Court every Monday 14 Night to be held at 
James City one Councelor to be there every one to take his turn. 

Secretaries &c fees being Tobacco when 12d. #% pound are 
now Altered to Money at that rate because Tobacco is fallen. 

Secretary to take up for his place 600 Acres of Land as near 
to James City as he can. 


[Acts or ASSEMBLY AT SESSION BEGUN FEBRUARY 21, 1631. ] 


[Brief abstracts are given of the laws printed in Henzng, I, 
153-177.] 


[HousE OF BURGESSES TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL 
MARCH 6, 1631. ] 


The Burgesses write to the Privy Council 6 March 1631 ex- 
pressing Joy that the King had commissionated them to take 
Care of this Country, desire a favourable interpretation of the 
Acts of Assembly now sent That all former Grants Liberties and 
Priviledges may be confirmed according to Letters Patents 
Granted since dissolution of the Company pray for a free Trade 
every where except Tobacco and that no Undertakers may 
intrench upon the Limits of this Plantation to 25th of June 1625 
all new comers had 50 Acres pray confirmation thereof and 
that all since have 25 and all for 7 Years to come 12 Acres, 
that a Coin debased to 25 per Cent be sent hither tell them the 
great Charge of Building the fort and pray that the Land 
Adjoining to it to help to pay for it Complain of their poverty 
by means of unconscionable Merchants and pray allowance of 
their Act to make Tobacco 6d. @ Ib. that none but planters 
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have Liberty to trade in the Bay That the Governor is forced to 
spend his own Estate the former means for Governors gone 
therefore recommend his Case to their Consideration that Cap- 
tain Samuel Mathews has spent his fortunes about fort and pray 
the Customs thereof be granted him And beg them deliver their 
petition to the King (which is not entred). 


[GovERNOR AND COUNCIL TO THE PRivy CoUNCIL. ] 


The Governor and Council also the same day wrote to the 
Privy Council excuse their not having got better Staple than 
Tobacco, and the forms of their Acts wanting Men Capable to 
do it pray for Tradesmen and others and Ministers to come 
want miners to go on with Iron that the [illegible] of the rents 
may be now demanded that all ought to be oblidged to seat and 
refer to the Burgesses’ Letters. 


[TRADING CoMMISSION TO NATHANIEL BASSE, 1631. ] 


Sir John Harvey Kn’t Governor Signs a Commission 6 March 
1631 to Nathaniel Basse to trade between 34 and 41 Northerly 
Latitude or to go to New England Nova Scotia and the West 
India Islands with Instructions to Invite the Inhabitants hither 
if any so inclined Especially if those of New England dislike 
coldness of the Climate or barrenness of the Soil to offer them 
Delawar Bay offer Corn at 25s. per Barrel or 15s. if they fetch 
it and Cattle Goats and hoggs at good rates and Several Com- 
missions to trade to the Dutch plantations and Canida and also 
Commissions for Monthly Courts in which he gives the same 
power as Justices of the peace and requires the Commissioners 
to proceed according to the Laws of England all causes under 
5% he gives a Commission to discover unknown places to Clay- 
born. 


[RoyaL ComMIsSsION® TO THE EARL OF DORSET AND OTHERS 
TO CONSIDER THE STATE OF VIRGINIA, JUNE 17, 1631.] 


Charles by the Grace of God King of England Scotland 


8 Many of the commissioners appvinted were men of note and a num- 
ber of them had been members of the liberal faction in the Virginia 
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France and Ireland Defender of the Faith &c To our Trusty 
and well beloved Cousins and Councellors Edward Earl of Dor- 


Company. The Earl of Dorset, as Sir Edward Sackville had in 1623, 
been rebuked by the king for the fiery manner in which he had defended 
the Southampton-Sandys-party. He was grandson of Thomas Sack- 
ville first Earl of Dorset better known as Lord Buckhurst who has a 
place in the early history of the English drama as the author of Ferrex 
and Porrex. Henry Danvers (1575-1644) Earl of Danby and K. G. 
was a distinguished soldier seeing much service in the Low Countries, 
France and Ireland. Dudley Carleton, Viscount Dorchester, spent a 
large part of his life as English ambassador to various European 
powers. The collection of letters written to and by him constitute one 
of the most valuable sources of information in regard to the time. 
John Pory, speaker of the first Virginia Assembly, was one of his friends. 
Sir John Coke (1563-1644) was Secretary of State 1620-1639. His 
elder brother Sir Francis Coke, of Trusley was ancestor of John Coke 
who emigrated to Virginia and founed the family of the name here. 


Sir John Davers or Danvers (1588 ?-1655) had been a zealous member 
of the liberal wing of the Virginia Company and is said to have been in- 
strumental in procuring the copies of the records which now exist. He 
took the side of Parliament in the civil wars, was one of King Charles’ 
judges and signed the death warrant. His first wife was the widowed 
mother of George Herbert the Poet. 

Sir Robert Killegrew had been a prominent member of the Virginia 
Company. His connection with Governor Berkeley and the Wood- 
house family of Virginia has been noted in this Magazine, XV, 362, 
Sir Robert Heath (1575-1649) was appointed Solicitor General in 1621 
and Attorney General in 1625. He was a learned lawyer and assisted 
to the fullest extent of his powers in all of the arbitrary measures of the 
king. He was appointed Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, in 1631. 
but was suddenly removed in 1624 on account it was said, curious as it 
may seem, of leaning towards Puritanism. In 1642 when the king was 
at war with Parliament he was appointed Chief Justice of the King’s 
Bench, but in a few years fled abroad. 

Sir Henage Finch (d. 1631) was speaker of the House of Commons 
in 1625. He wasa first cousin of Governor Francis Wyatt of Virginia. 
Sir Henry Finch an uncle of Henage Finch was the father of Sir John 
Finch, speaker of the famous House of Commons, 1628-9, and of Henry 
Finch, who came to Virginia and was appointed to the Council in 1630 
(Virginia Magazine, V1, 384). Sir Dudley Digges long a leader of the 
opposition in Parliament and afterwards Master of the Rolls, was father 
of Edward Digges, Governor of Virginia. 

Sir John Wolstenholme was a member of the Virginia Company and 
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set Lord Chamberlain to our Dearest Consort the Queen Henry 
Earl of Danby and Dudley Viscount Dorchester one of our 
principal Secretaries of State To our Right trusty and well 
beloved Councellor Sir John Coke Knight one other of our prin- 
cipal Secretarys of State To our Trusty and well beloved Sir 
John Davers Knight Sir Robert Killegrew Knight Vice Cham- 
berlain to our Dearest Consort the Queen Sir Thomas Rowe 
Knight Sir Robert Heath Knight our Attorney General Sir 
Heneage Finch Knight Recorder of our City of London Sir 
Dudley DiggsKni ght Sir John Wolstenholm Knight Sir Fran- 
ces Wyat Knight Sir John Brook Knight Sir Kenelme Digby 
Knight Sir John Zouch Knight John Banks Esq’r Thomas Gibb 
Esq’r Samuel Rott Esq’r George Sand Esq’r John Wolsten- 
holme Esq’r Nicholas Farrar Esq’r Gabriel Barber Esq’r and 
John Farrar Esq’r Greeting Whereas Divers and Sundry Com- 
missions have been issued heretofore under the great Seal of 
England touching the Plantation in Virginia to some of you and 
others which have not taken that good effect hitherto which was 


was for thirty years closely connected with colonial affairs. Sir Francis 
Wyatt had been Governor of Virginia. Sir John Brook had also been a 
member of the Virginia Company and a patentee of land in the Colony. 
Sir Kenelm Digby (1603-1665) was an author, astrologer, mathematician, 
naval officer and diplomatist, and was one of the most brilliant and 
versatile man of the time. Before his marriage with the beautiful Ven- 
etia Stanley the scandalous chronicle of the time had much to say about 
her and the Earl of Dorset, and it might have been embarrassing for the 
two men to serve on the same commission, but it is stated that Digby 
so thoroughly forgave the fair Venetia that it was the custom for Dorset 
to dine once a year with the happy pair. 

Sir John Zouch and his son as is well known settled in Virginia. John 
Banks (1571-1630) of London, mercer, was a member of the Virginia 
Company. His daughter and heiress Ann married Edmund Waller the 
poet, But if Brown (Genesis, II, 823) gives the correct date of John 
Bank’s death the member of the commission must have been another 
man. Thomas.Gibbs had been a member of the Virginia Company. 
Samuel Wrote or Rott had been one of the leaders in the opposition to 
the Sandys faction in the Virginia Company. George Sandys and 
Nicholas and John Ferrar are too well known in connection with Vir- 
ginia to require further notice. Gabriel Barber was the very gener- 
ous member of the company who signing himself ‘‘ Dust and ashes,’’ 
gave £550 for the promotion of religion in Virginia. 
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expected and Whereas we intend for the better advancement 
of that Plantation that some settled course may be advised upon 
and Established as well for the Settling of the Interest of the 
present Planters and Adventurers there as for the encouraging 
of such others as shall and will be Willing to become planters 
and Adventurers there hereafter And for their better Adventur- 
ing how to Employ their time and Endeavors for the General 
good of this Country as well as for their own particular benefit. 

Know ye that we reposing Especial trust and Confidence in 
the approved Wisdoms Dexterities Experience fidelities and 
Integrities of you the said Earl of Dorset Earl of Danby Vis- 
count Dorchester Secretary Coke Sir John Davers Sir Robert 
Killegrew Sir Thomas Row Sir Robert Heath Sir Heneage 
Finch Sir Dudley Diggs Sir John Wolstenholme Sir Francis 
Wyat Sir John Brook Sir Kenelme Digby Sir John Zouch John 
Banks Thomas Gibbs Samuel Rott George Sands John Wol- 
stenholme Nicholas Farrar Gabriel Barber and John Farrar 
have Nominated Constituted Assigned and appointed and by 
these presents do nominate constitute and appoint and Assign 
You or any four or more of you to be our Commissioners Giving 
and by these presents granting unto you or any four or more 
of you full power and Authority from time to time to consider 
how and in what manner and Sorts the Estate of that plantation 
of our Colony or Plantation in Virginia hath been formerly and 
also what Commodities have been there advanced and raised 
since the first planting thereof until this time and how the 
Estate thereof standeth at the present and we do also give unto 
you or any four or more of you full power and Authority from 
time to time to treat upon and Consider what Commodities may 
from time to time be advanced and raised in those parts which 
may be more profitable and advantageous for the said Colony 
or Plantation may be the better advanced hereafter We do hereby 
Give unto You or any four or more of you full power and 
Authority (by these presents) to consider propose and set down 
from time to time by what good ways and means and in what 
manner the said Colony and Plantation may be from time to 
time better advanced and settled in future times and for the 
better performance of this our Service we do hereby give unto 
you or any four or more of you full power and Authority to call 
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unto you or any four or more of you such Person or Persons 
as you or any four or more of you in your discretions shall think 
fit for your better information in the Premisses and with them 
or any of them from time to time to consult and treat that 
thereby you may be the better instructed in anything touching 
the premisses and further our Will and Pleasure is that you our 
said Commissioners or any four or more of you after due con- 
siderations and deliberations had and debated by you or any 
four or more of you concerning the premisses do present unto 
us your Proceedings in or Concerning the premisses from time 
to time together with such propositions as you or any four or 
more of you from time to time shall set down and propound for 
the settling of the said Plantation and of the Interest of the 
present planters and Adventurers there and encourageing of 
such as shall be willing to become Planters and Adventurers in 
that place to the End we may thereupon from time to time 
declare our further Will and pleasure concerning the Premisses 
as we shall see best And Lastly our Will and Pleasure is that 
this Our Commission shall continue in force Notwithstanding 
the same be not from time to time Continued by Adjournm’t. 

In Witness &c Witness Our Selves at Westminster the Seven 
and twentieth day of June in the Seventh Year of our Reign 


over England &c. 
® Breve privito Sigillo. 


[ExTRACTS FROM VIRGINIA RECORDS, 1632-3. ] 


[Printed in Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
XIII, 387-390, and Hening, I, 552. ] 


[Acts OF ASSEMBLY BEGUN FEBRUARY I, 1632. ] 
[Brief abstracts of acts printed, Hening, 1, 202-209. ] 


[Acts OF ASSEMBLY BEGUN AUGUST, 1633. ] 


[Brief abstracts of acts printed, Hening, 1, 209-222. ] 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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VIRGINIA IN 1641-49. 


(Abstracts by W. N. Sarnssury, and copies in the McDonald and De 
Jarnette Papers, Virginia State Library. ) 


(CONTINUED) 


[Governor Wyatt had held office a little more than a year 
when he was superceded by Sir William Berkeley. No reason 
appears to show why Wyatt, so popular with the Virginia peo- 
ple, and apparently standing well with the English authorities, 
was so soon removed. Probably personal influences entirely 
unconnected with politics secured the place for Berkeley. 

The beginning of the period here treated of was marked by 
a continuance of the effort to re-establish the Virginia Company. 
Charles I was evidently friendly to many of the men who had been 
leaders in the Company, and at one time it appeared that the effort 
would succeed. George Sandys, who had been commissioned by 
the Virginia Assembly to protest against the reincorporation, 
is stated to have disobeyed his instructions and advocated it. 
The Assembly of April, 1642, then sent to England a ‘‘ Declara- 
tion against the Company,”’ and a ‘‘ Remonstrance’’ (Hening, 
I, 230-238). These protests were successful, and what was 
probably the last communication from Charles I to Virginia 
was one giving assurance that the Company should not be re- 
vived. 

Throughout the first part of the Civil War in England, Vir- 
ginia appears to have been practically independent. The au- 
thority of the king was nominally accepted; but as the Parliament 
controlled the seas, and most of the ports from which trade to the 
Colony was conducted, neither could in any effectual way govern 
the distant dependencies of the kingdom. From 1642 to 1649, 
the relation between Virginia and the Parliamentary authorities 
seem to have been peaceable. The execution of the King and 
the establishment of the Commonwealth in 1649 caused a revul- 
sion of feeling in Virginia |and legislation hostile to the English 
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government, and this in turn was followed on the part of England 
by non-intercourse acts and armed expeditions. | 


[THE KING]' TO THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL OF VIRGINIA, 


AuGusT 27, 1640. Commands them by the first shipping to 
cause John West, Sam. Mathews, Wil. Peirce and George Men- 
efie to be sent to England in safe custody to answer an informa- 


tion in the Star Chamber at the King’s suit. (Docguet Domestic, 
Charles, 1.) 


[THE K1NG]’ TO THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL OF VIRGINIA, 


AvuGusT 27, 1640. Commands them to admit George Reade 
to the place of Secretary in the absence of Richard Kemp who 
has lately arrived in England; with power to enjoy all fees and 
perquisites belonging to the Office. (Docguet Domestic, Charles 


I.) 


PETITION OF RICHARD Kemp,’ SECRETARY FOR VIRGINIA 
TO THE KING, AUGUST ?, 1640. 


By a late petition he presented to his Maj. the reasons of his 
repair for England which were to detect & answer the unjust 
claims of those who go about to defeat his Maj. of his revenue 
& perquisites in Virginia and he besought his Maj. to refer 
said matters to the Lord Treasurer, Duke of Lennox, the Lord 
Marshal, Lord Lieut. of Ireland, Lord Cottington & Sec. Win- 
debank, and represented the cause of his declining the Sub- 
Committee for Foreign Plantations one of them being an Agent 


!1This order was an aftermath of the expulsion of Governor Harvey. 
The men named had been among the leaders of the party which de- 
posed the Governor. Some of them went to England; but escaped 
without any punishment. 

2 George Reade, a younger brother of Robt. Reade, private secretary 
to William Windebank, Secretary of State of England, (who was their 
uncle) had been an adherent of Harvey and Secretary Kemp. 

3Secretary Kemp had unfortunately in Virginia the unpopularity of his 
chief, Governor Harvey, but he had powerful friends at court, and not 
only retained his place as Secretary of State, but in 1644 was elected 
Governor fro fem during the absence of Berkeley. 
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for salary on behalf of the pretender of his Maj. rights. His 
Maj. thereupon referred pet’r to a hearing before said Com- 
mittee but said reference has since been countermanded and 
returned to said Sub-Committee upon information unknown to 
pet’r. Prays as a person who hath faithfully served his Maj. 
in those Foreign parts these six years and to his own great 
prejudice and charge with hazard of a tedious voyage repaired 
to England to piead in his Maj. behalf being enabled thereto 
by knowledge of the records in pet’r’s custody—that the ref- 
erence may be renewed to said Lords Committees or that pet’r 
may be heard when his Maj. is present in Council and not before. 


(Colonial Papers, Vol. 10, No. 74.) 


ORDER OF PRIvy COUNCIL, SEPTEMBER 6, 1640. 


Order of the Privy Council upon petition of the Merchants 
Master and Owners of the Honor of London representing that 
their said ship about May last came from Virginia to the port of 
London laden with tobacco and other commodities, and paid 
his Maj. great sums of money for custom and requesting per- 
mission to take over passengers and provisions thither, direct- 
ing the Lord High Treasurer of England to give directions to 
his Maj. Officers of the Ports of London & Gravesend to permit 
said ship to be cleared and take the passengers and provisions 
desired—and that the oaths of allegiance and supremacy be 
taken by all the passengers at Gravesend. 

Draft with corrections. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 10, No. 75:) 


INSTRUCTIONS TO GOVERNOR BERKELEY, AUGUST 9(?), 1641. 


The King’s Instructions to Sir William Berkeley, One of the 
Gentlemen of our Privy Chamber, Governor of Virginia and to 
the Council of State there. 

These are identical, word for word, with those previously given 
to Governor Sir Francis Wyat in January 1638-9, which see. 

(Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, pp. 219-236. ) 

[These instructions were printed in this Magazine, II, 281, 
&c, from a full copy in the McDonald Papers; but the true date 
is not given and the captions of the sections are omitted. ] 


a 
{ 
| 
{ 
i 
| 
q 
a 
i 
q 
| 
al 
j 
| 


VIRGINIA IN 1641-49. 17 


PETITION OF RICHARD QuyYNEY,* WILLIAM ALLEN AND 


_DIVERS OTHERS MERCHANTS AND PLANTERS TRADING TO 


VIRGINIA TO THE LorpDs COMMISSIONERS [FOR PLANTA- 
TION], SEPTEMBER 18, 1641. Are setting forth two ships for 
transporting divers passengers and necessary provisions for the 
‘*sustentation’’ and supply of many thousands of Maj. poor 
subjects in Virginia being not able to clothe themselves nor 
defend themselves from the barbarous natives of that Country. — 
Pray in tender consideration and urgent necessity of the Colony, 
for a warrant to the Officers of his Maj. Custom House to 
permit ali goods specified in the two schedules annexed to be 
shipped in the Rebecca and the Honor without payment of 
customs and that the passengers may take the oaths of allegi- 
ance and supremacy on board said ships in regard they are for 
the most part miserable poor people taken up by pet’rs & others 
for further enlarging the Colony and disburdening this kingdom. 
Annexed Certificate from the Custom House that what is prayed 
for has been before permitted. 


Custom House, 18 September, 1641. 

List of provisions & necessaries for setting forth 160 pass- 
engers in the Ship Honor & for supply of divers poor families 
in Virginia. é 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 10, Nos. 84, 84, I.) 


PETITION OF LAWRENCE GREENE MERCHANT, TO THE LORDS 
OF THE Privy CouNcIL, OCTOBER 7, 1641—Being a trader to 
Virginia and having twenty four servants there and twenty 
others to go this present voyage in the Mayflower prays for 
a warrant for transporting said twenty passengers and pro- 
visions in the annexed schedule free of custom & other duties. 

Annexed. List of provisions in the Mayflower of London 
to be transported to Virginia. (Licence was granted 20 Oct., 
1641, see Council Register. ) 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 10, Nos. 85, 85, I.) 


*Richard Quiney (who was a brother of Thomas Quiney the husband 
of Shakespeare’s daughter Judith) was a part owner of Martin’s Bran 
dom in Virginia. See this Magazine, IV, 315. 


> 
‘ 
) 
3 
3 
t 
f 
1 
- 
) 
> 
> 
Bed: 
: 
> 
) 
> 
. 


18 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


PETITION OF THE MERCHANTS & OWNERS TRADING TO VIR- 
GINIA AND THE SOMERS ISLANDS TO THE LORDS OF 
THE Privy CouNciL, DECEMBER ?, 1641. 


Having prepared the ships Dorset and Friendship to go 
this year the one to Virginia the other to the Somers Islands 
with passengers, ammunition, clothing and other necessary 
provisions for the safety support and relief of the poor inhab- 
itants and planters there; pray for licence to export the provis- 
ions custom free and that the Passengers may take the oaths of 
allegiance and supremacy at Gravesend. 

Annexed. Note of the several goods and provisions with 150 
passengers now going to Virginia in the Dorset of London, 
James Craynedge, master. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 10, Nos. 87, 87 I.) 


THE LORDS OF THE PRIvy COUNCIL TO THE LORDS OF 
THE TREASURY, DECEMBER II, 1641—To give directions to 
the Officers of the Ports of London and Gravesend to permit 
the Merchants Masters and Owners of the Dorset of London to 
clear said ship and to take with them the number of passengers 
and the provisions desired they paying such reasonable duties 
as the Collectors of his Maj. Customs shatl think fit. And that 
the oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy be taken by all the Pass- 
engers at Gravesend, but in case said Officers shall refuse to go 
down thither then before some Officer or Minister there as hath 


been usual. 
(Colonial Papers, Vol. 10, No. 88.) 


ORDER® OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, JULY 24, 1649. 


Order of the Council of State. That letters be written to the 
English Plantations abroad to give them notice of the change of 


5 This is the first of the documents of the Parliamentary period. The 
history of the relations between Virginia and England during this pe- 
riod is somewhat obscure, and all additional information concerning the 
time is of value. 

Charles I, was beheaded January 30, 1649, according to the common 
computation; but the change of style causes confusion. The death 
warrant is dated January 29, 1648, (Gardiner’s Great Civil War, IV, 
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the Government to send them such papers as are necessary for 
their information and to require them to continue their obedi- 
ence as they look for protection from the Commonwealth of 
England (Juterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 90, p. 559) on 26 July. 
The letter prepared to be sent to the English Plantations abroad 
was approved signed & sent. (J/d7d, p. 566.) 


ORDER OF THE CoUNCIL OF STATE, AUGUST 7, 1649. 


That a pass be granted to Sir Thomas Lunsford® his wife and 
children to go to Virginia. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 90, p. 601.) 


ORDERS OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, OCTOBER II, 1649. 

That a letter be written to the Governor of Virginia to de- 
mand an account of him why he hath banished Mr. Harrison" 
lately a Minister in that Plantation. And that he doth it by the 
next opportunity. 

That the Governors and Companies of the several Plantations 
abroad be sent unto to attend this Council on Wednesday next 
in the afternoon. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 91, p. 132.) 


THE COUNCIL OF THE STATE TO THE GOVERNOR OF 
VIRGINIA. 


Whitehall, October 11, 1649. 
Are informed by the petition of some of the people of the 


309,) so the execution was really on January 30, 1648-9, which will 
account for the fact that the Virginia Assembly of October, 1649, by 
its first act declared the opponents of Charles I, traitors, and gave the 
hearty adherence of Virginia to his son. 

This was the loyal colony’s reply to the order given in the text. In 
February, 1648-9, the Commonwealth was established in England. 

6 See note at end of article. 

™Thomas Harrison, originally a minister of the Church of England, 
had changed to Puritanism and been at the head of the congregation 
of Independents in Nansemond county. He was banished from Vir- 
ginia by Governor Berkeley in 1648. See Nei//’s Virginia Carolorum, 
195, 157, 200, 206, 250, 418, and this Magazine, V, 106-112, 228-230. 
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congregation of Nansemond in Virginia that they had long 
enjoyed the benefit of the ministry of Mr. Harrison who is an able 
man and of unblameable conversation who hath been banished 
by the Governor for no other cause but for that he would not 
conform himself to the use of the Common Prayer Book. Know 
the Governor cannot be ignorant that the use of the Common 
Prayer Book is prohibited by the Parliament of England & 
therefore he is hereby required to permit Mr. Harrison to return 
to his said Congregation to the exercise of his Ministry there 
unless there be such sufficient cause as shall be approved by the 
Parliam’t or this Council. 


(Mnterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 115, pp. 482-3.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF THE STATE, OCTOBER 13, 1649. 
That the case of Virginia be referred to the consideration of 
the Committee appointed for the affairs of the Admiralty. see 


29th Nov. 
CInterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 91, p. 137-) 


ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE ADMIRALTY, NOVEMBER 
29, 1649. 

In pursuance of an Order of the Council of the State to this 
Committee of 13th Oct. last to consider the case of the Vir- 
ginia Plantation, it is ordered for the better settling of said 
Plantation in such a way as may be for the best advantage of 
this Commonwealth and the good of Merchants trading in those 
parts, that Maurice Thompson and such other Merchants as he 
shall think fit to advise with, be desired to attend this Committee 
upon Monday next (3rd Dec.) by nine in the morning to be 
conferred with concerning the same and to bring with them such 
proposals in writing as they shall conceive most conducing to 
the well settling of so public a work. 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, p. 79.) 


ORDER OF CoMMITTEE OF THE ADMIRALTY, DEC. 6, 1649. 


Whereas Maurice Thompson® and such Merchants trading in 


* Maurice Thompson, with several of his brothers, had been an early 
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Virginia as he should think fit were desired to attend this Com- 
mittee to-day, but in regard he could not attend by reason of 
sickness it is Ordered that said Maurice Thompson and the Mer- 
chants aforesaid be desired to attend this Committee on Tuesday 
next (11th inst.) between 3 and 4 p. m. at Whitehall And that 
Maurice Thompson be desired to bring with him such writings as 
he hath in his hands concerning the Virginia business—also 
Ordered that the Master of the Rolls be desired to give order 
to the Clerks that keep the Records there to permit Benjamin 
Worsley to make search and take breviats of all Grants and 
Records that have passed concerning that Country of Virginia 
made from the first time the English nation have had any Plan- 
tation there until the latter end of the late King’s reign. 
(luiterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, p. 85.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, DEC. 4, 1649 
That the Remonstrance® and Protestation of the Governor of 
Virginia be referred to the consideration of the Committee for 
the Admiralty, who are thereupon to take into their considera- 
tion how the government of that plantation may be altered. 
(daterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 91, p. 389.) 


ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE ADMIRALTY, DEC. 20, 1649. 


That ky reason of other weighty affairs of the Commonwealth, 
the hearing and taking into consideration the business of the 
Virginia Plantation and Maryland in the parts of America be 
deferred till the 28th inst. and notice thereof given to [Benja- 
min] Worsley, Maurice Thompson, Mr. Allen of Mark Lane and 
such Merchants and others as Thompson and Worsley shall 
think fit to give notice unto to attend the Committee. 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, p. 93.) 


settler and land owner in Virginia, but for many years had been a promi- 
nent London Merchant in the American trade. The whole family was 
strongly Puritan, and supported the Commonwealth. See this Mag., I, 
188-190. 

® The nature of this remonstrance and protestation does not appear. 
Possibly Governor Berkeley had issued a proclamation reciting the very 
loyal Act. I of the session of Assembly of October, 1649. (ening, I, 


359-361.) 
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ORDER OF COMMITTEE OF THE ADMIRALTY, DEC. 28, 1649. 


Upon letters this day read concerning the present state of Vir- 
ginia, it is the opinion of this Committee that the principal 
traders to that Plantation viz: Maurice Thompson, Benj. Wors- 
ley, Wm. Pennoyer, Wm. Allen and such others as Worsley 
shall think fit do attend this Committee on Thursday next (3rd 
Jany) about 4 p. m. to offer what they shall conceive requisite 
for reducing that plantation to the interest of this Common- 
wealth and to be placed in such hands as this State may confide 
in, that the trade to that Plantation may not be destroyed by the 
disloyalty and disaffection of that Plantation to this Common- 
wealth—also 

Ordered that the Patent of Maryland now in Mr. Jessop’s 
hands, as is informed, with other Papers concerning Virginia, 
be brought to this Committee on Thursday seven night (1oth 
Jan’y.) 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, p. 98.) 


ORDER OF COMMITTEE OF THE ADMIRALTY, JAN. 3, 1649-50. 


By reason of other special business of the Commonwealth this 
Committee have thought fit to defer the hearing of the Virginia 
business, it is therefore ordered that Maurice Thompson, Wm. 
Pennoyer, Wm. Allen and Benj. Worsley and such other Mer- 
chants trading to Virginia as Worsley shall think fit attend this 
Committee on Monday next (7th inst.) about 3 or 4 p. m. 


Jan’y 7. Similar Order. In respect the above named per- 
sons did not appear, ordered that they attend on Wednesday 
next (gth inst.) about 3 or 4 p. m. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, pp. 103, 106.) 


ORDER OF COMMITTEE OF ADMIRALTY, JAN. 9, 1649-50. 


Upon consideration as well of the matter of fact stated from 
the Records concerning the Government of Virginia as it hath 
been heretofore granted and hath continued hitherto as of the 
present juncture of affairs in relation to that plantation, 

It is the opinion of this Committee 


1 
4 
| 
i | 
| 
| 


VIRGINIA IN 1641-49. 23 


1. That Commiss’rs be nominated by the Parliament in whom 
the government of the Plantation may be immediately placed 
with full power for settling and preserving the same under the 
government of this Commonwealth. 

2. That those Commis’rs may have power to nominate & ap- 
point from time to time a Governor and Council to reside upon 
the place for administration of Government in that Plantation 
with the former powers granted to Sir Francis Wyatt &c. mu- 
tatis mutandis in relation to the present change of Government 
here as it is now settled by Parliament and with such other 
powers as may be necessary for the present wel: ordering of that 
Plantation. 

3. That Mr. Attorney General be desired to conceive the 
draught of a Grant to this effect to be tendered to this Commit- 
tee for their consideration with all convenient speed, in which 
grant the confines of said Plantation to be particularly expressed 
according to the ancient limits. 

Signed by Sir Henry Vane and Sir John Danvers. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, p. 107.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, FEB. 19, 1649-50. 


That the remonstrance of Capt. Ingle’? concerning two ships 
going to Virginia be referred to the cons.deration of the Com- 
mittee for the Admiralty who are to examine the fact and report 
to the Council and in the meantime if they see cause to make 
stay of the ships. 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 92, p. 7.) 


ORDER OF COMMITTEE OF THE ADMIRALTY, FEB. 20, 1649-50. 


In pursuance of an Order of the Council of State concerning 
two ships bound to Virginia, Viz: The Flower de Luce frigate 
and the Thomas and John, it is ordered that the Sergeant of the 
Admiralty make stay of said ships and summons the masters 
John White and William Tarr to attend upon Friday next. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, p. 123 ) 


Captain Richard Ingle, notorious for his actions in Maryland during 
the disturbed period of the Civil Wars in England. 
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THE COMMITTEE OF THE ADMIRALTY TO COL, TEMPLE, 
FEBRUARY 20, 1649-50. 


Are given to understand that there are two ships in the river 
Thames now fitting forth to sea and bound for Virginia to trans- 
port divers persons thither that are disaffected to this Common- 
wealth. The names of the shipsare the Flower de Luce frigate, 
John White, master, and the Thomas and John, William Tarr, 
master. Desire him when they shall fall down within his com- 
mand to make stay of them until he receive the further pleasure 
of the Council of State or this Committee. 


(Mnterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, p. 123.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, FEB. 26, 1649-50. 


That the business concerning Virginia be taken into conside- 
ration on Friday next (1st March) and Mr. Maurice Thompson 
and Mr. Allen and such others as are traders to Virginia are to 
be here at that time and Doctor Walker also. 


(interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 92, p. 43-) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, MARCH 1, 1649-50. 


That it be referred to the Committee of the Admiralty to 
permit the ship the John and Thomas to go to Virginia the 
owners giving security that the said ship shall not be employed 
in anything that is disservice to the Commonwealth. That they 
shall not carry thither any arms or ammunition but what shall be 
approved by the Council. That the masters, mariners and all 
passengers do subscribe the engagement and that a list of all the 
passengers be delivered into this Council or that Committee. 
And that the said Committee of the Admiralty shall have the 
like power for any other ship so that or any other Plantations 
upon the same terms. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 92, p. 53+) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, MARCH 2, 1649-50. 


That the whole Council or any five ot them be appointed a 
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Committee for Trade and Plantations. M £&. The following 
are the names of the Council present this 2d March—Lord 
President, Lord Howard, Col. Hutchinson, Col. Purefoy, Mr. 
Challenor, Sir Gilbt. Pickering, Col. Ludlow, Sir Henry Fane, 
Sr. Wm. Masham, Sir Arthur Hesilrige—(but the Council of 
State consisted of many more. ) 

(lInterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 92, p. 56.) 


ORDER OF COMMITTEE OF THE ADMIRALTY, MARCH 2, 1649-50. 


That the Judges of the Admiralty be desired to take the sub- 
scriptions of the Master and Mariners of the Thomas and John 
bound for Virginia to the Engagement and return the same to 
this Committee. And that they likewise take such security of 
the Owners and Freighters thereof as said Judges shall think fit 
that said ship shall not be employed in anything that may be dis- 
service to this Commonwealth. And thatthe Mayor and Justices 
of Gravesend be desired to see the engagement subscribed by 
all the Passengers in the said ship before they pass and Col. 
Temple, Commander of Tilbury Fort or the Comptroller and 
Searchers at Gravesend are desired to see it done and return 
same to this Committee with a list of said Passengers. 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, p. 127.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, MARCH 21, 1649-50. 


That the information brought in by Col. Wanton concerning 
a ship bound for Virginia be referred to the consideration of the 
Committee for the Admiralty. 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 92, p. 108.) 


ORDER OF COMMITTEE OF THE ADMIRALTY, MARCH 22, 
1649-50. 


Upon further information brought to this Committee concern- 
ing the passengers that are to go to Virginia in the Flower de 
Luce, Ordered that Solomon Smyth Marshal of the Admiralty 
do forthwith make stay of said ship now in the River of Thames 
until further [order] from this Committee to the contrary. 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, p. 138.) 
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ORDER OF COMMITTEE OF THE ADMIRALTY, MARCH 25, 1650. 

That Solomon Smyth Sergeant of the Admiralty or his 
Deputy permit the Flower de Luce bound for Virginia to 
fall down to Gravesend notwithstanding any former orders ot 
this Committee to the contrary. Also it is 

Ordered that the Mayor and Justices of Gravesend do take 
the subscriptions to the Engagement of all the Passengers and 
Mariners that shall go in said ship and in the Thomas and John 
and return same to this Committee And that the Commander of 
Tilbury Fort or the Searchers at Gravesend are to see it per- 
formed and when certified to this Committee order shall be given 
for treeing said ships to proceed on their intended voyage. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 146, p. 140.) 


(TO BE CONTINUED. ) 


NOTE—SIR THOMAS LUNSFORD. 


Close to the wall of old Bruton Church, Williamsburg, Va., lies a slab 
with the inscription: ‘* Under this marble lyeth the body of Thomas 
Ludwell, Esq., Secretary of Virginia, who was born at Bruton in the 
county of Somerset in the Kingdom of England, and departed this 
life in the year 1698; and near this place lie the bodies of Richard 
Kemp, Esq., his predecessor in the Secretary's office, and Sir Thomas 
Lunsford, Knight, in memory of whom this marble is here placed by Philip 
Ludwell, Esq., nephew of the said Thomas Ludwell, Esq., in the year 
1727.’’ This tomb was removed from ‘‘ Richneck,’’ James City county, 
once the estate of Richard Kemp, and later of the Ludwells. Sir 
Thomas Lunsford, as will appear, married Kemp’s widow, and no doubt 
died and was buried at his wife’s home. The site of these graves is 
now unknown. 

Lunsford was a man whose name at one time was known in almost 
every hamlet in England, and who was an object of intense hatred and 
fear to a large part of the English people; served the King gallantly 
in the Civil War, and spent his latter years quietly in Virginia, where 
he now lies, almost forgotten in an old country graveyard. To most 
readers, however, his name will not be entirely strange, for besides 
being transmitted to the present day as a Christian name among his 
descendants, he is described by Clarendon; Butler, in Audibras, says 
to the Puritan preachers, 


‘“* Make children, with your tones, to run for’t 
As bad as bloody-bones or Lunsford.”’ 
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Macauley describes the old Cavaliers, after the Restoration, talking 
over his and Goring’s exploits, while most familiar of all the allusions 
to him is where Scott, in Woodstock, makes Roger Wildrake to have 
been one of ‘‘ Lunsford’s Babyeaters,” as the Puritans called them. He 
was, says Clarendon, ‘‘a man, who, though of ancient family in Sussex, 
was of very small and decayed fortune, and of no good education.” 

Sir Thomas Lunsford, who was born about 1610 and died about 1653, 
was a member of an ancient family in Sussex. He was son of Thomas 
Lunsford, of Lunsford and Wilegh, in that county, by his wife Kather- 
ine, a daughter to Thomas Fludd, Treasurer of War to Queen Elizabeth, 
and sister of Robert Fludd, the rosicrucian. The family had been of 
good estate down to the time of Sir Thomas’ grandfather, Sir John, but 
had been greatly wasted by the father, Thomas Lunsford. 

A writer in the Gentleman's Magazine, in 1837, says that the Eliza- 
bethan mansion of Wilegh, Whilegh or Wiley, still existed at that time 
as a farmhouse, though its exterior had neither a very striking or an- 
tiquated appearance. There was a large parlor, wainscotted, but since 
painted white, about thirty feet long, where the date, 1587, remained on 
the chimney piece. Some of the bed-chambers were large and the 
passages wide. 

Sir Thomas Lunsford appears to have been in his youth of lawless 
disposition and violent temper. He was charged with killing the deer 
of his kinsman, Sir Thomas Pelham, and on June 27, 1632, was fined 
in the Star Chamber £1,000 to the King and £750to Pelham. In Au- 
gust of that year, probably in revenge, he stopped Pelham on his way 
from church and fired two balls at him, which however missed their mark. 
As Pelham was a man of prominence this outrage caused considerable 
stir, and there is a letter from the Earl of Dorset, in which he states 
that the Council would at once take into consideration the affair of that 
‘‘young outlaw, Mr. Lunsford, who fears neither God nor man.” On 
August 16, 1633, he was committed to Newgate, whence he escaped in 
October, 1634, although “so lame that he can hardly go ina coach.” In 
his absence he was outlawed and fined £8,000. He fled to the Conti- 
nent and entered the French service. In April, 1636, he was raising a 
regiment in Picardy. He remained abroad about six years, seeing much 
service in France and the Low Countries, and gained such a reputation 
for courage and skill that he was promoted to the command of a reg- 
iment of foot. 

Tiring at length of his exile he returned to England in 1639, and lost 
no time in petitioning the King for pardon, which was not only granted 
(on April 24th), but a large part of his fine was remitted. The next year 
he held a command in the army sent against the Scots, and distinguished 
himself at Newburn, where the English were routed, by twice repulsing 
the enemy and bringing off his men and cannon. 

It was soon after this that his name began to be known throughout the 
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length and breadth of England. On December 23d, 1641, he was ap- 
pointed Lieutenant of the Tower, which at once caused the most intense 
excitement all over the country. The long contest between Charles and 
the Parliament was fast drawing to a crisis; the terrible Irish rebellion 
had occurred ; the King was suspected of having instigated it, and great 
numbers of the people believed that he was preparing to erect a despot- 
ism by force ; so when a man like Lunsford, who had no public services 
to recommend him, and who had been outlawed, was appointed to such 
an important position, it was at once conceived that he was to be one of 
the chief agents against the liberties of the people. There was doubt- 
less something of fear, too, in this outbreak against him, for all who 
knew him were aware that he was an experienced soldier, and a man of 
great courage and audacity, and one, who, in the words of a contempo- 
rary, was ‘‘ very resolute.’’ But there is absolutely nothing to show that 
there was any personal reason for the panic he created and the hatred 
he excited. His sympathies were, of course, all on the side of the King 
and he doubtless showed the contempt he seems to have felt for the 
Parliamentarian party; but there is no evidence that he was different 
from the great mass of cavaliers of his stamp, or that he was in any way 
the wild beast his opponents at the time described him. Indeed, when 
at a later period he fell into their hands, they had become conscious of 
their folly, and no charges of the sort were brought against him. But 
at the time of his appointment, between those who really feared him and 
those who wished to use his appointment to inflame the people still more 
against the King, there was a sufficient commotion caused. 

On the same day the Common Council and other citizens of London 
petitioned the House of Commons to secure the co-operation of the 
Lords and remonstrate against his appointment, stating that he was a 
man notorious for outrages and fit for any dangerous attempt. The 
Commons, who entirely agreed with the Londoners on this question, 
forwarded the petition to the Lords, with additional reasous of their 
own: that Col. Lunsford was of decayed and desperate fortune, and 
that he did not goto church. They also cited his early offences. The 
Lords refused to agree, thinking that such an appointment was part of 
the King’s prerogative, whereupon the Commons unanimously passed 
another resolution declaring that Lunsford was unfit for his position, 
and a man they could not trust ; stating that from fear the merchants had 
withdrawn their bullion from the mint and would not unload their ships. 
On December 26th the loyal Lord Mayor Gurney having informed the 
King that the ’prentices were preparing to attack the Tower, he was in- 
duced to remove Lunsford ; but as a recompense knighted him two days 
afterwards. 

During this excitement, and long afterwards, every means that inge- 
nuity could devise or malice execute was employed to excite the popu- 
lace against the object of Charles’ favor. He was accused of being one 
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of an imaginary band of murderers who were to assassinate many of the 
Lords and Commons; letters were dropped about the streets, and after- 
wards published, which purported to be addressed to him, implicating 
him in all sorts of plots against the people and the Protestant religion, 
and it was even currently reported, and fully believed by many a Puritan 
that he wasa cannibal and eat children. Among the pictorial attacks on 
him was one representing him in the act of cutting a child into steaks ; 
another, a large caricature which was published in 1642, shows him in 
armor and behind him his soldiers, burning towns and murdering women 
and children. The political versifiers too took their share in the attack 
upon him. Beneath the last-mentioned picture are the lines : 


“Til help to kill and pillage and destroy 
All the opposers of the Prelacy, 
My fortunes are growne small, my friends are less, 
I’ll venture therefore life to have redress ; 
By picking, stealing, or by cutting throats 
Although my practice cross the kingdom’s votes.” 


Another sings : 


‘From Fielding and from Vavasour, 
Both ill-affected men, 
From Lunsford eke deliver us, 
Who eateth up children.” 


Cleveland, the royalist, ridiculing the round-head opinion of Luns- 
ford, says: 


‘‘The post that came from Banbury, 
Riding on a blue rocket, 
He swore he saw when Lunsford fell, 
A child’s arm in his pocket.” 


And in another place : 


‘* They fear the giblets of his train, 
Even his dog, that four-legged cavalier ; 
He that devours the scraps that Lunsford makes, 
Whose picture feeds upon a child in steaks.’’ 


These specimens will show how violent was the feeling against him. 
On the day after his removal he went, with a number of officers and 
others, to Westminster, where the citizens were accustomed to assemble 
and jeer and threaten the peers and others who passed. A collision fol- 
lowed, as might have been expected, and several persons were wounded; 
but when all the parties were called to the bar of the House, it seemed 
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that they were all equally to blame in the matter, and only a captain was 
cashiered. 

The peaceful struggle was now almost at an end, and upon the failure 
of the King’s attempt to sieze the five members, and his refusal of Lord 
Digsby’s offer to take Lunsford, now Sir Thomas, and others, and cap- 
ture the patriots or kill them, Charles and the Queen left London, and 
we find Lunsford one of their escort. He seems to have commenced at 
once active measures to raise forces to support the Royal cause, and, in 
consequence, on the 12th of January, 1641, Parliament declared him and 
Digby traitors. A warrant was issued for his arrest, and an officer pro- 
ceeded with it to Windsor, where he then was; but there were so many 
of his friends there that it was not deemed prudent to attempt to exe- 
cute it until he left and went on a visit to his father-in-law, whose house 
(Billingbere) was in a lonely and secluded situation. Here, after much 
cautious manceuvering, the house was surrounded at night by a large 
posse, and the officer, with a good deal of trepidation, ventured in and 
served the warrant. Sir Thomas told him he might have saved himself 
trouble and arrested him at Windsor, as he had no idea of resisting, and 
that if he would dismiss his posse he would accompany him in the morn- 
ing. He was accordingly brought before the House, but nothing was 
done, and, after a short imprisonment, he was bailed. 


In June he was again in arms, and from that time to the end of the 
war continued to gain a reputation for courage and conduct, and for un- 
shaken loyalty. He rallied six hundred men to the King’s cause at 
Leicester, and proceeded to York, where Charles was. 


About the end of June he commanded two regiments at the siege of 
Hull, and after this service held a command under the Marquis of Hert- 
ford at Wells. At Mendip was stationed a Parliamentary force of seve- 
ral thousand men under Sir John Horner and others. They commenced 
an advance on Wells, but their movement was checked by the defeat of 
their advance guard by Lunsford. He effected this by a stratagem. 
Lunsford himself, with a party of fifty men, concealed themselves in a 
ditch by the road ; another mounted party of the same force was drawn 
up in it. The Roundheads came up, five hundred strong, and attacked 
the little party of horse, who retired without attempting a defense until 
the enemy was opposite the ambuscade, when, at the same moment, 
Lunsford’s party rose up and fired in their faces, and the horse charged. 
In a few minutes the Parliamentarians were broken and scattered in 
every direction, leaving a number of killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
Elated by his success Lunsford offered, if the Marquis would give him 
five hundred horse, to attack Horner’s main force, but his request was 
not granted. 

On the 8th of August he, with the Earl of Northampton and others, 
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captured at Banbury all the ordnance that the enemy had intended for 
Warwick Castle, and on the 2oth of the same month he was made Gov- 
ernor of Sherburne Castle, where he was besieged unsuccessfully by the 
Earl of Bedford. A Parliamentary paper of the time says: ‘‘ When 
Colonel Lunsford was summoned to surrender, he said he would keep 
the castle against forty thousand Roundhead soldiers, and did not value 
that number. He is very resolute.’ When Bedford began to retreat 
Lunsford sallied out from the castle and tried to surprise him, but was 
defeated with considerable loss. 

He was then for a short time in Wales, but returned to the King’s 
army in time to take part in the desperate battle of Edgehill, where he 
was unfortunate enough to be captured. He was committed to War- 
wick Castle, and was tried on a charge that when he was Lieutenant of 
the Tower he intended to deliver it to the enemies of the people. His 
speech before the commission that tried him has been preserved. He 
begins : ‘‘I stand here before you a prisoner, accused of high treason, 
and liberty is offered me, ’tis true; but you value it, like the merchants, 
at such a rate that my fidelity, and all that is due to a noble mind, must 
be the price to purchase it. If I refuse what you propose, racks, tor- 
ture, loss of goods, land, and perhaps of life itself, is threatened. Hard 
choice! Yet I must choose. It is in my power to be a freeman; but 
how if I will be a slave?’’ After asserting his innocence, and telling 
them that the devil was the first rebel and Judas the only traitor among 
the Apostles, he concludes: ‘‘ For my part I am in your power. How- 
soever you dispose of me, I will never stain mine ancestors, nor leave 
the title of traitor upon my posterity, but will end with the saying of a 
worthy gentleman: you may, when you please, take my head from my 
shoulders, but not my heart from my sovereign.’’ Nothing came of 
this prosecution, and he was exchanged, but barely escaped being mur- 
dered by some Puritan fanatics as he left his prison. He immediately 
took up arms again and was made one of the governors of Oxford, 
which he left on the 6th of July with eight hundred men to relieve 
Greenland House, then besieged by about double that number of the 
enemy. This was very successfully accomplished. After capturing all 
of a small party sent to ambush him, he made a fierce attack on the 
besiegers, completely scattered them, and provisioned the garrison. He 
then took part in the capture of Bristol, and was made Lieutenant-Gov- 
enor; was Governor of Monmouth in March, 1644, and while holding 
that position cleared all that part of the country of the Parliamentarians, 
captured in various raids two guns, a great store of provisions, and three 
thousand head of cattle. This career of success was stopped by his de- 
feat on the 4th of June, with a loss of four hundred men. This defeat, 
which was said to have been caused by conflict of opinion between 
officers, does not seem to have cost Lunsford any loss of reputation, for 
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shortly after we find the Royalist writers speaking of him in high terms. 
After the battle of Naseby he was sent to Wales to raise troops, but 
was again captured, with many others, at the surprise of Hertford, De- 
cember 8th, and on the 2oth was again ordered to the Tower for treason. 
How he obtained his release is not known, but he was at liberty before 
June 2gth, 1648 ; for there is a letter of that date from him to the Prince 
of Wales telling him he had not been idle, and that if a commission to 
raise men was sent him he thought he could be of service ; and in De- 
cember, 1648, he was at Amsterdam ready to cross to England, but in 
January 1649, the King was beheaded, and the great mass of his adher- 
ents gave up the Royal cause as lost. 

Lunsford, who had been created a baronet in 1647 (though the patent 
was never issued) now, like many other cavaliers, sought a refuge in the 
colony of Virginia, which still held out for the King. 

Col. Henry Norwood, who has left an account of his voyage to Vir- 
ginia with two other cavalier officers, says that he found at Capt. Ralph 
Wormley’s several friends and brother officers who had shortly before 
come from England. They were Cols. Philip Honeywood, Mainwaring 
Hammon, Sir Henry Chichley, who had just been released from the 
Tower (when Col. Eusebius Andrews, arrested at the same time, had 
been beheaded) and Sir Thomas Lunsford. 

Released from the perils which surrounded them in England and re- 
ceived with open arms by the Virginians, it may well be believed that 
there was high feasting, as Norwood says. By the latter part of the 
next year he had brought his family to Virginia, and in October, 1650, 
is a patent to him for 3,423 acres on the Rappahannock river. Among the 
names mentioned in the patent are “The Lady Lunsford’’ and her 
daughters ‘‘ Mrs. Elizabeth,” “ Mrs. Philipa,’’ and Mrs. Mary.” This 
Lady Lunsford, who was his second wife, Katherine, daughter of Sir 
Henry Neville, of Billingbere, Berkshire, died not long after her arrival. 

When Governor Berkeley was expecting an attack from the Parlia- 
mentary forces such a noted soldier as Lunsford could not be over- 
looked. Ina list of members of the Council present November 1, 1651, 
appears the name of Sir Thomas Lunsford, Lieutenant General. He, 
of course, retired form the Council on the surrender to the Pariiamen- 
tary authorities. He died about 1653, as in that vear is an order among 
the English records appointing Lady Neville, the grandmother of the 
daughters of the second marriage, their guardian. They had no doubt 
returned to England. Among the tew remaining entries in the records 
of Virginia General Court is one dated in 1670, stating that there were 
living in England three daughters of Sir Thomas Lunsford by a former 
marriage, and by a later marriage in Virginia, one daughter, Catherine, 
who was the heir to his Virginia estate. 

Sir Thomas married in Virginia a third wife. She was Elizabeth, 
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SIR THOMAS LUNSFORD. 


rom an unique print in the British Museum. 
Fro. uniqu int in the British Museu 


From illustration in Hudibras 
(Bohn, London, 1859), 
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widow of Richard Kemp of “ Richneck,’’ James City county. By this 
marriage he had one child, Katherine, who married Ralph Wormeley 
of “ Rosegill,” Middlesex county (his first wife). Her death is recorded 
in the Christ Church parish register as follows (the book is worn): “ The 
Honerable Lady Madam Katherine Wormeley Wife to the Hon’ble 
Ralph Wormeley Esq’r Departed this life 17th of May 1685 & was bur- 
ied in the Chancell of the Great Church betweene ye Hon’ble * * * 
Chichley * * *,.?’ There was also an only child of this marriage. 
The old Bible of the Lomax family records her marriage, “ married 
June ist, 1703 John Lomax and Elizabeth Wormeley daughter of the 
Hon. Ralph Wormeley and Catherine Lunsford, only daughter of Sir 
Thomas Lunsford.” ' 

‘*The Lady Lunsford”’ was living in Lancaster county in 1655. In 
1658, in the same county, Lady Lunsford was taxed on 14 tithables. 
There is a deed dated April 28, 1656, recorded from Dame Elizabeth 
Lunsford to her loving friend Richard Lee. She married again to 
Major General Robert Smith of Middlesex county. 

The land Lunsford patented on Rappahannock River was named 
‘* Portobago,” and was at first in Lancaster and afterwards in Rappahan- 
nock, Essex and Caroline counties. It was long the seat of the Lomax 
family, descendants of the patentee. Their descendants have minature 
portraits of Sir Thomas and his brother Sir Henry. There is or was a 
full length of him in armour, at Audley End, England, and a print in 
the British Museum, which has been reproduced ina London edition 
of Hudibras. Sir Thomas had two brothers, who were likewise distin- 
guished royalist officers: Colonel Henry, whom Clarendon calls an office 
of “great sobriety, wisdom and courage,” was killed leading a charge 
at the capture of Bristol, and Sir Herbert, a twin brother of Thomas, 
who like him served in Germany and France and in the Royal army in 
which he held the rank of Colonel, and was again in the French service 
where he commanded three regiments in 1658. (See Dictionary of 
National Biography and Gentleman's Magazine, for 1836.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS COLONIAL DOCUMENTS. 


FROM THE ORIGINALS IN THE VIRGINIA STATE ARCHIVES. 


ORDER FOR ARREST OF NEGROES,’ 1709. 


3y the hon’ble the President. 

You are hereby ordered & required with the assistance of 
the Guard now appointed you, and such other as you shal 
find necessary for the Service (whom you Are hereby im- 
powered to impress) to apprehend & Secure the Several Ne- 
gros here under named and to bring them forthwith before 
me. And for so doing this shal be yo’r Warrant. 

Given under my hand this 20th day of March 1709. 

To Jno. Bently & James Hubbert or either of them. 

E, JENINGs. 
Negros names, 


Angola peter at the plantacon late of Albertus Warren 


Pamba his wife, 
3umbara peter at Coll. Brays old plantacon, 
Mingo at Wm. Davis’s, 
Robin at Mr. Powers’s. 
[ Endorsed] 
Warrant for apprehending Negros in Burton Parish 2oth 


March 1709. 


GUNPOWDER IN THE COLONIAL STOREHOUSE, I710. 
Virg’a. 
To His Exc’lly & the Hon’ble Councill of State: 


Edward Ross? Sheweth. 
That yo’r petion’r haveing under his Care between Sixty 


1 The offence for which these negroes were to be arrested does not 
appear. Probably they were charged with plotting an insurrection. 

? Lieutenant Edward Ross lived at Jamestown, and appears to have 
for some time had charge of the military stores of the colony. 
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& Seventy barr’lls of Powder belonging to Her most Sacred 
Maj’ty. And whereas by the Reason of the Long lying of 
the S’d Powder in soe Small a place as it is in, the hoops are 


very much flown & broke, Soe that it Cannot be Removed. 


unless it be New hoop’d, And that it will Conduce much to 
her Maj’tys Service to have ye Same Speedily done Desires 
an Order for the Same &c. 


[ Endorsed] 
Edw’d Ross’s peticon. ab’t 1710. 


COMMISSION OF PHILIP LUDWELL’? as DEPUTY AUDITOR 
GENERAL. 


Alexander Spotwood. Her Majestys Lieutenant Governor 
and Commander in Chief of the Colony and Dominion of 
Virginia. To Philip Ludwell Esq’r Greeting. 

Whereas William Blathwayt Esq’r Surveyor and Auditor 
of Her Majestys Revenues arising in America did by Com- 
mission under his hand and Seal bearing date the tenth day 
of October 1705 nominate constitute and appoint Dudley 
Digges Esq’r to be his Deputy and Under Officer to inspect 
examine state & audit all accounts of all Rents, Revenues, 
prizes, fines, Escheats, Seizures, forfeitures, Dutys and pro- 
fitts whatsoever arising and growing due to her Majesty 
within the Colony and Dominion of Virginia to have ana 
enjoy the said Office so long as the said William Blathwayt 
should please and think fitt. And Whereas by the Death of 
the said Dudley Digges the aforesaid place and Office of 
Deputy Auditor of her Maj’ties Revenues is become vaccant 
and it being necessary for her maj’ties Service that the same 
should be speedily supplied I therefore reposing especial Trust 
and Confidence in Your Loyaltie, prudence and fidelity, do by 


5 Dudley Digges, of Bellefield, York county (died January 18, 1710-11,) 
son of Edward Digges, Governor of Virginia, was Auditor-General ot 
Virginia from 1705 until his death. Philip Ludwell, of ‘‘ Green Spring,” 
James City county (died January 11, 1726-7,) held the office until _— 
when he was succeeded by Peter Beverley. 
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virtue of the authority to me granted by her Majesty, hereby 
constitute and appoint you to execute the said Trust and Office 
of Deputy Auditor of her Majestys Revenues, and to inspect 
examine state & audit the accounts of all Rents Dutys and 
profitts arising or falling due unto her Majesty in this her 
Colony and Dominion. To have hold and enjoy the said 
Office and Trust untill another shall be duly constituted and 
appointed to execute the same by the said William Blathwayt 
or such other Person as shall have Authority to depute and 
appoint the said Officer. And You are further directed dur- 
ing Your continuance in that Office to observe the Rules and 
Directions mentioned aforecited Commission to Dudley Diggs 
Esq’r and all other. Instructions given by the said William 
Blathwayt for the wetter management of that Trust. And for 
so doing this shall! be Your Warrant. 

Given under my hand and the Seal of the Colony this four- 
teenth day of March 1710 in the tenth year of her Maj’ties 


Reign. 
A. Spotswoop. 


[Endorsed] 


Coll’o Ludwell’s Commission p. Auditor. 
[Sealed with Colonial Seal, motto: En dat Virginia quintam. | 


ProposaAL IN REGARD TO THE GOVERNOR’s House* 
1710). 
Proposal. 

For rendring the new House Convenient as well as Orna- 


mental. 

That such necessary places as Stable, Coatch house, Cow 
house & Hen house together with an enclosed Yard for Poul- 
try be made. 

That a Kitchen, Garden and Orchard be paled in at least. 

That a Flower Garden behind the House as well as the 


* See the Magazine, XVI, 83, for another paper in regard to the Gov- 
ernor’s house. 
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Court yard before it be enclosed with a Brick wall 4 foot 
high with a Ballustrade of Wood on the Top. 

That the Land belonging to the House being about 60 
acres may be enclosed with a Ditch & Fence for a Pasture. 

That 3 doz. strong fashonable Chairs & 3 large Tables 
3 large looking Glasses, & four Chimney Glasses be bought 
for the furniture of the lower Apartments, as also one Mar- 
ble Buffette or Sideboard w’th a Cistern & fountain. 

That the great room in the second Story be furnished 
with gilt Leather hangings, 16 Chairs of the same, two large 
looking glasses with the Arms of the Colony on them ac- 
cording to the new Mode, two small Tables to stand under 
the Looking Glasses and two Marble Tables, Eight Glass 
Sconces. 

That there be one large looking Glass more for the largest 
of the Bed Chambers and four Chimney Glasses for the said 
Floor. 

One great Lanthorn for the Hall. 

That all standing Furniture for the Kitchen and Brew 
house such as a Copper for washing, another for brewing 
Stove Irons and other things that must necessarily be fixed 
to the House be bought & furnished at the publick Charge. 

Endorsed ] 

Mr. Robertson for the house Furniture, &c., for the Palace. 

[About 1710 probably. ] 


SALE OF WooL AND INDIGO, 1714. 


These Are to Give Notice to all Gentlemen, that there is 
to be Sold at Publick Outcry on fryday Next y’e 5th No- 
vemb’r, In Hampton Town Sixteen Pockets Cotton Wool 
Together with about Twelve Hundred-Weight of Indico, 
Lately Imported & Landed from y’e Ship Galliard, Now at 
Hampton, by y’e Permision of 

G. Luxe, Coll’o & Principal officer 
in this District for time being. 
[Endorsed] 
Mr. Lukes advertisement—1714. 
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LETTER IN REGARD TO THE Duty ON ImMporTED NEGROES, &c. 
Northumberland County, Ss, Septemb’r 4th, 1713. 


To the Honorable Alexander Spotswood, Esq’r; her Maj’ties, 
Leu’t Governor, Commander in Chief of Virginia: 


The Humble petion of John Ingram in all Humility Shew- 
eth that on the second day of July Last past there came a 
Negro Man to this County and had with him a Clause of a 
will and Certificate from under Two Justices Hands the will 
sett the s’d Negro Free & the Certificate (Confirm’d the 
same to be true with this will and Certificate this Negro past 
for some time and would fain have some of the Justices of 
y’e peace to review the same and to give him a pass to go 
on bourd Some Ship bound for London whereupon he was 
Adviced to come to your petion’r who Narrowly Inspected 
his papers had a strong Susspition that he was Run away; 
whereupon y’e petion’r apprehended the s’d Negro, and be- 
cause he had passed So Long and no body regarding him 
y’e petion’r sent his papers to the Honorable Rob’t Carter & 
prayed his Advices who was soon of the same Opinion that 
he was run away; by whose Advice I proceeded to Scourge 
ye sd Negro and thereby brought him to Confession; that 
he was a runaway Slave belonging to one George Fergusson 
a liver in Maryland In the Eastern Shore whereupon Im- 
meadly Committed him to the Custody of the Shir: and Ad- 
viced him to send his s’d Master word who accordingly did; 
but so it happened May it please y’r Hono’r, that when his 
master came he was Loath to Carry his Negro away & pro- 
fest he was Never Guilty of that Crime before and that he 
could saw plank & told y’r petionn’r that if I would Give 
him an Other good Neg’r Man and pay Some part of the 
Charge he was at he would Leave him with me; y’r petionn’r 
who haveing a Small Occation of Sum plank was Deluded 
to Change and Gave him another good Honest Negro man 
for his run away, since which Time I find him to be an Idle 
fellow ; and I Live in Continuall fear of his runing away from 
me; yet Soe it happens May it please your Hono’r, that Not- 
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withstanding the Disadvantage I had in the Exchange there 
is a Rumor rais’d by Sum that are no well wishers. To your 
petionn’r, that there is Five pound to be paid or the Negro 
forfeited by reason to runnaway from Maryland; Your pe- 
tionn’r w’th Submission to better Judgm’t, Humbly Con- 
ceives that the Law relateing to Imported Negros hath no 
regard to runaways & Especially where there is no fraud 
nor Collusion In the parties; the Negro I now have is a 
Marylander borne and bread, Whicli sort of Negros I hum- 
bly Conceive were not thought on by the Makers of y’e Law, 
nither could they think to Raise much Money by the Natives 
of Maryland, nither is there any fear of many of those Ne- 
gros coming to overstock this Countrey. May it please your 
Hon’r had the s’d Negro (being born in Maryland) been 
Actually Imported here to be sold I Supose it would have 
come within the words of the Law but not within the Mean- 
ing thereof provided the makers thereof Used y’e Same 
Reason for Negros as that did for Indians; to bring an 
Indian here by Water is five pounds, but to bring one by 
Land is but Twenty Shill; w’ch is a plaine Demonstration 
yt ye Impossion was Designed for those Countreys from 
w’ch in all Likelyhood there would Most Come; Such an Ac- 
cident as this w’th Submission to your Hon’r its Like never 
was; nor ever may be againe; now as to the Importer which 
ye Law Mention there is none As I know of, to which it 
may be Answer’d; that by ye Instruction to ye Collectors; 
he that Layes claime to the goods Shall be Esteemed the Im- 
porter; w’th Submission I presume this is meant where there 
Is an Importer and by Some Clandestine means has Landed 
ye good on Designe to Defraud the Officers of the Impos- 
sion; but may it please your Hon’r none of these fraudulent 
designes are in this Cace; to all this it might be Objected y't 
the words of the Law are Generall & saith from any port 
or place whatsoever, to w’ch it might be Answered that ye 
Reason of y’t might be that without Such Generall words 
Those persons that bring Negros from fouraine Countreys 
might have Landed y’m Ither in North Carroliner or in Marv- 
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land and So have made y’m Travell here by Land and by 
that Means have Defeated the Whole Intent and Meaning 
of ye Law, May it please your Honour, I have always un- 
derstood that it was the policy of all Statesmen to Lay the 
greatest Impossion on y’t Commodity that was Like to Over- 
burden there Nation & by which they could hope to raise 
most Money to Defray publick Charges & if Soe by Mary- 
land Negroes they Could never Expect to Raise Much Money 
and as to ye other Reason one coming & another going In 
his room has made no Addition to the Countrey; and to take 
any Law by the Strick words without the Intent would many 
time make that which was Intended for good prove Evill; 
for may it please your Hon’r, Should a man out of this Coun- 
trey travell Into Carrolina, Penselvanie or Maryland, &c., and 
one of his Negros born in this Countrey to wait on him and 
after Ither send him or bring him into this Collony per ye 
words of ye Law he must pay five pounds; or if a man Living 
here has a plantation In Maryland and Send Some of his 
Negros there for a short Time and After send for them back 
againe, he Imports them, & must pay five pounds, which 
could never be the Meaning of the Law makers no more 
then to think to Raise Money for Negros borne in Maryland. 
I have always thought it (and I hope will your Hon’r), that 
it is a good and pious rule to Straine the Strings of ye 
Law to ye Highest tune to bring in wilfull Offenders; and 
if Innocent persons be relived by Equity from the Strick 
words of the Law, I hope it will be my fourtune; upon these 
and the Like Consideration your petioner went to Mr. Thomas 
Lee, Naval Officer and acquainted him with ye truth of the 
Cace as it is here Represented who Considering the Same 
told your petioner that I would doe well to Represent it to 
your Hon’r. And that he was willing to stay till I could 
Conveniently doe the Same and Desired to have it done be- 
fore the Generall Court; and Said y’t Considering the Inno- 
cece of the fact; was not Satisfied, That it Lay within the 
Meaning of the Law; whereupon y’r most humble petioner 
Craves Leave to Lay this paper at your Hon’rs feet beseech- 
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ing you to pardon all Imperfection & Impertinances here in- 
scribed, and to make Such award, Order, Judgm’t or decree 
as to your Hon’r Shall Seem most Meet and Convenient, and 
your petioner further prayes y’t y’r Honour would Send y’r 
pleasure to Mr. Thomas Lee Navall Officer and your petioner 
as in duty bound. Ever Shall Most Humly Pray, 


[ Endorsed] 
Petition of John Ingram, Rec’d Sept. 1oth, 1713. 


COMMISSION PRO TEM. OF JAMES BLair® As Deputy AUDITOR. 


Alexander Spotswood, Her Majestys Lieutenant Governor 
and Commander in Chief of the Colony and Dominion 
of Virginia. 

To James Blair Esq’r, Greeting: 

Whereas William Blathwayt Esq’r Surveyor and Auditor 
of her Majestys Revenues arising in America did by Com- 
mission under his hand and Seal bearing date the fourth day 
of October, 1711, nominate Constitute and appoint Philip 
Ludwell Esq’r to be Deputy and Under officer to inspect ex- 
amine State and audit all accompts of all Rents Revenues 
prizes Fines Escheats Seizures Forfeitures Dutys and profits 
whatsoever arising & growing due to Her Majesty within 
this Colony and Dominion of Virginia to have & enjoy the 
said Office as long as the said William Blathwayt should 
please & think fitt. And whereas the said Philip Ludwell is 
lately departed out of this Colony for Great Brittain where 
his affairs may require his abode for some time, whereby the 
s’d office of Deputy Auditor of her Majestys Revenues is 
during his absence become Vaccant and it being necessary 
for her Majestys Service that ye same be speedily supply'd. 
I therefore reposing special Trust and confidence in your 
loyalty prudence and fidelity, Do by virtue of the authority 
to me granted by her Majesty hereby Constitute and appoint 
You to execute the s’d Trust and office of Deputy Auditor 


5 This was Dr. James Blair, President of William and Mary College. 
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of her Majestys Revenues And to inspect examine and State 
and audit the accounts of all Rents dutys and profits arising 
or falling due unto her Majesty within this her Colony & 
Dominion. To Have, Hold and enjoy the said office and 
Trust untill the arrival in this Colony of the s’d Philip Lud- 
well or some other person duly constituted & appointed to 
execute the same. And you are hereby directed during your 
continuance in that office to observe the Rules and directions 
mentioned in the afore recited Commission to Philip Ludwell 
Esq’r, and all other Instructions given by the said William 
Blathwayt for the better management of the s’d Trust. And 
for so doing this shal be your Warrant. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Colony this thirty 
first day of July 1713 in the Twelfth year of her Majestys 


Reign. 
A. SpoTswoop. 


[ Endorsed] 


Commission to James Blair, Esq’r, to be Deputy Auditor— 
1713. 


Joun WALLER® TO GOVERNOR SPOTSWOOD, 1714. 


To the hon’ble Alexander Spotswood, her Ma’ty’s Lieutenant 
Governor and Commander in Chief of Virginia, in Coun- 
en: 

John Waller. 

Humbly sheweth, 

That Your Honour having granted him the Agency of 
Queen’s Storehouse on Mattapony River, he the said John 
Waller after acknowledging with all gratitude Your Hon’rs 
favour therein, humbly takes leave to acquaint you that he 
is very desirous to relinquish the said Storehouse, and prays 
Your Hon’r would please to accept of such Relinquishment. 


And he shall pray, &c. 


*John Waller, of King and Queen county—afterwards of “ Newport,” 
Spotsylvania county—where he died in 1754. 
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[ Endorsed ] 


John Wallers’ pet’n for a Relinquish’t of Agency, Oct'r, 
1714. 


RELIEF FOR VIRGINIA VOLUNTEERS’ IN SOUTH CAROLINA SER- 
VICE, 1715, (FROM GOVERNOR SPOTSWOOD?) 


Gent’n. 
Being exceedingly concern’d for the unjust delay w’ch the 


Govern’t of South Carolina hath used in performing the En- 
gagements to the Voluntiers listed in this Country, and being 
sensible that the Wives & Familys of many of them suffer 
through that disappointment I am desirous to advance a 
Sum of money for the Relief of such of them as are most 
in necessity, as I have already done to some who have made 
application to me, upon the Credit of what their Husbands 
are entitled to for their service; but because it is better known 
to you than to me, which of ’em are fittest objects of Re- 
lief, I desire you will appoint two or three of yo’r bench at 
some convenient time and place to examine into ye Circum- 
stances of the Familys of such of the s’d Voluntiers as were 
listed in yo’r County, and accordingly to return the names 
of those you judge most necessitous, that I may give Orders 
for their Relieff. At the same time you will give notice to 
all persons who have Assignments upon the pay of those 
Voluntiers, either as Creditors or Attorneys to deliver in to 
the Gentlemen appointed by you an accompt of their Respec- 
tive Claims or pretensions, of which I desire you will cause 
a true Report to be made to me. 


T™In 1715 the Governor of South Carolina, then engaged in an Indian 
war, requested assistance of men from Virginia. South Carolina pro- 
posed, in order to pay the men, to send to Virginia slaves to the number 
of volunteers, to work on the plantations for their benefit. The Coun- 
cil agreed to comply with the request, and to defray the charges in- 
curred until the men should reach South Carolina; and for this purpose 
the Governor and Council postponed the payment of their own salaries. 
Early in July Spotswood dispatched a number of men and arms. 


, 
Go 
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[ Endorsed] 


Letter to York Justices to Certify,ye Objects of Relief in 
ye County—z2oth feb’ry, 1715. 


PETITION OF THOMAS MEADES TO THE GOVERNOR. 
Feb’ry, ye 2nd, 1715. 
Essex County, Ss. 
To The Hon’r’ble Alexander Spotswood, His Maj’tys Lieut. 
Govern’r and Commander In Chief of Virginia: 
The Petition of Thomas Meades, 


Humbly Sheweth: 

That Whereas your petitioner being Summons’d by the 
Sheriff of ye Said County to appear and Serve as a Jury- 
man to Lay of ye Land In Difference between Mr. Thos. 
Corbin & James Walker: your petitioner at ye Same Time 
Informed ye S’d Sheriff y’t he was willing to Serve pro- 
vided he was able at ye Time appointed but much Doubting 
y’'t he Should by reason your petitioner has for these Several 
years been afflicted with a very Lame Legg w’ch is Reduced 
to y’t weakness that a very Little Thing puts my knee out 
of joynt which hapned ye Very Day before ye jury was to 
meet; Which Rendered your petitioner Wholy incapable of 
any Such Service. Notwithstanding ye Sheriff Returned 
your petitioner summons’d and ye Hon’r’ble General Court 
has Fined your petitioner Two Hund’d and forty pounds of 
Tobb’o and your petition’r Very unable to pay the Same Most 
Humbly begs that your hon’r will be pleas’d out of your 
Clemency to Remit ye Said fine and your petitioner Shall in 


Duty bound Ever pray. 
THOMAS MEADES. 


[Endorsed] 
Tho’s Meads pet’n for remitting a fine—1715. 


[INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COMMANDER OF THE VIRGINIA SOL- 
DIERS SENT TO SOUTH CAROLINA IN 1715.] 


Instructions to Capt’n Peter Evans. 
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You are upon your going on board the Sloop William with 
the men under your command to take an acco’t of the quan- 
tity of Provisions of each species laid in for the Subsistance 
of the said men on their Voyage to Charlestown, and to take 
care that ye same be equally distributed among the men so 
far as shal be necessary without any wast or Embezlement; 
and upon y’r arrival at Charlestown to take also an acco’t of 
the quantity of each species then remaining, which acco’ts 
respectively you are to sign jointly with the M’r of the Sloop, 
and by him transmitt to me that the quantity of provisions 
expended may be the better known. 

Upon y’r arrival at Charlestown you are to apply to ye 
Governor or in his absence to the Council, and communi- 
cate y’r Powers and Instructions. 

You are to take charge as well of the Forces already sent 
from hence to South Carolina as those you now carry with 
you, and to instruct both the officers and soldiers in Mili- 
tary Discipline ; and in the first place that part of the Exercise 
whereby they may become most ready at Loading and fire- 
ing and in marching. 

You are in drawing y’r men together for Exercise to have 
regard to the disposition the Governor of South Carolina hath 
made thereof in the Garrisons, or shal hereafter make till 
they take the Feild and in all cases so to forme y’r designs 
of disciplining y’r men to Suit the measures taken by that 
Government for the defence of their Country. 

Whereas sev’ll men were Embark’d at Hampton on board 
the Morant, whose names I do not certainly know, yuu are 
by the first opportunity to transmitt to me an Exact Muster 
Roll of all ye men sent from Virg’a and you are also from 
time to time to take an acco’t of and transmitt to me the 
day of the death or desertion of every one of the s'd 
men who shal happen to desert or dy in this Service. 

And whereas I have received Overtures from the Cattabaw, 
Cherokee, & other Indian Nations living to ye Northwest of 
that Province for setting on Foot a Treaty of peace. You 
are to apply y’r self to ye Governor of South Carolina so 
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to dispose of the Virginia Forces as that they may not act 
| offensively against those Indians untill A reasonable time 
| be allow’d for their Messengers who set out from hence three 
| days ago to communicate my orders for a Cessation to their 
| Hy Several Towns but that the said Forces may be employed 
i | rather ag’d the Yamoosees or other Southern Indians till 
| yt said time be expired and that it be known whether ye said 
Hi Northern Indians will remitt their hostilitys. 

) And you are by all opportunitys to communicate to me all 
remarkable Occurrences, and whatever else you judge for 
: the advantage of the Service wherein you are engaged. 

| Dated in Virg’a ye 22d July, 1715. 


[ Endorsed] 
i Instructions to Cap’t Peter Evans—1715. 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 


REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ORDERS 
For the Main Army under Washington. 1778-1779. 


| (From Originals in the Collection in the Virginia Historical Society.) 


(CONTINUED. ) 


Head Quarters April 30, 1778. 
Brigadier Gen’! to-morrow McIntosh. 
F. O. Lieutenant Colonel Harmer & Maj’r Buchard. 
Brigade Major McComack. 
The Inspector from the 2d Pensylvania Brigade. 


found near Gen’! Woodford’s Brigadea small Seal set in pinch- 
beck one side plane the other a head with two faces—it is with 
| the Commanding Officer of the Brigade. 
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S P 
for Guard . . , j I I fe) 6 
Command . Gan I I 
fatigue a week . ‘ I 
I I 


May ist, 1778. 
B. O. The Brigade to hold themselves in readyness to be 
Mustered on monday at 10 O’Clock. 


G. O. Head Quarters May 1, 1778. 


Brigadier Gen’! tomorrow Muhlenburg. 
F. O. Colonel Courtland & Lt. Col. Innis. 
Brigade Major Ogden. 

Inspector from Poors Brigade. 


The Brigade Quarter Masters are dayly to attend at the 
Orderly Offce for the Orders of the Quarter Master General 
precisely at 3 O’Clock in the afternoon. It is expected this 
order will be strictly Complyed with or the delinquent may de- 
pend upon being severely noticed by the Q-M. Gen’l. As the 
Adg’t General is now furnished with the names of all the men 
in the Hospital and the Regiment they belong to also, of those 
Dead Deserted and was discharged from them at different times. 
Officers Commanding Regiments and Companies are therefore 
desired immediately to apply to him and get an exact account 
of their men before they attest their Muster Rolls for the last 
month, and every month hereafter, as such Returns are to be 
made regularly for the future to prevent the uncertainty hereto- 
fore experienced. The Muster Master also and his. Deputies are 
Ordered to be more Carefull hereafter and not to Certify any 


‘Muster Roll unless the duty every absent man is on or the Hos- 
pital he is in is mentioned in the Muster Roll on the day of 
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Muster the men are to be brought on the parade Clean, dressed 
in their Regimentalls and with their arms and accoutrements, 
they are to be drawn up in the Order which they stand upon the 
Muster Roll with arms shouldered and Bayonets fixed. Officers 
take post in front of their Companies and to Continue their 
during the time of Muster, the field and Staff Officers are to at- 
tend and no Officer or Soldier to be absent unless on duty or 
prevented by sickness, the Rolls must be maid out with all pos- 
sible fairness and agreeable to the directions given by the Officer 
of Muster. 

A certain number of Picketts will be fixed up in front of the 
lines by the direction of the Inspector General, a sufficient 
number of Centinalls from each Brigade are to be posted with 
strict Orders to prevent their being removed. 

A General C. M. whereof Maj’r Forest is appointed Presid’t 
is Ordered to set to morrow at 10 O’Clock A. M. at the Gulp to 
try such Prisoners as shall be brought before them. 


Gen’! Muhlenburg I I 9 


[ Here one of the manuscript volumes ends, and another begins 
which extends from June 4th to July 4th, 1778, inclusive. ] 


[The first pages are mutilated; . . . indicate such places. ] 


G. O. Head Quarters Valley Forge, June —. 


Brigadier Gen’! tomorrow Scott. 

F. O. Lt. Colonel North & Maj Haws. 

Brigade Major Berryan. 

Inspector from Muhlenburgs. 

The following Resolve of Congress, the opperation of which 
has been heretofore prevented by the perticular Circumstance of 
the Army is to be in future observed. In Congress, November 
19, 1776. Resolved, that on any Sick or disabled N. C. Officer 
or Soldier being sent to any Hospital or Sick Quarters the Cap- 
tain or Commandant of the Troop or Company to which he 
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belongs shall send to the Surgeon or Director of the said Hos- 
pital or give to the Non Contmissioned Officer or Soldier sent to 
the Hospital or Quarters a Certificate . . . . by the Pay 
Master of the . . . . . . is due such N. Commissioned 
Officer or Soldier at the time of his entering the Hospital or 
Quarters and the Captain or Commandant of the Troop or 
Company, shall not Receive the Pay of the said Soldier in Hos- 
pital or Quarter or include himinany pay . . . . during 
his Continuance their in & in Case the N. Commissioned Officer 
or Soldier shall be discharged from the Hospital or Quarter unfit 
for the Service a Certificate shall be given him by the Surgeon 
or Derector of what Pay is then due them and the said Non- 
Commissioned Officer or Soldier so discharged shall be intitled 
to Receive his Pay at any Pay Office or from any Pay Master 
in the service of the United States, the said Pay Master keeping 
the Original Certificates to prevent . . . . the N. Com- 
missioned Officer or Soldier his discharge or a Certified Copy 
their of mentioning at the same time his haveing been paid,— 
that this Resolution be transmitted to the Commanders in Chief 
in the several departments to be by them given out in Orders 
and then delivered to the directors of Hospitals in each Depart- 
ment who are to Cause the same to be fixed up in some Con- 
spicuous place or places in every Military Hospital for the infor- 
mation of all Concerned. 

Commanding Officers of Regiments are immediately to make 
Returns to the Commissary of Military Stores of the arms actu- 
ally wanting in their respective Corps to Complete the number 
of Men fit for duty in each agreeable to which the Commissary 
is forthwith to Issuethe Arms . . . . _ All Persons what- 
ever are forbid selling Liquors to the Indians if any Suttler or 
Soldier shall presume to act Contrary to this prohibition the 
former will be dismissed from the Camp and the latter Receive 
seveir Corporal punishment. 

On the March Lt. Colo. Flury will be attached to General 
Lee’s Division Lt. Colonel Davis to General Sterlings Lt. Col- 
onel Barber to Gen’! Mifflins . . . . Turnant to Gen’l De 
La Fayitt Lt. Colonel Brooks to Gen’! De Calbs and as they 
will not be imployed on the March in exercising or manoeuvr- 
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ing the Troops thay are to fill the Office of Adj. Generals each 
in his respective Devision. . 


S Cc P 
For Guard . . : I I 8 
3 Days Com’d 3 
In Guard «CC I 8 
Quarter Guard I 6 
I 3. 2 25 


G. O. Headquarters June 5, 1778. 


Brigadier Gen’! to Morrow Huntington. 

F. O. Lt. Colonel Vost Major Peterson. 

Brigade Major Stagg. 

Inspector from late Conways. 

A Court of Enquiry whereof Colon’! Wigglesworth is appointed 
President will set to morrow morning at 10 O’Clock at the Presi- 
dants Quarters at the Request of Lt. Col. Duplessis to Enquire 
into his Conduct on the different occations mentioned in a letter 
from the Commander in Chief to Congress in his behalf and 
into the Truth of the facts on which the Representations con- 
tained in it were founded, and of the several matters urged by 
the Officers of Artillery to the Contrary in a letter from them 
to the Commander in Chief, all persons conserned will attend. 
Lt. Colonel Durben & Butler Major Hay . . . . Campbell 
will attend as members. Capt. Lawrence Keen of the 
Regiment late Pattons is appointed Aid de Camp to Major Gen’! 
Mifflin and is to be Respected and obeyed as such—a Capt. 
from Weedons and a sub from the 1st Pensylvania Brigade are 
to repair immediately to the Hospital at the Yellow Springs to 
releve Captain Wallace & Lt. Swearingam, they will attend the 
Orderly Office for instructions. 

At a Gen’! C. Martial May 27, 1778 Colonel Chambers Presi- 
dant Lieut. McDonald of the third Pensylvania Regim’t Tryed 
for un Officer & un Gentlemanlike behaviour in taken two Mares 
& One Barrell of Carpenters Tools on the Lines which Mares 
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he Convayed away and Sold the Tools at private . . . with 
Insulting behaviour and Refuseing to Comply with his Arrest— 
after mature Deleberation the Court taken into Consideration 
several Circumstances are unamiously of opinion that altho’ Lt. 
McDonald is Guilty of the facts alledged against him in the first 
Charge that it does not amount to one un Officer or un Gentle- 
manlike behaviour and do acquit him of the first Charge—like- 
wise of the second. 

The Commander in Chief is far from ‘being satisfied of the 
propriety of Lt. McDonald’s Conduct he knows of no authority 
under which he had a right to Seize the Horses in Question, 
and to apply them in the manner he did, he approves still less 
of the measures taken in respect of the Tools. If the probabil- 
ity of their being Carryed into the Enimy arrises by a disafected 
Person, justified the Ceizer nothing can justify the converting 
them as appears to have been intended to private immolliment 
to the injoury of the right owner who was an absent and inno- 
cent Person and who had only lodged them in the Care of others 
during his absence, thay immediately ought to have been taken 
to and deposeted with the Q. M. Gen’l. Lt. McDonald is 
Released. 

Generals Poors, Varnom, Huntington rst Pennsylvania and 
late Conway Brig’es and the Artillery are to Receive their Pay 
for the Months of Feb’y & March this day. Woodfords, Scotts 
& the N. C. Brigades the 6 Instant. Glovers Pattersons & 
Leornards the seventh. Weedons Muhlenburgs the 1st & 2nd 
Maryland the eight. 


S Cc Pp 
for Guard ‘ I 9 
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(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE PAPERS. 


FROM ORIGINALS IN THE VIRGINIA STATE ARCHIVES. 


CONTINUED, 


Reports OF COLNELS CHRISTIAN’ AND LEwis DuRING 
THE CHEROKEE EXPEDITION, 1776. 
Six Mile Camp, October 6th, 1776. 


Honourable Sir:— 
I have advanced six miles from: Fort Patrick Henry which 


1In the early summer of 1776 a party of seven hundred Cherokees ad- 
vanced against the Watauga and Holston settlements with the design of 
destroying everything as far as New River, but the men on Holston, on 
both sides of the Virginia line, hastily assembled, and, under the com- 
mand of Captain Thompson, defeated the Indians in a hard-fought 
action at Long Island of Holston (Kingsport, Tenn.) About the’same 
time the fort at Watauga was unsuccessfully attacked by the Cherokees, 
who, however, ravaged the settlements in various directions, killing one 
man and wounding others at the present site of Abingdon, Va. At the 
same time other bands of the tribe were raiding the frontiers of the 
Carolinas and Georgia. The States whose territories were endangered 
determined to strike such a severe blow at the Cherokees that they 
would no longer be a source of peril. Inthe summer of 1776 four expe- 
ditions were sent out by Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Georgia. In August the North Carolina army, under General Griffith 
Rutherford, 2,400 strong, crossed the Blue Ridge at Swannanoa Gap and 
destroyed every Indian town—thirty-six in all—upon the Oconaluftee, 
Tuckasegee, the upper part of the Little Tennessee and Hiawassee. At 
Waya Gap, in the Nantahala Mountains, there was a hard fight, in which 
the Cherokees were repulsed; but the North Carolinians lost forty men. 

On September 26th the South Carolina army, under Col. Andrew Wil- 
liamson, 1,860 strong, joined Rutherford near the present Murphy, N. C. 
The South Carolinians had destroyed the lower Cherokee towns near 
the head of the Savannah River, and had several sharp fights. 

In July the two hundred Georgians, under Col. Samuel Jack, had de- 
stroyed two towns at the head of the Chattahoochee and Tugaloo rivers. 

The Virginia forces, after rendezvousing at the Long Island of Holston, 
followed the well known Indian war-path to the crossing of the French 
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Lieutenant Colonel Russell? has called the Fort at the great 
Island.* I will inclose you herewith a return of the Army with 
me, besides which about 100 men are left at the Fort to Guard 
the Stores there. Lieut. Colo. Morgan* of Colo. Lewis’s Bat- 
talion is on his march with about 140 men officers included but I 
doubt is too far behind to have any probability of overtaking me. 

I came to the Island on the 21 of September, since which 
time several parties of the Enemy have been about us; they 
killed one Soldier and one of the countrymen near the Island 


Broad, near the mouth of what is known as Dumplin Creek, and pro- 
ceeded onwards to the towns on the Little Tennessee, The Island Town, 
the last point reached in the reports as far as here published, was about 
thirty miles from the present Knoxville, somewhat to the west of south, 
Not long after the date of Christian’s last letter, printed above, the 
Cherokees begged for peace. This was granted on condition that all 
prisoners and captured stock were given up, and that as soon as the 
representatives of the tribes could meet in the spring all the disputed 
territory in the Tennessee settlements should be ceded to the whites. 

Mooney (19th Annual Report, Bureau of Ethnology,) says: “The 
effect upon the Cherokees of this eruption of more than six thousand 
armed enemies into their territory was well nigh paralyzing. * * * * 
From the Virginia line to the Chattahoochee the chain of destruction 
was complete.” 

For accounts of these campaigns see Mooney, as above: Ramsey’s 
Tennessee, pp. 150-159, and other authorities cited in Mooney’s Myths 
of the Cherokees, 47-53. For Christian's expedition he only refers to 
Ramsey and Roosevelt (Winning of the West). 

?William Russell, son of Col. William Russell, was born in Spotsyl- 
vania county in 1735. He was educated at William and Mary, served as 
a captain in the French and Indian War, and in 1770 removed to South- 
western Virginia. He was actively engaged in exploration and in the 
protection of the frontier. He was appointed Colonel of the 13th Vir- 
ginia on December 19, 1779, transferred to the 5th Virginia September 
14, 1778, taken prisoner at Charleston May 12, 1780, exchanged Novem- 
ber, 1780, and served to November 3d, 1783 ; brevet Brigadier General 
November 3d, 1783. He died January 14th, 1793, and has many de- 
scendants. See William Russell and His Descendants. 

> The Long Island of Holston, now in Tennessee. In 1760 Col. Wil- 
liam Byrd, commanding Virginia forces, had built Fort Robinson here. 

‘This was probably Daniel Morgan. He was released on parole from 
his prison at Quebec in the summer of 1776, and it is likely had been 
duly exchanged by October. 
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and tuok another prisoner who escaped the second night after 
he was taken, but was not able to give me any information, 
more than, that the party were twelve in number and making 
homewards. Several of the country people have been also 
fired upon and some wounded since I came to Holston. The 
Enemy generally fire from behind Logs and bushes, and seldom 
at a greater distance than eight or ten steps; last tuesday three 
of them fired upon two men and broke one of their arms but 
they got away, nothing has been done since. I have no intelli- 
gence from Brigadier Rutherford® since his letter of the 27th of 
August. I will inclose you both his letters, and my answer to 
his first. The last I have not answered. If he is an enterpriz- 
ing man he may finish the Campaign before I get to the Indian 
Towns. The difficuity of marching from the valley Towns to 
the Overhills is not half so great as from Green Bryer to Point 
Pleasant. 

I shall march in less than an hour and take with me 30 days 
flour and seventy days Beef. I hope to cross Broad river the 
15th Instant where it is most likely I shall be attacked or meet 
with proposals of peace. The men who have fled from the Towns 
say that the Indians will surely fight desperately; which they 
promised Stewart® the King’s Superitend’t to do; and Camron 
his deputy who remains amongst them is daily encouraging 
them to defend their country against a parcel of Rebels. I 
Heartily wish that they may first attack me; and it is the wish 
of the Armys. Camron being an awful man, may invent meas- 
ures to delay our march if the Indiaas will execute them with 
dexterity, but still I have no doubt of returning to the Island 
in five weeks from this time; six at the farthest. 

Yesterday I sent four of my Scouts to the Towns to endeavour 
to take a Prisoner, that I may know what the Enemy are doing, 


5 Brigadier General Griffith Rutherford, of North Carolina, who was 
wounded and captured at the battle of Camden, August, 1780, and died 
December, 1799. 

®John Stuart, who was prior to the Revolution General Agent and 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the Southern Department of North 
America, used his utmost endeavors after the outbreak of the war to in- 
stigate the Indians to attack the revolting colonies. 
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but the attempt being new, and the probability of meeting some 
of them before they can reach the Towns so great, that I have 
but little hopes of success. I have promised the four men £100 
if they succeed. 

I have also sent another party of Scoutts, about Eighty miles 
from here & within fifty miles of the Towns to watch the path. 

If anything new occurs at Broad river I shall send you an 
Express as speedily as possible. If I am attacked there and my 
march delayed I must send back to the Island for more Flour. 

Mr. Madison’ the Commissary in chief will write you fully about 
the Provisions, so that I will not trouble you and the Honourable 
Council on that head. 

The people on Holston and Clinch from ten miles above Stal- 
nakers* downwards are in Forts, the number of souls contained 
in them, I am told amounts to more than 3000 their distress is 
very great; I called at such as are upon the main road and found 
many in want of provisions, great numbers sick, and heard of 
many that had died; occasioned I suppose by their close confine- 
ment & being too much crowded together. I ventured to direct 
that a few loads of Flour shouid be distributed amongst the Wives 
and Widow mothers of those men who are with me, and gave 
orders to the Commissary to keep an account thereof, that the 
men may be called upon to pay for it, or such other steps taken 
therein as your Excellency and the Honourable Council shall 
please to direct. 

In all Probability there will be more Flour than I shall want 
for the Expedition. It might prevent great distress if your 
Excellency and the Hon’ble Council would allow some of it to be 
sold to such of the Inhabitants as have lost their Crops by the 
War. 

Lieut. Colo. Russell who was much disappointed, especially in 
the County of Fincastle about getting three hundred men or- 


™Thomas Madison, of Augusta county, was the paymaster of the 
Cherokee expedition. He was a son of John Madison and a brother 
of Bishop James Madison. 

8 The home of Samuel Stalnaker, on the Middle Fork of the Holston, 
a few miles above its junction with the South Fork, was long a famous 
place on the southwestern frontier. See this Magazine, XIII, 252, 253. 
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dered by the Convention; took into the service a great part of 
the men in the Forts; that step, and that alone, prevented the 
people from starving or getting out of the Country altogether. 

I should have written your Excellency several times since I 
wrote to his honour the President, but I really did not know well 
what to say; I could not until within a week past speak with 
such certainty as I wished to do. 

I am sir your most obedient 
Humble Servant 


WILLIAM CHRISTIAN. 


[Directed] Our Publick Service. 


To His Excellency Patrick Henry, Esq’r, 
Governor of Virginia. 


Bank of Broad river,* October 14, 1776. 
Hon’ ble Sir:— 

I am now encamped with the Army on the Bank of Broad 
river next the Cherokee Nation. On the 12th in the evening 
just before I was about to Encamp, a white man with a Flag met 
me about five miles from the river. He said that the Nation de- 
sired peace, and that the Raven Warrior of Chote in particular 
had sent him to desire he might speak to me & that he did not 
doubt but that we should agree in case I would treat upon 
reasonable terms. He told me moreover that the advanced 
parties were at my present camp and that the whole strength of 
the Nation were expected here that evening in order to oppose 
my crossing, which was easily.o be done at this Foarding with- 
out great loss. 

Yesterday about twelve O'clock I came to and formed my camp 
on the other side from where it was discovered there was Indians 
here. I sent up and down the river to search for foardings one 
was discovered above by our men seeing four Indians pass over, 
and Below a place unfrequented was found which it was supposed 
could be crossed at Ten O'clock at night I set off with betwixt 


® Broad River, on the French Broad, is a well-known and picturesque 
affluent of the Tennessee River, in the eastern part of the State of Ten- 
nessee. 
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ten and eleven hundred men, 200 of them mounted on Horses 
and by one o’clock in the morning got over with much danger 
and difficulty; the river being so Deep and rapid that none of 
the men could waid, the night was so very dark I was obliged 
frequently to make lights: the river about half a mile counting 
the several windings we were obliged to make. About an hour 
before day I marched within a mile of this spot where I expected 
the enemy were, and at Sunrise surrounded the place; but found 
no enemy. Upon this I ordered the remaining part of the Army 
with the Provisions and Baggage to be brought over, which is 
now effected. 

At twelve o'clock the three men mentioned in my former letter 
returned; without a Prisoner, but with intelligence (but the 
manner of getting it, I must not now mention, least this may 
be mis-carried,) that the whole Force of the nation is now near 
me, with a determined resolution to attack me, and to skirmish 
at me from here to the Towns; aiming to destroy the Cattle & 
Horses and in obedience to Stuarts orders (now at Mobille) 
never to make peace; to Fight and retreat on. It appears also 
that the Flagg was disapproved of by most of the Towns except 
three, under the influence of the Raven; that him his Broth. & 
Capt. Gist were here, when the white man was Sent home with 
the flag. I forgot above to mention my answer to the Raven’s 
message, it was: How can he send to me for peace before he has 
delivered up Camron that enemy to white and red people. How 
can the Nation think of asking peace of me when they retain 
our Prisoners. How can they ask a peace when they have the 
assurance to assemble their men to Fight me, if they should dis- 
like my terms. That I would cross the river and that I would 
Proceed to the Towns—That mercy and Bravery was the char- 
acteristock of the States of America—and that I should distin- 
guish betwixt these Towns who had behaved well towards us; 
and others who had not done so, They have not sent to me since; 
but it seems more than Probable that the Pr-posals although 
really the Sentiments of three Towns, that the majority hoped 
to take me unguarded while a Treaty was on Foot. Six Indians 
were seen this day one six miles down the river where I crossed 
last night and four within half a mile of this Camp. I shall look 
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for an attack to-morrow. However I judge the enemy will be 
vexed and disconcerted at finding me here to-day. It will I 
dare say take me four or five days to reach the Towns as I must 
March Slow and aiways in order. 

It is reported in the Towns that Stuart is sending 800 Creeks 
who are to be there in a few days. However be as it may I shall 
proceed and endeavour to have matters settled before I return. 

General Rutherford has returned to the Senaka Towns some- 
where about Keonee after laying waste * * * the Valley, 
one of my * * * * say that he has sent a woman Prisoner 
with proposals of Peace, another says He has not. This is all I 
can hear But I believe it to be certain, he has returned. Per- 
haps another Flagg may come as the Indians say we travel as 
fast as them and seem very impudent. They attended me all 
the way from the Island but seldom came nearer than to hear the 
Tapping of the Drums, which was pretty constant, in order to 
keep the several lines in order. 

It is now evening and I intend to March tomorrow by ten 
o'clock if possible. Should anything new occur before then I 
will add it. 

I am sir your most obed. Servant, 


Wm. CHRISTIAN. 


Capt. James McCall of South Carolina who was taken Prisoner 
the first day of July last by the Cherokees is now with me & a 
brave man. He has a wife and five children and wishes it to be 
Published in the Gazette that he is here and well, by this means 
it will get into the Carolina Paper & reach his family. 


Camp on French Broad River, Oct. 17, 1776. 


May it Please your Excellency : 

Yesterday about noon our whole Army arrived at the 
river but from the accounts Colo. Christian received from one 
Harland a white man who the Indians sent with a Flag of Truce, 
he did not think it prudent to attempt crossing in the day. Har- 
land told us there were 7 or 800 Indians lying on the opposite 
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bank of the River, and that he overtook several parties of them 
as they came from their Towns, on their way to the river. 
About 8 o’clock at night Colo. Christian took about 1,100 men 
with him and marched down the river about 4 miles to a Ford 
the spies had discovered, though there was nd appearance of its 
ever being used; crossed safe with all the men, and after a most 
surprising march through the woods arrived at the place the In- 
dians were said to be at before sun rise. But instead of a general 
engagement as was expected, the banks of the river was found 
clear and no signs of more than three or four Indians. Upon 
which the Colo. ordered the rest of the army to cross which was 
done today and the whole in good order. 

From the accounts Colo. Christian received to day from three 
men he had sent to the Cherokee Towns we have the greatest 
reason to expect an attack in a day or two. Our men are in 
high spirits and really wish for an attack that they may have it in 
their Power to Chastise the cruel villians. 

I am sorry to tell your Excellency that from sickness and 
deaths I have not been able to bring but a little more than 300 
men of the 2nd Battalion on this important expedition. The 
men being so very sickly while they were in the service below 
gave the people of the Counties that composed the Battalion 
such a distaste to the minute service that a very few new recruits 
could be raised by the officers. But the deficiency has been 
amply made up by the activity and good conduct of Colo. Chris- 
tian in raising the men in the back Counties. 

I am yr. Excellency’s most obedient humble serv’t, 


Cuas. LEwIs. 


To His Excellency Patrick Henry, Esq., Governor in Chief of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. 


Bank of Broad River, Oct’r 15, 1776. 
Hon’ ble Sir: 
I wrote to you yesterday evening what news I then had. 
This is a little after sun rise and I am preparing to march! 
About an hour after dark last night Captain Gist came came in 
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with a Flag from the Raven Warriour to intercede for Chote. He 
seems to doubt my other Intelligence that the whole force was 
to ight me. He says from the answer I gave the first Flag that 
the Raven had hopes and had turned all he had influence over; 
the enemies forces were encamped about four miles from here; 
that when his party drew off the others followed, and that yester- 
day morning great numbers were moving off their families & 
corn. He says that Camron offered a great reward for his Head 
and the man who brought the first Flag. That he advises the 
Indians to burn their Towns and Corn; because they must then 
depend on him for ammunitions to get meat & by that means to 
continue the war. He says that one thousand of the Carolina 
Gide Indians are over on this side. He says that Camron will 
try to assemble them all somewhere about Highwassey & to de- 
fend that place or to bring them to fight. I intend to speak to 
some of the Warriours to catch him if possible. He says there 
are several small parties about us, who will do what harm they 
can, but that no General Battle will be fought except when I 
cross the Fences or towards Highwassey, if I follow there. He 
says that the whole people of the Valley and lower settlements 
have come over and quit that country. That their loss of men 
was very inconsiderable. I judge the Flag was only an excuse 
for him te get with me. I believe he is sorry for what he has 
done. I did intend to have him put in Irons, but the manner of 
his coming I believe will Prevent me. The officers tell me that 
the Camp is in great confusion about him, some think there are 
many favorable circumstances attending him—And many for kill- 
ing him; of the last the Greatest part. I spoke but little to him 
& don’t know whether he wants to go back or not. He says the 
Creeks are expected soon. I believe I shall push first for the 
Island Town & those who bred the war & have thoughts of spar- 
ing Chote. 


I am sir Your mo. obet. & H’b’le Serv’t, 
WILLIAM CHRISTIAN. 


To His Excellency Patrick Henry, Esq., 
Berg. 
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The Island Town,” Oct. 23d, 1776. 
Hon’ ble Sir: 

I crossed the Tenesee on the 18th Instant passed through 
the Town of Toquo and encamped in the Town of Tornattee on 
the roth I moved from Tornattee here after passing through the 
Town of Fuskeege & a Town on Tilliko river. This Island 
Town is about six miles from Toquo, where I crossed the River; 
and it is the lowest on the River except a new Town opposite 
to the lower end of it called Uivle. I met with no opposition in 
crossing the River and found the Indians had ran off hastily, 
some of them had shut their doors and some had not: they had car- 
ried off their cloathes & best of their Household goods but took 
but little provisions, the greatest part of them I judged went off 
in Canoes down the Tenesee. They left Horses, Cattle, Dogs, 
Hogs and Fowls, The crops of Corn and sweet potatoes are 
very great. It appears to me that in the Towns on this side 
of the Hills, there must be between forty and fifty thousand 
bushels of Corn and ten or fifteen thousand Bushels of Potatoes. 


Harlin, the man who met me with the Flag at Broad river says 
that every party he delivered my answer to Turned about and 
ran home as quick as possible that he rode fast from Broad river 
to the Towns, and that some of them kept up with him on foot. 
That the next day after all the people in the Towns packed up 
and Fled; those that did not go down the river went to the 
Highwassey river, where there is a Town on the path to the 
Creeks, that Camron employed some of the Indians to kill him 
and Gist for being concerned in talking of peace; but tha 
he kept out of their way: on the 21st I sent two men towards 
Highwassey and two up this river in order to meet with some 
of the Indians & tell them that as they refused to fight I would 
now hear what the Raven and the other chiefs had to say. 

The men that went towards Highwassey returned last nigh 
and informs me that ten miles from here they met an old woman 
and two children who had been there six days and nights in 
the woods without Fire or provisions other than Grapes and 
Hawes; the two men made them a Fire and gave them victuals 


1 The Island Town appears to have been about thirty miles S. S. W 
from the present Knoxville. 
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they then proceeded ten miles farther and met a young man 
who had lost his wife and was then in search of her; as soon 
as they saw him they called to him to come in; which he 
clubbed his Gun & came up. His information was that the 
Indians were so much afraid that they would fly before us 
wherever we went that Camron had pushed off for the Creek 
Nation as soon as he knew I had crossed Broad river with only 
his own family and two or three of his wife’s relations; one or 
two white men and a young woman daughter to one Captain 
Smith in South Carolina. She was taken prisoner by the 
Indians and bought by Camron from them. He treats her well; 
she told him when it was reported I was coming that she would 
run tu the army as soon as she could; He answered she must 
not for the rebels would murder all without distinction. 

I wrote to the Raven that, as he wished to speak to me I was 
now here and found His Nation would not Fight that I was 
willing to hear him & the other chiefs that I did not come to 
War with women and children but to Fight with men. That 
his people had better be upon their Guard, Because if they did 
not comply with my terms after seeing me that I should see 
them safe from my camp, and then consider them as enemies. 

Three white men who had always been our friends with their 
wives and children and the woman and two children I mentioned 
above are to be in my camp this morning; they were within 
three miles last night. Tomorrow I expect the Raven Occunas- 
tota the Carpenter & many others of the chiefs, and I suppose 
that in three days after I can open a treaty or begin to destroy 
the Towns and pursue the Indians towards the Creeks. I know 
six that I could kill & take Hundreds of them, and starve hun- 
dreds by destroying their corn: but it would be mostly the 
women and children as the men could retreat faster than I can 
follow and I am convinced that the Virg’a State would be 
better pleased to hear that I showed pity to the distressed and 
spared the suppliants; rather than that I should commit one 
act of Barbarity in the destroying a whole nation of Enemies. 
I believe that all the old Warriours and all the women in the 
Nation on this side of the Hills were averse to the war; and 
that the rest were led on by Camron, sometimes by Bribing 
them and at others by threatning them a chief called the Dragon 
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Canoe lately raised to Power went to Mobile last spring & came 
from there with Henry Stuart, and through the Chickasaws where 
Gist joined them they brought in about Three thousand Pounds 
of good powder & a good deal of other presents. This chief 
was the principal agent in hastening the War. I came through 
other towns without touching any thing in them and am now 
destroying his. I intend to destroy some others that was under 
his influence whether I make peace or not, particularly a Town 
in which a man was burnt that was taken at Watuga. 


It is said here that M. Wilkinson the Agent for South Caro- 
lina in lower Towns has all along coresponded with Camron & 
from several circumstances I believe it to be true. One McClean 
at Augusta Town in Georgia it is said has also corresponded with 
Camron. I find his intelligence has been pretty good. He told 
the Indians that the Carolina Armies would be about 4000 and 
the Virginia Army about 2000 men. When the Shawnese came 
here with the war belt they told these people that they meant 
to amuse the White people with treaties and then fall on them 
When unexpected. But amongst them there was not one chief 
or a man of note, nothing has been heard from them since. 


When the Carpenter was at Mobile perhaps between three 
weeks & a month ago he was informed that the English men of 
war had taken a number of vessels belonging to the Continental 
Fleet near that place several small vessels were brought up to the 
Town and shewn him [illegible] as I hope in a week more to 
know what is to be done; I do not send this letter by a particu- 
lar Express but by a few Drovers who intend to move their fami- 
lies to Kentucky this fall they will carry it to Botetourt from 
whence I will direct it to be sent by Express to Augusta or Bed- 
ford to which place a post comes with the News Papers. I have 
now written to the Commanding officer at the Great Island to let 
me know by Express whether the Shewnese has broke out or 
not. 

I forgot to mention in any former letters that I had left with 
the Lieutenant of Botetourt 200 lb. Powder, with the Lieut. of 
Fincastle 300 Ib. that I had distributed some amongst the Forts 
on Holston and that I had sent to the people of Harrodsburg on 
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the head of Salt river near Kentucky 100 lb. Powder & 176 lb. 
lead. I sent it by Capt. Harrod & Capt. Benj’a Logan who 
came unto the Inhabitants to procure some and followed me to 
the Island on Holston on that account. I expect to be in Bote- 
tourt by the 20th of November Whether I treat or not unless I 
am detained along the Fronteers of Fincastle and Botetourt by 
the Shawnese being broke out. 

Mobille is an object worthy of the Publick’s attention more so 
than Detroit. There is great quantities of Indian goods there. 
I hope to gather a good deal of information respecting the 
American affairs to the Southward before I go down. The 
report is here that the Indians say that they thought Colo. Hen- 
derson was sent by Government to buy land from them. The 
two members of the Convention that are with me will get what 
information they can about that affair as they expect to be at 
Wms’ Burg early in December & reckons the Convention will 
not rise until Christmas or after it. 

If the people can settle in peace I fear differences about land 
near the Carolina line will grow high if Something is not done 
about it. 

I think these Towns are about 60 miles from Boundary betwixt 
Carolina & Virg’a when extended South Carolina formerly gave 
laws to the White people & regulated the Indian Trade but if 
No. Carolina is only one Degree wide it will take in Tenesee 
here. If North Carolina can take a Degree & half Which it is 
said by one of its officers with me; it will have a most valuable 
part of the back country. I like it better than the Virginia part 


of this side of Ohio. 
I am Sir your most obed’t Servant, 


WILLIAM CHRISTIAN, 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 


Communicated by Mr. LorHrop WITHINGTON, 30 Little Russell street, 
W. C., London (including ‘‘ Gleanings” by Mr, H. F. WATERS, 
not before printed). 


RoBErT PARKER. Will 13 November 1671; proved 4 April 
1673. To my wife and fellow traveller Jane Parker the rents of 
free land in Bosham during her life according to lease granted by 
she and mee to my son George Parker and by him to be paid to 
his mother Termina vite. To said wife in free land or Burgage 
Tenure in Meadhurst during her life or the minority of her and 
my sone John. To said wife the third part of free land in South- 
ampton during her life. To said wife the third part of profits de 
claro from land in Virginia. As my wife has desired to have 
only left her Twenty five pounds per annum during her life 
with a room or two furnished. To the which is she so pleases 
she acquitting her former bequests above mentioned charging 
my son George who is of best ability and all the rest of her 
and my children to have speciall care of their dear mother. 
To my son John Parker £100 at 21 years besides his living at 
Medhurst. To my ingrateful son John Martin 13 pence which 
with £120 which he have already with my eldest daughter Abi- 
gaill is too much. To my daughter Margaret £60 at 21 years. 
To youngest daughter Constance Parker £60 at 21 years. If 
any of my daughters are willing to renounce their legacies in 
England and go to Virginia that daughter shall have for her 
portion rights due to me, with Plantation, housing and stocks 
to her and her heirs for ever with Patent in the hands of Mr. 
John Wise at Oenacot in Northampton County in Accomake 
the plantation in Anduen River. To Margaret Sherlock my 
apprentice 20s. To each of my servants 5s. To 8 poor men 8 
pence apeece in the parish of Bosham. My grandfather John 
Parker did give 13s. 4d. to St. Laurence in Southampton ever 
out of demise in tenure of Mr. Petter Clarke where he and my 
father both lye buryed to be further continued as it hath been 
before. Myson George Parker executor. Mr. William Peas- 
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cod of Bosham and John Rawlings of Southampton take my 

son John Parker into their tuition and shall be overseers. Wit- 

nesses: William Silverlock Henry Payell and William Pescodd. 
Pye, 49 


[Though the records, which have been examined, do not specifically 
state that Robert Parker was brother of George Parker, ancestor of a 
well known Eastern Shore family, there seems no doubt that he was so. 
The testator was an example, of which there are many, of a resident of 
Virginia who owned land in England. It is evident that Robert Parker 
was of a Hampshire family, as his father and grandfather were buried in 
the Church of St. Lawrence, Southampton. This English town seems 
also to have been his own home. In the records of Northampton 
county, Va., is a certificate, dated December 29, 1650, to Mr. Robert 
Parker, proving that he might obtain a land grant, the importation of 
certain persons. Among these, in addition to himself, were Jane 
Parker, John Waler [Waller?], Henry Etheridge, &c. This date doubt- 
less indicates the time of his removal from England to Northampton 
county. In the same county is recorded a deposition, dated January 30, 
1653, of Robert Parker, aged thirty-two years. On December 8, 1654, 
Rober Parker made a deed of gift of a heifer to John Elzey, George 
Parker a witness, and on the next day John Elzey conveyed the same 
heifer to George Parker, Jr., son of Robert Parker, and, if he died, to 
his sister Abigail Parker, George Parker being again a witness. On 
March 21, 1656, Robert Parker, of Northampton county, Va., gave a 
power of attorney to Mr. Richard Cornelius, of the town and county of 
Southampton, England, merchant, authorizing him to ask and receive 
all such rents ‘‘as shall be due me”’ from William Shawcroft [or Chaw- 
croft] for a tenement or farm called Copers Hall [or Sopers Hall] now 
in his tenure by lease from me, and also unto me from one Mendhurst 
from rents “for lands in his tenure and occupation of my Lord Monta- 
gue’s holding,’’ and also to dispose of said lands for tearme or time, and 
to make absolute deeds of conveyance and sale. Robert Parker’s wife, 
Jane Jones, John Elsye and George Parker witnesses. On January 28, 
1658, Mr. John Parker, attorney of Mr. Robert Parker, by power of 
attorney from Jane Elzey of Old England, petitioned Northampton 
Court that Mr. John Elzey, executor of Mr. Ralph Barlow, be ordered 
to pay to said Jane Elzey 500 lbs. tobacco given her by the will of said 
Barlow. Robert Parker probably returned to England at the Restora- 
tion, as on November 12, 1660, there was a suit by the wife of John 
Hould for her freedom from being a servant to Mr. Robert Parker. The 
suit was brought in his absence, and he proved by evidence taken before 
Mayor of Southampton, &c., that her service was not yet completed. 
He was, however, apparently in Virginia at a later date, as there is re- 
corded in Isle of Wight county a power of attorney, dated January 27, 
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1661, from Robert Parker, of Northampton county, to his friends, Mr. 
George and Mr. John Norsworthey, authorizing them to demand of 
Thomas Parker, of Isle of Wight county, any papers concerning the 
said Robert Parker which might be in his hands. 


There is in Northampton county a deposition, dated April 25, 1654, of 
Mr. George Parker, aged 28, or thereabouts. Also two depositions of 
Mr. John Parker, dated in 1663, in one of which he states that he is 28, 
and in the other 29. George Parker, in his will dated 1674, names his 
brother John.] 


RICHARD DavyeEs, now of St. Leonards, Shoreditch, county 
Middlesex, late of Peankatanke River in Virginia, Planter. 
Will 25 August 1660; proved 5 July 1661. All debts to be paid, 
To my wife Joane Davyes, my plantation of 220 acres in Pean- 
katanke River in Virginia, all my stock of Tobacco by crop 
and due unto me be specialtyes and my stock of cattle and hogs, 
all household goods and make her my executrix. Witnesses: 
Edward Boswell, Edward Tudman, William Davis, Adam 


Eve, Serp. 
ay, 107. 


WILLIAM FILLETER of Southampton. Will 15 December 
1657; proved 23 February 1658-9. To my son Edward Filleter 
45 and my best cloak, and to his son William 20s. To my 
daughter Anne who liveth in Virginia £10. To my daughter 
Joyce Crooke 4os. To my godson Beniamin Crooke gos. To 
my son Peter Filleter 415. Son Isaak Filleter £15. Son 
George Filleter £15. Daughter Susanna Filleter £40. To 
Anne Filleter, daughter by my third wife £60. To a protestant 
Minister for a funeral sermon 20s. Residuary Legatee and 
Executrix: Anne Filleter my wife. Overseers: Mr. John Hollo- 
way of Winton, Mr. John Clerke of St. Crosses and William 
Harvey of Whitewell Isle of Wight. Witnesses: John Hollo- 


way, John Clarke, William Harvey. 
Pell, 106 


WALTER IRBYE of the parish of Akeemacke, County of North- 
ampton, County of Virginia, Planter. Will 24 September 1651; 
proved 30 July 1652. To my mother Olive Irbye als Cooper, 
widow, all my goods and chattels in Virginia, my lands and 
tenements in Hoggstrapp County Lincoln, now in tenure of Ann 
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Dobbett, widdow, for life and at her decease to the heirs of my 
late Aunt Anne Irbye. Risiduary Legatee and Executrix: 
Mother, Olive Irbye. Witnesses: Rebecka May, Thomas Wel- 


son, scrivener. 
Bowyer, 149 


ELIZABETH WINCH of the parish of Great Alhallowes, Lon- 
don, Spinster being now bound for Virginia in the parts beyond 
the Seas in the good ship the ‘*‘ Recovery.’’? Will 9 January 
1659-60; proved 9 May 1661. My grandmother Martha Rowse 
ot Whitewaltham, county Berks, deceased left me a house now 
in possession of John Brooks tenant thereof, the said house in 
White Waltham having paid all legacies execpt £3 to Thomas 
Winch, my Brother I leave to my Brother Richard Winch and 
Brother John Winch. Executors: Brothers Richard and John. 
Witnesses: William Trigge: Francis Bartlett, Scrivener at Hol- 


borne Conduite. 
May, 83 


Henry Roacu, mariner of parish of Abbots Ley. Will 16 
April 1677; proved 24 March 1678. To poor housekeepers of 
Bristol £20 at discretion of Mr. Ed: Fielding and Mr. Wm. 
Scrynimer. Poor housekeepers of Abbots Ley £30 the interest 
to be distributed for ever. To Dorothy wife of John Sanders, 
Shipwright, 20s. perannum. Toeachofherchildren £5. Tothe 
children of Thomas Fry deceased £5 each. To Joane Stone 
wife of John Stone £10. To Hester wife of George Cable £10. 
To each of the children of Henry Roach formerly of Wapping, 
London £15. To Ann daughter of Richard Towne £10. To 
the Minister of Abbots Ley £20, the profits to be used therefor 
for a sermon in the Parish Church every year on 27 December. 
To the Poor £5. To each of my godchildren £5. To my 
cousin Samuel son of my Brother John Roach £500 when 21. 
To Ann daughter of my Brother Jm. Roach £300 when 18 and 
if she marry with her father’s and mother’s consent on the day 
of her marriage. To my sister Martha wife of John Roach £20. 
All my lands and goods, parts of ships, cargoes, etc in Kings 
dominions, Jamaica or Virginia or any other place to my residu- 
ary Legatee and Executor: my Brother John Roach. Over- 
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seers: Mr. Edward Feilding, and Mr. Wm. Scryminer. Wit- 


nesses: Robert Kirke, Sarah Wilsham. 
King, 36 


ROBERT THURSTON the younger, late resident in St. Pulckars 
parish, London, Armourer, but now bound forth on a voyage to 
Virginia where I am to remaine. Will 17 August 1669; proved 
7 January 1677-8. Sole legatee and Executor: My Brother in 
Law: Thomas Wilde of Milend, parish of Stepney, county 
Middlesex, Armourer. Witnesses: Thomas Draycott, John 


Carvuer, William Deane, William Waterman. 
Reeve, 9 


Sir Henry Hype, Knight. Will 1 March 1650-1; proved 
23 June 1660. To be buried in the Cathedral Church of Salis- 
bury near my deceased parents and when the times bee safe 
with an inscription that I suffered temporal death for loyaltie, 
my debts viz: £100 to Dr. Thomas, £100 to Dr. James Hyde, 
£20 to Mrs. Frauncis Vivian, widow and £15, 10 groats to Dr. 
Hyde to be paid out my estate due from the Turkey Company 
and others ‘‘at hower of my execution.’’ My lands in the Somer 
Islands and Virginia to my godson William Hyde and my houses 
and vineyards (and all Turkish papers) etc in Greece to him 
after decease of my Brother Dr. Thomas, in case he be a mer- 
chant and live there and in defect to the heirs male of my 
father’s family, but never to bee alienated from Christs Church. 
To Godson Henry Crow £10. A mourning ring to every 
Brother and to my sister Gounter and her husband and my 
executors and overseers. Executors: Dr. Thomas and Dr. 
James Hyde. Overseer: Dr. Edward Hyde. Subscribed at 
the Tower 25 February 1650 in presence of John Browne, John 
Ward, William Edwards. I desire my executors to preserve 
the Tyn case left with the French consull of Singrua and ordered 
to be sent to Doctor Thomas at zant and to take out his Maj- 
esties Royal Instructions and Commissions and present theme 
to the King or princepall Secretary of estate humbly thanking 
his Majesty for his good opinion of and graces done vnto me 
who most contentedly suffers what his enemies enflicts for his 
loyaltie and praies for his felicitie, hee is the best master in all 
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the world. Mr. Abbotis commission for Egypt may bee given 
him gratis if hee bee aliue and bee a good subiect, my red 
covered booke in 4° I desire may remaine in my Executors 
hands only that account thereby may bee given to the King or 
whom he shall comand of my faithfull endeavours to his service 
however iniured by the Turkish company and Sir Thomas Ben- 
dysh for whom I humbly begg his Majesties pardon in what 
relates to my particular. mourning rings for my Lord Treas- 
urer, Lord Jermyn, Sir Sack: Crow, his Lady and my Godson 
Harry Collonell Edwards, Mr. Maurice Abbotts, Mr. James 
Franes, Sir Edward Hyde and his sister Mrs. Susan Hyde, my 
cousin Mr. Richard and the two Laurence Hydes. The Master 
of St. Cross and Resident of Pavina, Cousen Edward and 
William Hyde, Mr. Woodarfe, Mrs. Andrews, Mrs. Vivian, 
Mrs. Saintloe, all my Brothers their wives and my godduaghter 
Margarett, Sister Gounter, and her husband, Brother Hum- 
phries, and godson Will, Brother Radford, Widow Hyde of 


Heale and her Brother Dr. Thomas Hyde. 
Nabbs, 95 


[Sir Laurence Hyde, of Salisbury (uncle to Edward, Earl of Claren- 
don,) had many sons, one of whom was Sir Henry Hyde, Ambassador to 
Constantinople, who was beheaded on Cornhill, London, March 4, 1650-1, 
and was buried at Salisbury. He was condemned by the new High 
Court of Justice of having accepted an embassy from the King. It is 
possible that there may have been some relationship between Sir Henry 
Hyde and Robert Hyde, a prominent lawyer in York county, Va., about 
the beginning of the 18th century. ] 


CHRISTOPHER PERKINS late of the Borough of Norfolk in the 
Colony of Virginia, now of London (St. Annrew Holborn-Pro- 
bate Act), Merchant. Will 27 July 1765; proved 5 December 
1765. To Brother Thomas Perkins my little Close in the Crook 
adjoining on the Garth of Mr. William Hall on the South side, 
also fiue Pasture Gates and two Days works, parcel of eight 
Days works in the Low Field, which I am entitled to as Heir at 
Law of late Brother William Perkins, deceased, under will of 
late dear Father deceased, also two other Days work (parcel of 
ditto) devised me under said will, all for his life, then to my 
Brother Hutton Perkins. To friend John Langdale, late of 
Norfolk in Virginia, now of Haddon Field in West New Jersey 
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420 Virginia currency to buy a piece of plate, to be paid by 
friend Colcnel Robert Tucker of Norfolk in Virginia. To 
Brother Thomas Perkins and Sister Hannah Perkins £200 ster- 
ling each as soon as effects recovered from Virginia. To 
Nephew William [Perkins and Neice Elizabeth Perkins each 
ditto. To Neices Ann and Mary Perkins, ditto. Plate, Jewels, 
Linne, etc to Nephew William Perkins and Neices Elizabeth 
Anne and Mary. Residue to Brother Hutton Perkins of Bar- 
nard Castle, County Durham, executor. Witnesses: Joseph 
Bambridge, Ann Bambridge, George Perkins. 
Rushworth, 462 


ANDREW Cape of East Betchworth, county Surrey, Esq. 
Will 30 September 1662; proved 23 October 1662. To my wife 
Magdalen Cade the interest I have in a Brewhouse in Rigate. 
To my cosen Andrew Cade son of my nephew Walter Cade, 
deceased, after decease of my wife the house I now dwell in 
called the Manor of Wonham late bought of William Wanham 
of this parish and all the lands I bought of Arnold the butcher 
of this parish, and after his decease to Henry Cade, Brother of 
aforesaid Andrew Cade now dwelling in Virginia to his heirs for 
ever. To my Brother Simon Cade £10 yearly for life and yearly 
to Henry and Peter Cade Brothers to said Andrew £10 each. 
To {poor of Betchworth for a stock £20. Poor of Reigate 
likewise £20, and to the poor of Betchworth yearly £5 and for- 
ever. Poor of St. Thomas the Apostle £10, St. Laurence 
Poultney £10, St. Martins le Ongar £10, all these last named 
parishes are in London city. To the poorjof the Company of 
Drapers of which I am a member 20 marks. Toa poor child 
born in Betchworth called Anne Vernon when she shall be 18 
£20. To my servants William Bishopp, Roger Lincock, Ste- 
phen Burrell, Richard Namdred, and Ralph Friday 20s. apiece. 
To my Sister Mary Hopgood, Brother Simon Cade, Cozen Wil- 
liam Chilcott, Cozen Robert Chilcott 40s.feach. Residue and 
debts owing, vizt: Richard Savadge deceased of Reigate Wil- 
liam Otway, and Jane his wife in Astred, Giles Thornton of 
Reigate to my wife and executrix. Witnesses: Charles Hood- 


man, Francis Bryant, John Friday, Peter Monck. 
Laud, 124 
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THOMAS MATHER, Commander of the Ship Pitt of London, 
now bound out on a voyage from London to Virginia. Will 29 
March 1766; proved 16 February 1767. To my wife Margaret 
Mather all my household goods and £40 and all the produce of my 
whole estate for one year. To my mother Mrs. Frances Mather 
of Newcastle on Tyne £20. To my 4 sisters Jenny Grundy of 
Newcastle, Becky Watson of Plymouth, Nancy and Francis 
Mather of London £1 each. Residuary Legatees: my children. 
Executor: Mr. James Mather of London, Merchant. Witnesses: 
Daniel Frazier, Thomas Briant. 


Commissary of London (Town) Register No. 83, no folios. 


“WILLIAM Watson of the ship Ratchell now bound to Vir- 
ginia, Captain John Armstrong. Will 24 September 1750; 
proved 22 April 1756. All to wife Katherine of Dover, county 
Kent, Executrix. Witnesses: George Green, Robert Rich- 


ardson. 
127 Glazier. 


GeEoRGE Dossikg, Mariner of London, now living in Well 
Close Square. Will 27 January 1776; proved 13 April 1776. 
Executors: Mr. John Hyndman, Mr. Thomas Main, Mr. Edward 
Staple, and Mr. Robert Howden of London, and Mr. Robert 
Shedden and Mr. John Brockenburgh of Virginia. To my wife 
Sarah Dobbie £100 and my house No. 44 Well Close Square, 
two tracts of land in Halifax County, Virginia, one on Sandy 
Creek and the other on Buffalo Creek. My wife to educate and 
apprentice my children and my estate to be divided among them 
at her death viz. George Dobbie and William Hugh Dobbie or 
any others I may have. If they die, half at her own disposal, 
the other half to my neece Elizabeth Morton, Mantua maker, 
if she die to my granddaughter Sarah Susannah Dobie, daughter 
to Rev. Mr. John Dobie of the Magdalen, and Elizabeth Sussanna 
Robinson, daughter to Samuel Robinson of St. George in the 
East, Coal Merchant. Witnesses: Elizabeth Martin, Ann Reid. 

Bellas, 171 
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REVOLUTIONARY PENSION DECLARATIONS 
FROM PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY, VA. 


(From Copies ON FILE AT PITTSYLVANIA C. H. 
CHATHAM, VA. 


JOHN SMITH. 
State of Virginia, 
Pittsylvania County. 


On the 17th day of September 1832, personally appeared 
before the County Court of Pittsylvania John Smith a resident 
of the County & State aforesaid aged 88 years, who on his oath 
made the following declaration, — 

That he was drafted in the Virginia Militia under Capt. James 
Brewer of the County of Pittsylvania in the year 1781—the 
names of the lieutenant & ensign he does not recollect, that he 
marched first to Halifax Co. House in the State of Virginia 
where he met the regular Army under the command of Gen’ls 
Greene & Stephens—thence he marched with the main Army 
by the Red House in the County of Caswell in the State of N. 
C. and by the High Rock on Dan River in the State of North 
Carolina to the battle of Guilford in that State. In that battle 
he was in the company of Captain Black, his former captain 
(Brewer) under whom he was drafted having returned home. 
After the battle of Guilford Capt. Black was discharged & 
William Dix became his Captain. He then marched from the 
battle ground with the main army under General Green to the 
head waters of Rocky River—thence down that river to its 
confluence with Deep River in the state of N. C.—thence down 
Deep River as far as the neighborhood of Chatham Co. House 
in North Carolina. On Deep River he left Genl. Green with 
the main army & he marched with Col, Cocke to Haw River 
in N. Carolina. There he left Col. Cocke and received a dis- 
charge from his Capt. Wm. Dix, which discharge is now filed 
& shown to the Court, dated Mar. 30th, 1781. 

He afterwards was drafted under Capt. William Dix in the 
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fall of the year 1781, and marched immediately to York Town, 
and remained there with the Army until the Surrender of the 
British under Cornwallis. From York Town he marched as one 
of the company who were sent to guard the prisoners at No- 
land’s ferry. On the Rappahannock his Captain William Dix 
was taken sick and Charles Williams was appointed Captain 
from whom he received his final discharge now filed and shewn 
to the Court. 

His 

JoHN X SMITH. 
Mark 


JacoB ANDERSON. 


Pittsylvania Co., 
State of Va., to wit. 


On 22d day of August Personally appeared in open Court 
Jacob Anderson, a resident of said county & State aforesaid 
(aged Seventy years) made following declaration on his oath— 

That he entered the service of the U. S. drafted in a Company 
under the Command of Capt. John Marshall and marched about 
the first of April 1778 in the said Company from the County of 
Caroline direct to Williamsburg & was stationed at that place 
forty five days. He does not now recollect any of the Officers 
or soldiers that were there then, except the Captain that he 
marched with, that he was discharged at Williamsburg about 
the 1st of June 1778, that his discharge is lost or mislaid and 
cannot be found. He does not know any living person that 
served with him on that tour, the whole time of service rendered 
including the time of travelling home was upwards of two months. 

He again entered the Service of the United States as a Sol- 
dier being drafted & marched from the County of Cumberland 
Some time in the year 1779 in a Company commanded by Capt. 
Richard Allen, Lieut. Glenn, and Ensign John Daniel—through 
the County of Goochland and joined Col. Skipwith’s [Henry 
Skipwith] Regiment as well as he now recollects, in the County 
of Hanover, and then marched to a place called Morben Hill 
about 17 miles below Richmond, and was Stationed at that Place 
under Baron Steuben for Sometime but frequently marched 
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about the Surrounding County untill our term of Service ex- 
pired, being three months. He does not recollect whether he 
received a Written discharge or not, but believes they were dis- 
charged by entire companies. He has no discharge in his Pos- 
session, but the tour of Service is Proved by Charles Allen who 
was an Orderly Serjeant in the Same Company with him. 

He again entered the Service of the United States about the 
last of August 1781 being drafted as a Soldier and marched from 
the Said County of Cumberland in a Company of Militia com- 
manded by Capt. Creed Hankins [Haskins] thro the Counties of 
Powhatan & Prince George to little York and was attached to 
Col. Skipweth’s Regiment, and was Stationed at that Place 
until Lord Cornwallis Surrendered himself and his Army to 
General George Washington. He was discharged at that Place 
by Colo. Skipwith on the 20th of October 1781 the whole time 
of Service rendered on this tour including the time to travel 
home was at least two months—his discharge is lost or mislaid 
but the service rendered on this tour is proved by Charles Allen, 
who was with him Stationed at the Same place. 

He was born in the County of Caroline in the State of Va. 
He supposes in the year 1760 but has no record of his age—He 
lived in the County of Caroline when he first entered the service 
of the U. S. in the year 1778. He moved to the County of 
Cumberland in the winter of 1779 and lived in that County when 
he entered the service of the U. S. last & resided in Same 
County until the year 1784. He then removed to the County of 
Pittsylvania & has lived there ever since. 

Sworn to & Subscribed the day & year aforementioned. 

His 
JacoB X ANDERSON. 
Mark 


ROBERT FERGUSON. 
Pittsylvania Co., 
State of Va. 


On this 22d day of August 1832 Personally appeared before 
the Court of Pitts. now sitting, Robert Ferguson, a resident of 
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Said County & State aforesaid, aged Seventy Two years, and 
made the following declaration on his oath— 

That he entered the Service of the U. S. some time in the 
year 1779 as a Substitute for Bozaliel Wier & marched from the 
County of Pitts. in a Company of Militia commanded by Capt. 
Witcher to Salisbury in the State of N. C. & joined the N. C. 
Militia in that place under Colo. Mason, he was stationed there 
two or three months, then marched to Charlotte in said State 
N. C. & remained at.that place a few days, they were marched 
from there for some time in various directions untill they arrived 
at Stone Inlet on coast of S. C. & were stationed near that place 
until their term of service ended, being Six months, that his dis- 
charge is lost & cannot be found. He does not know any per- 
son living that was with him in that tour but the Service ren- 
dered is Proved by Bozaliel Wier who employed him as his Sub- 
stitute. 

In the Spring 1780 he was employed by Joseph Terry to 
assist him in driving a Parcel of Cattle into the State of N. C., 
when they arrived at Wilks Court House about the 15th day of 
May 1780. He again entered the Service of the U. S. as a Vol- 
unteer Soldier, and marched from the Said County of Wilks in 
State aforesaid in a Company commanded by Capt. Wm. Cleve- 
land & joined the Regiment Commanded by Colo. John Cleve- 
land, that they continued marching in various directions, Some- 
times down the Catawba River, not being stationed long at any 
One Place, they were Principally engaged in Searching for, and 
taking Torys untill about the first of October, they returned to 
said Wilks C. H. & were there discharged by Colo. Cleveland, 
the whole of the time rendered on this tour was at least 4 months 
& 15 days, his discharge is lost & cannot be found. 

About the first of December 1780 he again entered the Service 
of the United States as a substitute for Wm. Bennett & marched 
from the County of Pitts., State of Va., in a Company of drafted 
Militia commanded by Capt. John Winn to the Island Ford on 
Dan River from there to the great falls on the said Dan River 
where Danville is now situated, from there they marched to the 
State of N. C. & joined the Main Army under Gen’! Stephens & 
Gen’! Lawson, he was then transferred to a Company Com- 
manded by Capt. Wm. Dix and marched with him in the Army 
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as aforesaid in various directions, not being stationed long at any 
one place, but sometimes marched nearly all night, untill they 
met with Lord Cornwallis in the County of Guilford, when a 
severe Battle was fought, the Americans were defeated in that 
engagement & retreated to Troublesome Iron Works near Haw 
River, where they were again Organized and marched from that 
place under Gen’l Green in Pursuit of the British untill they 
arrived at Rumseys Mill on Deep River in State of N. C. He 
was discharged at that Place by Capt. William Dix in month of 
April 1781, the whole tour of service rendered on this tour is at 
least four months. His discharge is lost but his service can be 
proved by James M. Williams, who was a soldier with him at 
same time & place. 

About last of April 1781 he was drafted as a soldier & marched 
from Co: of Pitts. in a Company of Militia commanded by Capt. 
Henry Burnett thro’ Halifax Co. to Charlotte C. H.—joined the 
army at that place under Gen’! Lawson, was transferred to a 
comp’ y Commanded by Capt. John Buckly attached to the Regi- 
ment commanded by Maj’r Purnell, from there was marched to 
Prince Edward C. H. & from there through Cumberland Co., 
crossed James River at Carter’s Ferry & continued to march 
until they came to Dandridges Old field in Hanover County 
when he was again transferred to a Company commanded by 
Capt. Wm. Clark. He marched with him under Maj. Purnell 
in said Army to a place called Morben Hill about 17 miles below 
Rich., was stationed there several weeks, then marched the 
whole Army under Baron Steuben, Gen’! Green, Stephens & 
Lawson to Jamestown; a Battle was fought at that place, after 
which they went back to Morben Hill where they were stationed 
until he was discharged by Capt. Wm. Clark about last of July 
1781, the whole service rendered on this tour was three months, 
his discharge is lost & cannot be found but the service Rendered 
is proved by Leroy Shelton who was a soldier with him in same 
Companies & at same time. 

That as soon as he returned home from Serving the above tour 
which was in the month of August 1781 he enlisted with Wm. 
McCraw who was a Deputy Quarter Master for the Southern 
Army at Peytonsburg Pittsylvania Co. Va., during the war & 
remained in the service of the U. S.—engaged a waggoner 
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driving the public teams under the command of the said Wm. 
McCraw untill after the end of the War, the whole time service 
rendered under this enlistment was at least one year. His dis- 
charge is lost, but his service can be proved by Jas. M. Williams 
who was in same service with McCraw. : 

Was born in Co. of Halifax State of Va.—year 1761. 

Lived in Pitts. Co. when entered the Service of U. S., & has 
lived in said Co. ever since. 

Sworn to & Subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 

His 
ROBERT X FERGUSON. 
Mark 


ABRAHAM CHANEY. 
Pitts Co., State of Va.—to wit: 


On the 22d day of August 1832 Personally appeared in open 
court before Dan’l Coleman, Jas. Logan, David H. Clark & 
Wm. D. Pannill the Court of Pitts. now sitting Abraham Chaney 
a resident of said county, aged 72 yrs. & made following declara- 
tion on his oath— 

That he entered the service of the U. S. as a Volunteer Sol- 
dier in a company of Militia Commanded by Capt. John Donald- 
son jr. Lieut Moses Hutchings & Ensign Joseph Williams & 
marched from the County of Pittsylvania on the gth day of 
April 1776 & went thro Franklin Co. crossed the Blue Ridge at 
Magotty Gap, New River at English’s Ferry & continued on to 
the Islands of Holston River & was stationed on that river in a 
fort, from that Place, Capt. Donalson with 15 men of whom he 
was one, went out to search for the Cherokee Indians ranging 
Principally thro the woods in Various directions for about two 
weeks when they returned to the same fort where they remained 
until their tour of duty being for three months expired—When 
he was discharged by Capt. Donalson at that place in the Month 
of July 1776, about 300 miles from home making in all the time 
rendered on this tour including the time to travel home at least 
3% months. 

His discharge is lost or mislaid so that it cannot be found but 
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the Service rendered is proved by Joshua Dodson who was a 
soldier with him all the time. 

He again entered the Service of the U. S. as a soldier ina 
company of Militia Comimanded by the same Capt. John Donal- 
son jr, Lieut. John Gwinn & marched from the said Pittsylvania 
Co. on 7th day of April 1778 went thro the County of Franklin 
to Colo. Preston’s in Montgomery, remained near his House a 
few days & marched from there to Hatfield Fort on Stoney 
Creek near New River in said Co. Montgomery—& was sta- 
tioned at that place under the said Officers (no other troops 
being there) until the 12th of Aug. 1778, when he was discharged 
by Capt. Donalson, the time of this tour being four months & 
8 days, his discharge is lost but proved by John Neal and John 
Forthing who were soldiers with him at that place. 

In the winter of 1781 he was drafted as a Militia soldier & 
marched from the Co. of Pitts. in a Company under the com- 
mand of Capt. Clements thro the County of Halifax into N. C. 
to Hillsborough & was there taken sick & Placed in a Hospital 
near that Place & was confined there two months & 15 days, 
when he hired his Brother Joseph Chaney to take his place— 
Joseph was received as a Substitute for him & he was discharged 
from the service being still sick. His discharge is lost & cannot 
be found. 

Relinquishes pension in other Rolls of Agency. 


Sworn to & Subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
his 
ABRAM X CHANEY. 
mark 


DANIEL BRADLEY. 
Pitts Co., State of Va. 
On 22 day of August 1832, personally appeared in open court 
before David Clark Wm. L. Pannill & , county 
court of Pitts. now sitting Daniel Bradley, a resident of the Co. 


of Pitts. & made following declaration— 
That he first enlisted & entered the service of the U. S. asa 
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regular soldier in the 1st Va. Regt. of Southern Army, was 
enlisted by ensign Belew in Cumberland County Va. where 
he then resided, on the 1st of July 1780, engaged to serve for 
18 Mo’s, & was marched by Capt. Alexander Gwthemy from 
Cumberland Co. to Chesterfield C. H.—the place of rendezvous 
where he was put under command of Capt. White whose com- 
mand was attached to the armed force commanded by Col. 
Campbell, Mulenburg the commanding general, from there he 
marched under the command of Col. Campbell & Capt. Morton 
to Guilford C. H. or its neighborhood & was engaged in the 
Battle of Guilford commanded by Maj. General Greene, from 
thence after that Battle he marched under Colo. Campbell & 
Maj. Gen’! Greene & Capt. Morgan, who fell in on the way to 
ninty-six where he remained 31 days the whole month of May 
1781—from thence he marched under the same General officers, 
Campbell & Greene, skirmishing & taking by the way Scotch lake 
Fort, Friday’s Fort, Thompson’s Fort, Augusta Fort, the Block- 
house to Camden where they were stationed for 10 days—from 
thence he was marched under the same officers, Capt. Morgan, 
Colo. Campbell & General Greene to the Eutaw Springs, where 
on the 8th of Sept. 1781, he was engaged in that Battle, from 
there they reconoitered about that section of the country, check- 
ing the enemy, during which time they remained several weeks 
on the High hills of Santee, the Place of Rendezvous, from 
there they were marched under Lieut. Greene, Capt. Morgan 
being wounded at Eutaw Springs to Stone, from thence to 
Salisbury in N. C. where he was discharged by Lieut. Greene— 
That his discharge is mislaid or lost, that he has no documen- 
tory evidence to prove the facts required. 
his 
DANIEL X BRADLEY. 
mark 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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THE BRENT FAMILY. 
Compiled by W. B. CutLton, Washington, D. C. 
(CONTINUED. ) 


LAND GRANTs TO GILEs BRENT, His SON GILEs BRENT, JR., AND His 
SISTERS MARGARET AND MARY, 1651-1662. 


[From the Virginia Land Bocks. ] 


(Vol. 2, p. 359.) 

Lieut. Col Giles Brent, 1040 acres in the county ot Northumberland 
on Potomac River—one of the lines is stated to be near the house of the 
said Brent. Granted Aug. 20, 1651. Head rights: Daniel Gardue, Bar- 
bara Hales, Morris Owin, Aplier Gouch, Wm. Milton, John Frederick, 
Wm. Williams, Dorothy Lewis, Henry Biggs, Edward Huntley, Grace 
Browne, John Raven, Richard a Welchman, Josee Do: Bottomly, Elenor 
Colt, Mary Cuneday, Coran, Irishman; Latta his wife, John Hutchinson. 


(Vol. 3, p. 134.) 

Mary Brent 1640 acres in Northumberland County on the Potomac 
River and on Ouiough River [Aquia Creek] adjoining the land of Cap- 
tain Giles Brent. Granted Oct. 17,1652. Head rights: Mr. Wm. Ayres, 
Richard Jones, Robert Camfrey, Wm. Archey, 3 negroes, Joanne Dennis, 
John Coventon, Richd Walerman, John Norton, Elizabeth Busby, Kath- 
erine Cordes, Joyce Pep, Chas. Chamblick, Wm. Martin, Stephen Ben- 
son. Richard Paskall, Matthew Stratton, Wm. Bedham, Wm. Sebockee, 
Captain Brent, Mrs. Margaret Brent, Mrs. Mary Brent, Mrs. Mary Brent 
wife to Captain Brent, Mary Kendall, Thomas Foster, Wm. Clarke, John 
Williams, Richard Purlonge, Jane Gilpin, Mary Outis, John Fleet. 


(Vol. 3, p. 192.) 

Captain Giles Brent 390 acres in Northumberland on Ouiough River, 
adjoining his own land. Granted May 4, 1653. Head rights: Thos. 
Conapsacke, Anne White, Frances Kinge, Frances Anduile, Richard 
Colleford, John Boshwood. 


(Vol. 3, p. 210.) 
Mr. Giles Brent Jr. 800 acres on the south side of Potomac opposite 
the Indian town of Paspetansy. Granted Sept. 11, 1653. Head rights 
16 persons, names not given. 
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(Vol. 3, p. 212.) 

Mrs, Mary Brent 600 acres on Potomac ata place called Mathias Point 
[now in King George County] granted Sept. 11, 1653. Head rights: 
John Saysell, Thomas Gregson, Richard Ridges, John Anderson, Grace 
Woodrose, Ann Badger, John Coleman, Rachael Ashton. 


(Vol. 3, p. 225.) 

Mrs. Margaret Brent, 700 acres in Westmoreland County in the 
Freshes of Potomac, beginning at the mouth of Hunting Creek, [near 
the present Alexandria] and lying on Potomac River. Granted Sept. 6, 
1654. Head rights: John Ranalls, Wm. Bonce, Robert Lawrence, 
Daniel Keliie, Walter Donell, Wm. Wright, James Bryce, Richard Con- 
mers, Richard Coleman, James Ramsay, John Mason. 


(Vol. 3, p. 303.) 

Lieut. Colonel Giles Brent, 1518 acres in Westmoreland County, viz: 
768 on Potomac River and on a branch of Potomac Creek and Ouiough 
River [this is in the present Stafford] and 750 on Potomac and adjoin- 
ing another tract of the said Captain Giles Brent and lying on Potomac 
Creek, &c. Due as follows: 768 acres formerly granted him by patent 
Aug. 20, 1651, and 750 acres formerly granted to John Rookewood Aug. 
20, 1651, and by him deserted and then granted to the said Brent by 
order of Council of the present date. Patent dated Nov. 27, 1654. 
[The head rights are as given in the former patent. ] 


(Vol. 3, p. 308.) 

Captain Giles Brent 300 acres in Westmoreland County on the Oqui 
River and adjoining his own land Granted July 6, 1654. Head rights: 
Rooke Asson, Richard Hampton, David Henry, Robert Matthews, 
David Lamking, Walter Rawlins. 


(Vol. 3, p. 365.) 

Mrs. Margaret Brent, 1000 acres in the County of Lancaster on the 
the south side of the Rappahannock River about a quarter of a mile 
above the falls of the same river. Dated Sept. 4, 1655. [This was just 
above Fredericksburg.] Head rights: Richard Cherry, James Hamil- 
ton, John Martin, William Cooper, one negro woman, Mr. John Under- 
hill, Henry Jones, Giles Wright, John Randall, John Hutchinson, Henry 
Newly, Thomas Allen, James Muller, James Leman, Richard Good, 
Walter Olnier, Francis Greasly, Mary Wagstaff, John Mayne, Edward 


Cooke. 


(Vol. 3, p. 373-) [Indexed as “Giles Brent, Jr.’’] 
Mr. Giles Brent, son of Captain Giles Brent rooo acres in Westmore- 
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land on Potomac River and Hunting Creek. Dated Sept. 6, 1654. Head 
rights : Captain Robert Felgate, his son Erasmus twice, his wife Sibilla, 
Toney Bass, and Maria, Thomas Hall, Wm. Burford, Richard Wells, 
Henry Morgan, Francis Sharp, Grace Head, Mary Hayes, Wm. Hil- 
liard, Thomas Bassett, Robert Tyler, Edward Fenner, Mary Play, Fran- 
cis Hansworth. 


(Vol. 4, p. 134-) 

Giles Brent Esq 1340 acres in Westmoreland bounded as follows :~ 
1040 formerly granted to him Aug. 20, 1651 (it lying on Potomac River 
and adjoining his dwelling house) and 300 acres now granted to him 
June 6, 1654. Date of this patent May 25, 1657. 


(Vol. 4, p. 425.)" 
Margaret Brent 1ooo acres on the south side of Rappahannock River— 
a regrant July 20, 1662. 


(Vol. 5, p. 240.) 


Margaret Brent 700 acres in Westmoreland in the freshes of Potomaz 
and on Hunting Creek, formerly granted her on Sept. 6, 1654. Now re- 
granted Nov. 20, 1662. 


(Vol. 5, p. 652.) 

Captain Giles Brent 1000 acres in Westmoreland at the head of Aquia 
River and at the head of Chappawamsic, formerly granted to John Har- 
rison Sept. 4, 1654, and for want of heirs of his body, descended to his 
sister Mrs. Frances Harrison and for want of heirs of her body, came to 
Captain Giles Brent. Date of this patent March 29, 1666. [This evi- 
dently refers to Frances, widow of Dr. Jeremiah Harrison. John and 
Jeremiah must have been brothers. This shows that Frances had no 
children.] 


(Vol. 5, p. 239.) 
Lieut. Col. Gyles Brent 1518 acres in Westmoreland County on Poto- 
mac River, Potomac Creek and Oquio River being two tracts formerly 
granted him on Nov. 29, 1654. Now regranted Nov. 20, 1662. 


(Vol. 5, p. 190.) 
Mrs. Mary Brent, 1644 acres in Northumberland County on Potomac 
River and Ouiough River and adjoining the land of Giles Brent Esqr., 
formerly granted to her Nov. rr, 1652, and now regranted Nov. 28, 1662 


[to BE CoNTINUED.] 
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THE ENGLISH DESCENT OF JOHN PLEASANTS (1645-1668), 
OF HENRICO COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 


By J. HALL PLEasaAnts, Baltimore, Md. 
(CONTINUED. ) 
Il. 
WILL OF WILL’M PLESANTS, 1583. 
Extracted from the District Registry at Norwich. 


In nomine dei amen the tenth day of September in the one and 
twentie yeere of the reigne of Elizabeth by the Grace of God Quene of 
Ingland ffrance & Ireland defender of the ffaith & in the yeere of our Lord 
god 1579 I Will’m Plesants of ye Parush of St. Poules w’th in the Cittie of 
Norwich now being sicke in body and in good and p’fect minde & mem- 
ory thanks be given to god for the same do ordeyne declare & make 
this my last will & testam’t in this forme following that is to saie ffirst & 
before all things I will and bequeath my soule into hands of Allmightie 
god my Savior Jesus Christe by whose death & passion once offered 
uppon the Crosse for me and all mankinde I trust to be Saved and my 
body to be buryed in the Churche Yarde of St Poules aforesaid. I’tm 
I give and bequeth towardes the reparations of the Church of St Poules 
vs. to be paid w’thin one yere after my decease by my Executor. I’tm 
I give and bequeathe unto Thom’s Pleasants my Sone Twentie marks of 
Currant Inglish mony to be paid to him by my Executors in this sorte 
viz. att that time he shall attain unto his age of XXte yeres fyve marks 
and from thenceforth yeerly and every yere one yere after another v 
marks until the said XXte mks be paid Provided and my will and minde 
is that if he dye before the said age of XXte yeres that my Executor 
shall reteine it to himselfe or in so much of the said XXte mks as att 
any time Shallbe behinde after the said Thom’s shall come to the said 
age of XXte yeres and happening to dye during the tyme and continu- 
acon of the yeerly payment of v mks aforesaid and I give and beqeuthe 
and my will and minde is that John Parke and Johanne his wife shall 
have my tenem’t w’th th app’tences wherein I now dwell to them during 
their lyves and the long’r liver of them So as they keep it in suche repa- 
rations & also inhabite in it themselves or ells lett it to the greatest price 


’ they can and allowe to my sonne Robrt Pleasants iii s. viii d. every yeere 


that they or either of them lett itt and if they dwell in it them selves 
then they are to alowe nothing and the rest of all my goods & Chattells 
debbts duties & in demanddes of what kinde or qualitie so ever they be 
of I give them unto the said Rob’rt Pleasants my sonne whom I consti- 
tute & make of this my last will and testam’t my sole Executor he to 
take my debtts & paie my debtts and see my body honestly brought to 
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ye grounde. Witnesses of the same—Richarde Keche, Will’m Lose, 
Will’m Clarke & others. 
Proved in the Archdeaconry Court of Norwich 18th October, 1583. 


III. 
ExtrRAcT WILL OF ALYCE PLESANTsS, WIDOW, 1585. 


Alyce Plesants of Norwich, wydowe. Soul to God & Body to the 
Earth ; to poor people of the Parish of All Saints in Norwich ros. 
yearly till 40s. be paid: to kinswoman Amy Walker £4, cubberd brasse 
pott the greatest that I have two pewter platters and two kettles, &c.; 
residue to John Walker and John Chase equally and appoints them Ex- 
ecutors. Will dated 2 January, 1583. 

(Not signed. ) 
Witnesses—John Kyrbye, Scr. John Berrye, Thomas Reeve. 
(Codicil.) 

To John Berrye son of John Berrye of St. Peter of Mancroft, Nor- 
wich, one brasse pott and one pewter dyshe left me by John Kirbye. 

To Robert Newham son of William Newham 20s. 

(No date or signature.) 
Witnesses—Edward Atwood, Francis Gryppe. 
Proved Norwich Archdeaconry, 30 April, 1585. 


IV. 
ExTRACT WILL OF ROBERT PLEASAINTE, I59I. 


Robert Pleasainte of Norwich. Soul to God & body to be buried in 
Church Yard of All Saints Norwich to eldest son John house in parish 
of All Saints aforesaid for ever at 21, wife Johan use until such age; 
devise of house &c. in occupation of Peter Stewarde of Norwich 
Clothier situate in said Parish of All Saints from William Fiddell of 
Gorlston Suffolk by deed of feoffment to son Henrie at 21. 

to eldest daughter Martha two tenements purchased of Thomas Tur- 
rolde and Agnes his wife for ever at death of said Wife Johan to said 
wife Johan house or tenement purchased of Robert Welch & Katherine 
his wife situate in said Parish of All Saints for life then to daughter 
Anne for ever. . 

to said wife Johan house in said Parish of All Saints in occupation of 
Phillipp Foster for life then to youngest daughter Lydia for ever. 

to said wife all interest in lease from William Bleverhayset of Nor- 
wich Esquire of houses &c. tenements in St. Pauls, Norwich. 

residue to Wife and appoint her Sole Executrix also Gregorie New- 
house of Norwich Worstead Wea. Supervisor with 51s. 

Will dated 24 May, 1591. 

(Not signed. ) 
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Witnesses—Robert Withers, clerk—George Burie John Andrews— 
ard Richarde Parson. 
Proved Consistory Court of Norwich 23 June, 1591. 


Vv. 
WILL OF JOHN PLEASANCE, 1640. 
Extracted from the District Registry at Norwich. 


In the name of God Amen y’e first day of November in the fifteenth 
yeare of Rainge of o’r most gratious Soveigne Lord King Charles of 
England Scotland ffrance & Ireland defend’r of the faith & Anno Dni 
1639 I John Pleasance of the Citty of Norwich Worsted weav’r being 
of good & p’rfect memory (praised be God) doe declare & make this 
my p’resent Testam’t & last Will in mann’r & forme following. 

Imprimis & before all earthly & transitory things in the world 
I comend my Soule unto God the father maker & Creator of all 
things and unto God ye sonne my Saviour & unto the holy Ghost 
my Comforter being the blessed Trinity Three p’sons & one God 
hopeing to be saved at the day of Resurrection amongst other faithfull 
& penitent sinners in by & throwugh the merritts death & passion of 
Jeusus Christ my onelyv Saviour and my body I comitt to the earth 
there to be interred in Christian buriall at the discretion of my Executor. 
Item I give to the Minister for a Sermon to be preached att my buriall 
Thirteene shillings & foure pence and to the poore people inhabiting 
w’th in the s’d Citty of Norwich fforty shillings to be distributed 
amongst them att the discretion of my Executor And alsoe to the 
poore people inhabiting w’th in the p’ish of All Saints in Norw’ch 
Twenty shillings. Item I give & bequeath unto John Pleasance my 
sonne & to his heires for ev All that my messuage or Tenement 
w’th the Garden grounds entries buildings & app’rtenances therevunto 
belonging now rinted unto the p’ish of St. Saviour ,in Norw’ch w’ch 
I lately purchased of George Grundy Clarke To have & to hould the 
same to him the s’d John my sonne his heires & Ass’s. upon condicon 
that he the s’d John my sonne his heires executor’s admis’s or Ass’s. 
shall pay or cause to be paid unto Robt. Pleasance my sonne the 
some of fforty pounds of lawfull english money in mann’r & form 


. following vidzt within one whole yeare next after the decease of Anne 


my wife Twenty pounds & within twoo yeares next after ye decease 
of ye s’d Anne my wife Twenty pounds in full payment of the s’d fforty 
pounds and if default of paym’t shall happen to be made of ye s’d 
fforty pounds in mann & forme afores’d that then he ye s’d Robt. 
my sonne or his ass’s shall enter into all my s’d messuage or Tenem’t 
w’th their & ev’y of their app’rtenances & of ye p’fitts thereof he 
the s’d Robt. shalbe fully paid & satisfied ye s’d fforty pounds & 
evry p’t thereof (any thing before to the contrary notw’thstanding ) 
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Item I give & bequeath unto ye s’d Robt. my sonne fforty pounds 
more of lawfull english money to be paid him w’th in one whole 
yeare next after the decease of me ye s’d John his father. Item I give 
& bequeath unto the s’d Anne my wife fouer pounds yearely & ev’y 
yeare during her n’rall life to be paid her or her Assignes quart’rly 
out of the afores’d messuage or Tenem’t in liew & respect & in full 
satisfaccon of her dower or thirds issueing or to be issueing out 
of the same. Item whereas in consideracon of Marriage w’th ye s’d 
Anne my wife I have ent’red a wrighting obligatory & am become & 
stand bound unto Robt. Allen & Peter Stringer for the paym’t of ffifty 
pounds of lawfull english money w’th in six monthes next after my 
decease. My will & meaning is that my executor hereunder named 
shall pay or cause to be paid the s’d ffifty pounds in such mann’r 
& forme as thereby I am bound as afores’d. Item I give and bequeath 
unto Margarett Pleasance my daughter fforty pounds of lawfull English 
money to be paid her w'thin one yeare next after my decease. Item 
I give & bequeath unto my daughter Martha the wife of John Wil- 
kinson twenty pounds of like money to be paid her or her ass’s w’th in 
one yeare next after my decease. Item I give unto my daughter 
Marye Pleasance the some of fforty pounds of like money to be paid 
hir w’th in one yeare next after my decease. Item I give & bequeath 
unto my daughter Elizabeth Pleasance ye summe of ffifty pounds 
of like money tu be paid her w'th in one yeare next after my decease. 
Item I give & bequeath unto Lidea Wilkinson widow ffive pounds 
of like money to be paid her by Tenne shillings a yeare if she be 
living. Item I give unto my sister Martha Carrington Twenty shillings 
to buy her a ring. Item I give unto Ledia Wilkinson the daughter 
of Ledia Wilkinson widow, Twenty shillings to be paid her w’th in 
a yeare next after my decease. Item I give & bequeath unto John 
Homes Three pounds of like money to be paid into the hands of the 
Churchwardens & Ouseeres at the p’ish of St. Augustine in Norw’ch 
towards the binding forth of the s’d John Homes to some tradsman 
they shall think fitt. Item | give & bequeath unto the child that 
Martha Willkinson is now bigg withall ffive pounds of like money 
And my meaning is that John Wiikinson husband of the s’d Martha 
uppon the receipt of the same ffive pounds shall enter into bond to 
my executor to pay the same to the s’d child at its age of one & 
twenty yeares the residue of all my goods Chattells wares merchandizes 
money plate household stufie Implem'ts debts moveables & unnfovables 
whatsoev. I give & bequeath unto the s’d John Pleasance my sonne 
which s’d John my son I ordaine & make sole executor of this my last 
will & testam’t he to receive my debts & pay my debts & legacies form- 
erly given & to see my body decently brought to the ground. And I dve 
entreate my brother Thomas Carrington to be ayding & assisting unto 
my said executor as my Supervisor And I give to him for his paynes 
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Twenty shillings in wittnes to this my last will & testament conteyned 
in three small sheets of pap. to ev’y of w’ch I have sette my hand write- 
ing & putte my Seale ioyntly to them all the day and yeare first above 
written & doe publish declare & deliv’r the same as my deede. 
By me JOHN PLEASANTES. 
In the pr’sence of Will’m Read-Henry Weedes & me John Manning. 


Proved in the Consistory Court of Norwich the 21st day of December 


1640. 
(TO RE CONTINUED.) 


THE BROOKE FAMILY. 
By Prof. St. GEorGE TUCKER BROOKE, Morgantown, W. Va. 
(CONTINUED) 


(The instalments for July and October, 1908, were contributed by Dr. 
S. V. Brooke, Sutherland, Va.) 


HUMPHREY BROOKE, OF FREDERICK COUNTY.a@ 


Humphrey Brook, of Frederick, is said to have been born about 1752. 
He was the son of Robert Brooke, of King William county, by his first 
wife, Anne Aylett.6 He married Sallie Page dau. of Robert Page of 
Broadneck. His granddaughter, writing under date of 13th May, 1905, 
says: “My cousin, Mary Braxton Page, asked me if my grandfather de- 
serted the British Navy. I remember my grandfather perfectly; he fo/d 
me he resigned from the British Navy in Colonial times.’’ This settles 
the question that he was in the British Navy. This writer wrote to-the 
Secretary for Naval Affairs, British Ministry, for proof that Humphrey 
Brooke was a midshipman in the British Navy in Colonial times but re- 
ceived no answer. But the tradition that he had been a student of 
Oxford is not well founded. In the large library of the Union Club at 
Oxford are several large volumes containing the names, ages and dates 
of matriculation of all the students of Oxford from the year 1500 to 1886. 
There are pages of Brookes with the final ‘‘e’’—138 in all. The only 
one named ‘‘ Humphrey” is entered as follows: ‘‘ Humfrey s. of Robert 
of London, gent, St. John’s College, matric 12 May 1637, aged 16— 
fellow College of Physicians 1674.’’ In the library of Cambridge this 
writer could find no volumes containing the names of students other 
than graduates. Humphrey Brooke’s name was not among those. If 
he was at school atall in England it seems probable that he was at some 
such school as Rugby, Eton, &c. Nor can this writer verify the tradi- 
tion that Humphrey Brooke was a volunteer aide on Washington’s staff, 


a Clarke county was not cut off from Frederick county until 1836. 
4 See this Magazine, October, 1902, p. 197; Ibid, January, 1907, p. 327. 
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or that he was captured by the British and treated with harshness. ¢ 
Rev. J. William Jones, the distinguished Secretary of the Confederate 
Memorial Association, writing under date April 21, 1905, says: “He 
(Humphrey Brooke) died in Clarke county, at Gaywood, near Millwood, 
the residence of my wife’s father, William T. Helm. I used to hear my 
wife’s sister, Miss Sallie Page Helm, speak a great deal of her grand- 
father. He was an accomplished scholar, a graduate of Oxford, Eng- 
land, and a great book worm. A story is told of him that, under the 
then existing law, he was imprisoned at Berryville, then called Battle 
Town, for debt, and as he denied the justice of the claim against him, he 
said he would rot in jail before he would pay it. A few days after he 
went to jail one of the lawyers who represented the creditor in riding 
out from Battle Town met Mr. Helm’s large ox cart with four oxen 
hitched to it and a cart body filled to the brim with books. He asked 
the negro driver where he was going. ‘Going up to Battle Town, sir.’ 
‘What are you going to do with all of those books?’ ‘Carry them to 
ole Marse, sir.’ ‘Why what does he want with all those books?’ ‘ Well, 
sir, he say he gwine spend his life in jail, and he cannot live without his 
books.’ The lawyer immediately said, ‘Now you turn right around 
and carry these books back home. If your old master gets his books 
he will live always in jail at our expense, and I am going to have him 
turned loose to-morrow!’ Accordingly this was done.” @ Humphrey 
Brooke lived in King William county before moving to Frederick. ¢ 
Humphrey Brooke is said to have died in 1840. 

Robert Brooke, of King William county, was brother of Col. George 
Brooke, of Mantapike, and of Humphrey Brooke, of Fauquier, and of 
‘Mollie’ Brooke, who married Dr. Robert Baylor.f These four were 
the children of Humphrey Brook, Sr., who was brother of Robert 
Brooke, Jr., Knight of Golden Horse Shoe, and of William Brooke, I, 
and of Mary who married Leonard Tarrant, Sr.; g these last four were 
children of Robert Brooke, Sr., whose wife was Catherine mee Booth. 
Robert Brooke, Sr., (b. 1652) was probably brother of Richard Brooke 4 
(living in Essex in 1699) and probably sons of William Brooke (clerk of 


e This Magazine, January, 1902, p. 316; July, 1902, p. 89. 


d The writ of capias ad satisfaciendum, the old imprisonment for debt writ 
of execution, was not abolished in Virginia until 1850. co 


e See this Magazine, April, 1904, p. 445. 

Jf See this Magazine, October, 1902, p. 197; Ibid, July, 1908, p. 95; October, 1903, p. 
202; Ibid, January, 1904, p. 338; Ibid, July, 1908, p. 103. 

g This Magazine July, 1902, p. 88; Ibid, January, 1902, p. 315; Ibid, October, 1904. 

h The documents at Brooke Bank, Essex county, prove that Richard Brooke 
is properly spelled with a final “e”’ not with a final “s.”” See this Magazine, Jan- 
uary, 1902, p. 316; Ibid, July, 1902, p. 88 (3). 
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Essex county in 1665)z and grandsons of the William Brooke who came 
to Virginia in 1621,7 or grandsons of some one of the six or eight 
Brookes who lived in Virginia before 1650. This Richard Brooke and 
his wife Rebecca were probably parents or grandparents of John Wil- 
liam Brooke, the great-great grandfather of Hon. A. J. Montague. & 


DESCENDANTS OF HUMPHREY BROOKE, OF CLARKE COUNTY, VA., AND 
His WIFE SARAH WALKER PAGE, DAUGHTER OF ROBERT 
PAGE, OF BROADNECK, HANOVER Country, VA. @ 


Their children: (I) Mary Page, (Il) Elizabeth White, (III) Ann Aylett, 
(IV) Robert, (V) Sarah, (VI) Walker. 


(I) Mary Page Brooke m. William T. Helm, of Clarke county, Va. 
Issue: (A) William Brook ; (B) Sarah Page; (C) Meredith; (D) Ann 
Braxton; (E) Carter Page; (F) Mary Brooke; (G) Eliza Roberta; (H) 
Judith Page ; (I) Elizabeth Brooke; (J) Virginia Walker. (A) William 
Brooke Helm m. Mrs. Martha Prince, of Carroll county, Miss. Issue : 
a. William Brooke, d. y.; b. Martha, m. James Duncan, of New Orleans, 
La. Issue: 1. Brooke; 2. Arnold; 3. Harrold; 4. Donald. (F) Mary 
Brooke Helm m. her cousin, Robert Helm, of Virginia. Issue: a. 
Thomas Carter; b. William; c. Chisolm; d. Lucy; e. Sarah Page; 
f. Robert; g. Harry. a. Thomas Carter m. Mary Kimbrough. Issue: 
Thomas Carter. b. William Held m. Miss Otey. Two children, names 
not known. c. Chisolm m., but wife’s name not known. Issue: Two 
children, names not known. d. Lucy Helm m. Chapman Jones, of Vir- 
ginia. Issue: 1. Florence Page; 2. Lucy; 3. Brooke; 4. Helm. e. 
Sarah Page Helm m. Sturges Jones, of Virginia. Issue: 1. Nellie. 
g. Harry Helm m. Anna Bell Stokes, Bolivar county, Miss. Issue: 1. 
Mary Blanch; 2. Henrietta Harding ; 3. Ida Crome; 4 Charline Scott; 
5. Ida, d. y. (H) Judith Page Helm m. Rev. John William Jones, ot 
Virginia. Issue: a. Rev. Carter Helm Jones, D. D., pastor of Broad- 
way Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky., (1901), m. Ann McGowan, of Vir- 
ginia. Issue: 1. Catherine Page; 2. Carter Brooke. b. Rev. Edloe 
Pendleton Jones, D. D., pastor of Baptist Church, Owensboro, Ky., 
(1901), m. Fannie Royal, of Savannah, Ga. Issue: 1. John Page; 2. 
Mary Royal; 3. Edloe Pendleton; 4. Horace; 5. Sarah Brooke; 6. 
Francis Carter; 7. William Stillman. c. Francis William Jones; not 


i This Magazine April, 1903, p. 443. 
j This Magazine, January, 1902 p. 314; Ibid, October, 1907, p. 201. 
k This Magazine, October, 1907, p. 200. 


a This genealogical table of the descendants of Humphrey Brooke was prepared 
by Mr. Robert Doane Shaw, Sr., of Carrollton, Miss., grandson of Humphrey 
Brooke. 
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married; practicing law, New York (1901). d. Meredith Ashby Jones, 
D. D., pastor of the Leigh-Street Baptist Church, Richmond, Va., 
(1901), m. May Turner, of Richmond, Va. Issue: 1. Cyrus Turner. 
e. Rev Howard Lee Jones, D. D., pastor of the Baptist Church of 
Epiphany, cor. 64th street and Madison avenue, New York (1901), m. 
Mary Brockenbrough, of Lexington, Va. Issue: 1. Louise Brocken- 
brough; 2. Page Helm; 3. Thomas; 4. Semmes. 


(I) Elizabeth Brooke Helm m. Bayliss Prince, of Carroll county, 
Miss. Issue: a. William Berry; b. Mary Brooke; c. Ann Meredith: d. 
Martha Terry; e. Elizabeth Bayless; f. William Berry, not married. 
b. Mary Brooke Prince m. Lucius McShane, of Greenwood, Miss. 
Issue : 1. Bayliss Prince. c. Ann Meredith Prince m. Guthrie M. Tur- 
ner, of Kentucky. Issue: 1. Ann Elizabeth; 2. Francis Guthrie. d. 
Martha Terry Prince m. David Nichols, of Greenwood, Miss. e. Eliza- 
beth Bayliss Prince m. P. A. Malone, of Greenwood, Miss. Issue: 1. 
Susan Margaret; 2. Bettie Helm. (K) Virginia Walker Helm m. Ed- 
ward Tevis, native of Germany. No issue. 


(II) Elizabeth White Brooke m. Thomas Blakemore, of Virginia. 
Issue: (A) George Brooke Blakemore m. Miss Cad. Issue: 1. Robert, 
d. y. (B) Marcus Hanson Blakemore m. Kate Buck (think from Ken- 
tucky.) Issue: a. William; b. Susan; c. Frank. (C) Robert Brooke 
Blakemore, d.; single. (D) Alexander White Blakemore m. Ann Mar- 
tin (birthplace not known.) Issue: a. Virginia Brooke; b. Anna Mar- 
tin; c. Thomas Martin. (E) William Blakemore m. Miss McFarland, ot 
New Orleans. Issue; a. Page; b. Bruce; c. Elizabeth Dudley. 


(III) Ann Aylett m. Oliver Abbott Shaw, of Massachusetts, at Oakley, 
Clarke county, Va., Dec. 27th, 1825. Issue: (A) Son, d. y. (B) Hum- 
phrey Brooke Shaw, b. at Richmond, Va., Dec., 1827, d. at Philadelphia 
in 1836. (C) Joanna Maynard Shaw, born at Richmond, Va.; m. Selden 
Stuart Wright, of Essex county, Va., at Lexington, Miss., October 15th, 
1846. Issue: a. Mary Stuart, b. Aug. 17th, 1847, Lexington, Miss., d- 
Sept. 2, 1878, at San Rafael, Cal. b. Robert Walker, b. at Lexington 
Miss., Sept. 27, 1848; d. at Lexington, Miss., July 11th, 1850. a. Mary 
Stuart Wright m. William B. Hooper at San Francisco, Nov. 31st, 1867. 
Issue : 1. Mary Stuart Wright m. William B. Hooper at San Francisco, 
Nov. 30, 1867. Issue: 1. Mary Stuart Hooper, b. at San Francisco, 
Cal., Aug. 15, 1868, m. Cavalier Jouett, Berkeley, Cal., March, 1889. 
Issue: William Hooper Jouett, b at Berkeley, Cal., Dec. 9, 1889; John 
Hamilton Jouett, b. at Berkeley, Cal., May 14th, 1892. 2. Catherine 
Burchell Hooper, b. at San Francisco, Cal., Nov. 26th, 1869, died in 
California, April, 1888. 3. George Kent Hooper, b. in California, April 
22, 1871. 4. Lallie Hooper, b. at San Francisco in 1873, died at San 
Rafael, Cal., 1877. 5. Selden Hooper, b. at San Francisco Nov. 6, 1874, 


fa. 
nn 
4) 
m 
iS, 
ry 
2 
a. | 
r- 
= 
e. 
I. 
t 
ot 
1 
\ 
rt 
d 
y 
j 


92 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, 


d. at San Mateo, Cal. 6. Rosa Hooper, b. July 19, 1876, m. Charles 
Plottner. Issue: Selden Plottner, b. at Chicago, 1905. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


THE ROBINSON FAMILY OF MIDDLESEX, &c. 
(CONTINUED.) 


g. BENJAMIN® RosBINSON ( Christopher’) born 1689 (chart), was be- 
queathed by his father 1,200 acres, part of Moone’s Mount estate, in 
Essex county, and goo acres adjoining which had been lately patented. 
Benjamin Robinson lived during his whole life at this place, which later, 
by the formation of a new county, was in Caroline. He was sheriff of 
Essex, 1724 and 1725, and clerk of Caroline 1726-1761 He married 
Sarah Ring, evidently of the family of the name in York county. He 
died in 1761. 

As the will books and early marriage records of Caroline county 
have been destroyed, it would have been difficult to trace the descend- 
ants of Col. Benjamin Robinson had it not been for the fortunate dis- 
covery of a suit in the records of the old Fredericksburg District 
Chancery Court, which concerned his family and estate. The suit 
was Lyons, representative of the estate of Speaker John Robinson vs. 
Anthony Thornton adm’r of Capt. Joseph Robinson. It appears that Ben- 
jamin Robinson had borrowed money from his nephew the Speaker. 
There are references made by witnesses in the suit to the intimacy 
between Benjamin Robinson and Charles Carter of ‘‘Cleve’’ King 
George county. One of the papers recorded is a mortgage, dated 
April 18, 1749, with Charles Carter as trustee, in which Benjamin Rob- 
inson and Sarah his wife, conveyed for the benefit of Humphrey Bell, 
of Great Britain, the estate called Moone’s Mount, Caroline county, 
which had been devised by Christopher Robinson to his son, the said 
Benjamin. There was also filed a letter from Anthony Thornton ot 
‘*Ormsby,” Caroline county dated 1787, in which he states that Captain 
Joseph Robinson, son of Benjamin, was in his last illness. Thornton, 
in his answer in the suit, stated that he understood that Benjamin 
Robinson and Charles Carter married sisters, that they were very inti- 
mate and that Joseph Robinson died about 1787. 

Edmund Pendleton testified that Col. Benj. Robinson lived at “ Moone’s 
Mount”’ and that he died about 1761. He also stated that Benjamin 
Robinson’s legatees were his wife Sarah, his eldest son and heir Joseph 
Robinson, daughter Mary, and Sarah and sons Benjamin, Charles and 
Thomas. Mrs. Robinson died in 1765. Lawrence Battaile, gentleman, 
married the daughter Sarah Robinson. Another deponent mentions a 
daughter Hannah, though this may have been an error. 


The issue of Benjamin and Sarah (Ring) Robinson were: 
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26. Captain Joseph,’ Clerk of Caroline county, 1763-1780, died un- 
married and intestate in 1787. 

27. Benjamin,’ married Susanna, daughter of Joseph Brock, ot 
Spotsylvania county, but died without issue, having survived 
his wife. His will was dated August 11, 1785, and proved in 
Spotsylvania December 1, 1795. His legatees were his bro- 
ther Charles Carter Robinson and sister Sarah Robinson. 

28. Dr. Charles Carter,’ (of whom hereafter). 

29. Thomas,’ no information. 

30. Mary,’ born September, 1729, died unmarried July 17, 1813 (a 
Jamily Bible). 

31. Sarah,’ married prior to 1765, Lawrence Battaile, of Caroline 
county. 


20. CHRISTOPHER’ ROBINSON ( Christopher®) was born in 1705 (chart); 
died July 2d, 1768. His seat was ‘‘ Hewick,” Middlesex county. He 
was a member of the House of Burgesses for Middlesex at the sessions 
of February, 1752, November, 1753, February, 1754, August, 1754, Octo- 
ber, 1754, May, 1755, August, 1755, October, 1755, March, 1756, Septem- 
ber, 1756, April, 1757, and March, 1758. His will, as that of “ Christo- 
pher Robinson, Esq.,’’ was dated July 17, and proved in Middlesex, De- 
cember 6, 1768. He directs his estate in Yorkshire to be sold and the 
proceeds laid out in lands and negroes in Virginia for his son Christo- 
pher. To his wife Sarah one third of all his estate, real and personal, 
in England and Virginia, (except the parts he had given to his daughters 
Mary and Betty), for her life. To his daughter Mary Robinson all his 
land in James City county, and certain negroes. To his daughter Betty 
Robinson certain negroes and £800 sterling. Rest of the estate to son 
Christopher. 

The will of Sarah, widow of Christopher Robinson, was dated De- 
cember 6, 1771, and proved in Middlesex February 5, 1772. She left her 
estate to her daughter, Elizabeth Robinson, and son Christopher. 

In 1774 is recorded in Middlesex an account with the estate of Chris- 
topher Robinson, deceased. The rents of Hewick, Yorkshire, are stated 
to have been as follows: In the year 1771, £415; in 1772, £425.17.9; in 
1773, £433-14 11, and in 1774 £424.14.6, all sterling. Christopher Robin- 
son is stated in the chart to have married, first—daughter of Col. Barclay. 
The parish register gives the name of this wife as Mary. She was no 
doubt one of the Berkleys of “Barn Elms,’’ Middlesex. Edmund 
Berkeley, of “Barn Elms,’’ who died in 1718, had a daughter Mary. 
The parish register corrects the chart in some respects. Christopher 
Robinson married secondly (marriage bond dated May 6, 1750,) Sarah, 
daughter of John Wormley, of “ Rosegill,” Middlesex. She was born 
March 23, 1717. 

Issue of Christopher Wormeley (by first marriage) : 
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32. Judith,* ‘‘daughter of Chistopher and Mary Robinson,” born 
June 2, 1736 (Register), and married (marriage bond dated 
Middlesex, June 16, 1755,) Carter Braxton, afterwards signer 
of the Declaration of Independence. Her portrait is now in 
the possession of her descendant, Mrs. Edgar A. Pole, Hot 
Springs, Va. 

. Christopher, * “son of Christopher and Mary Robinson,’’ born 
March 9, 1737-8 (Register). He must have died young. 
Lucy,® ‘‘daughter of Christopher and Mary Robinson,’ died 

March 7, 1734 (Register). 

By second marriage: 

Christopher,® born 1754, made his will, which was proved in 1784. 

Unmarried (Chart). Named in father’s and mother’s wills. 

36. Mary, named in father’s will. 

39. Elizabeth,§ named in father’s and mother’s wills. She married on 

May 19, 1782, William Steptoe. She inherited the “ Hewick”’ 

estate in Middlesex. 

In accordance with the will of Christopher’ Robinson, his executors, 
Richard Corbin and Ralph Wormeley, sold, about 1776, the manor of 
Hewick, in Yorkshire, containing about goo acres, to Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton for £17 000, and of this amount a portion was laid out in land in 
Virginia and the remainder invested in the English funds. 

N. B.—The generation numbers of the children of John® Robinson 
are wrongly given on page 217 of the October Magazine. They should 
be: 18. Christopher’, &c., instead of Christopher’, &c. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


34- 


HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 


PRICES AT NORFOLK AND RICHMOND, 1793. 

Europeans have been very curious about America from 1775 and 
earlier to the present day. This is not surprising, since America is so 
largely Europe transferred. The early observers are perhaps the most 
interesting. They could comprehend at that time, whereas to-day the 
visitor is apt to be merely bewildered, like the natives. From 1778 to 
1800 there were but two or three years in which a book of Travels in 
America was not produced. J. F. D. Smyth, Anburey, Chastellux, Dr. 
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Schoepf, Brissot, Isaac Weld, the Duke de la Rochefoucauld-Liancourt, 
John Davis, and others have assembled a body of information and 
impressions which is really the best history of this country for that 
period. 

The following items, of a strictly realistic sort, were supplied by the 
Rev. Mr. Toulmin to Dr. Thomas Cooper and are found in Dr. Cooper’s 
Some Information Respecting America, Dublin, 1794 * 

Mr. Toulmin went West, and going into politics became conspicuous 
in Kentucky. Dr. Cooper, as is well known, was for many years Presi- 
dent of the University of South Carolina. Dr. Cooper was of Man- 
chester and his book is distinctly of that school. 

Mr. Toulmin landed at Norfolk in July, 1793. His memoranda: 
‘Animal food dear. Vegetables cheap. Horses cheap to purchase but 
dear to hire. The hire of a horse a dollar a day. They go unshod 
during summer. Board and lodging for adults ina plain but plentiful 
way, four to five‘dollars a week, for children two dollars, servants three 
dollars. Board and lodging per ann. 351. 15s. The great influx of French 
emigrants from the islands had rather increased the price. Milk 6d. 
a quart, owing to carelessness and bad farming. Most of the houses 
wood; some brick. A neat house, 30 feet by 29 feet, 2 stories high, 
with a kitchen on one side and a smoaking room (for bacon, hams, &c.) 
in the yard, costs compleat I5ol. Dress of the people much the same as 
in England.”’ 

Coming to Richmond Mr. Toulmin noted first the published prices at 
the Eagle Tavern: 


Breakfast, 2s. currency—7 eé., 1s 6d. sterling. 
Dinner, with grog or toddy, 3s. currency—z. ¢., 2s. 3d. sterling. 
Cold supper, 2s. currency—/. ¢.. 1s 6d. sterling. 
A bottle of porter, 2s. 6d. currency—i. e., 1s. 10!¢d. sterling. 
A quart of punch the same. 
A quart of toddy 1s. 6d. currency—7. ¢., 1s. 144d. 
A quart of grog, 15d. currency—z. é., 114d. 
A bed room furnished, if above stairs, 1s. 6d.—i. ¢., 134d. sterling, 
Horses kept at livery, 3s. (2s. 3d. sterling) per 24 hours. 
Servants 3s. (2s. 6d. sterling) per day.” 


Dr. Cooper adds: ‘‘ These prices are higher than in the Northern 
States. The tables are also plentifully supplied. In the article of 
breakfast, all over the American continent, are included ham, eggs, 
stakes, chops, &c.,—some or all of them. You are not obliged to drink 
after dinner. You have nothing to give the servants or waiters. In the 
article of supper, tea and coffee are usually included as accompany- 
ments.” 


* Pp. 95 ff. 
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Mr. Toulmin resumes: “ Prices of various articles at Richmond (ster- 
ling)— 

Indian corn Is. 6d. to 1s. 10'4d. per Winchester bushel. 

Wheat, 3s. 430d. to 3s. od. 

Oats, 114d. to 1s. 44d. 

Potatoes, 1s. 6d. to 1s. 114d and as. 3d. per bushel. 

Flour from wheat, 19s. 6d. to 22s. 6d. per barrel of 196 Ibs. net. 

Butter, by the cask of 60 lbs., 5%d. to 64d. 

Treacle, 1s. 6d. to 2s.°3d. per gallon, by the hhd. 

Sugar (brown), retail 6d. to 8!¢d.; loaf, 114d. to 15d. 

Virginia peach brandy, 3s. 

Whiskey, 3s. 

Madeira, 45]. to 50 guineas per pipe. Beer not used. 

Cyder, per gallon, by the cask or hhd., 3d. to 54d. 

Beef, grass fed, 14¢d. to 2d. 

Stall, or winter fed, 2d. to 3d. 
Veal, 314d. to 5d. 

Pork, of excellent quality, 11s. 3d. to 17s. per cwt by the hog. 

Bacon and hams, 3'¢d. to 54d. 

Turkeys, 1s. 6d. to 3s. 44d. each. 
* Fire wood, 7s. 9d. to gs. a cord—that is a load—S feet long, 4 feet 
high, and 4 feet broad. 


Coals, 734d. per bushel. 
Hats (country-made wool hats), 1s. 10!4d. to 4s. 6d. 


Fur hats (racoon and fox), 15s. to 27s. 

Horses, fit for the wagon or plow, 71. ros. to 5). 

Working oxen, gl. a pair. 

Sheep, 4s. 6d. to 12s. each. 

Waggons, with geer compleat, for four horses, that will carry a ton 
and a half, 12 to 181.” 

The traveller could live at the Eagle Tavern, in 1793, for little more 
than $2 a day, including a quart of punch. A horse could be hired for a 
dollar a day and be fed corn at goc. Wheat and flour were about as 
now. Butter was cheap, sugar extremely high, good beef was cheap, 
excellent pork was cheap, turkeys and firewood were very cheap, and a 
good horse could be had for $75. The extraordinary item is that of 
15ol., at Norfolk, fora two-story house 30x29, with kitchen and smoking- 


room. 
ALFRED J. Morrison. 


THE GODWINS AND BORLANDS. 
Patience Godwin who married James Gregory was the daughter of 
Thomas Godwin and Mary Godwin. This Thomas Godwin was pre- 
sumably the son of the Edward Godwin whose will was probated on 
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on the 24th of June, 1713, and who was a son of Thomas Godwin, the 
first settler. Thomas Godwin, the original settler and ancester of the 
Godwins of Nansemond county, represented Nansemond county in the 
House of Burgesses in 1658 and other years. In the act of 1674 (2 Hen- 
ing, 318) ascertaining the bounds of the counties of Isle of Wight and 
Nansemond, he is designated as ‘an ancient inhabitant of the Nanze- 
mond Countie Court’’—and the act directed that the boundry line 
should be so run as to leave the house and cleared land of Capt. Thomas 
Godwin within Nansemond county. His will is dated March 24th, 
1676-7. 

Joseph Godwin, son of the said Thomas and Mary Godwin, was a 
brother of the said Patience Gregory, zee Godwin. His will dated 
October 12th, 1747, provides:—‘‘ Item, I give to my sisters Mary Holla- 
day, Patience Gregory and brother Jeremiah each fifty shillings to buy 
them a mourning ring.’? The Jeremiah Godwin here mentioned, son 
of Thomas and Mary Godwin, married Mary Holladay, and had among 
other children, Jeremiah Godwin, designated as Jeremiah Godwin, Jr. 
Jeremiah Godwin, Jr., married Sally Wilkinson and had among other 
children, David and Harriet. David married Cherry Kelley, and had 
among other children David Jeremiah Godwin, who married Lucrece 
P. Wilson, daughter of W. H. Wilson and Ellen Keeling. He was an 
eminent lawyer, Lieut. Col. of 14th Va. Inft.; and afterwards Col. of gth 
Va. Regt. C. S. A.; and became Judge of the Corporation Court of 
Norfolk city on the 1st of February, 1880. 


Harriet Godwin married in 1805 Dr. Thomas Wood Borland. Of 
this marriage there were three sons, Roscius C. Borland, born 1807; 
Euclid Borland, born in 1809; and Solomon Borland, born August 8th, 
1811, all of Suffolk, Va. Of these the late Thomas Rocius Borland, in 
a letter dated January 19th, 1897, says: *‘ The oldest son Rocsius C. Bor- 
land studied law under Chancellor Wythe, and after moving to Mur- 
freesboro, N. C., was married to Temperance Ramsay, April 25th, 1837; 
the said Roscius, who was my father died in 1845; he had four children 
of whom I am the sole survivor; my full name is Thomas Roscius Bor- 
land, I was born March 3rd, 1844.” _ 

‘‘Euclid Borland, the second son of Dr. Thomas Wood Borland and 
wife, married Elizabeth Moore. By this marriage there were four 
children, the youngest, Euclid Borland was born February 7th, 1844, 
and died at my house September 26th, 1896. He was the only living 
child of Dr. Euclid Borland.” 

“The third son of Dr. Thomas Wood Borland and wife, Solon Bor- 
land, had an adventurous career; he was educated as a physician, and 
graduated in Philadelphia; was afterwards editor of newspapers in Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, Tennessee and Arkansas; was Major of Cavalry 
in the Mexican War; was United States Senator from Arkansas; Min- 


' 
| 
| 
q 
| 
{ 
q 
| 
q 
q 
q 
q 
| 
| 
4 
| 
: 
{ 
| 
} 
| | 
- | 
i 
u 
a 


98 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


ister to Central America; Brigadier General of Cavalry in the army of 
the Confederate States, and died in Texas during the war.”’ 


GENERAL JOHN HopGes, FATHER OF MARGARET HODGES CROCKER. 


General John Hodges descended from William Hodges, of Hodges 
Ferry plantation, on the Western Branch of the Elizabeth River in Nor- 
folk county, Virginia. The said William Hodges left a son, John 
Hodges, who married Lydia Thomas on the 4th of July, 1760, and 
had a son William Hodges, who married Sally Deans, and had John 
Hodges, the father of Margaret Hedges Crocker, who was born 31st 
December, 1786. On the 25th of August, 1812, he married Ann Car- 
ney, zee Ann Northcott, who died on the 7th of March, 1814, without 
issue. On the rsth of June, 1816, he married Louise Harrison, the 
daughter of William Henry Harrison, of Nansemond county, whose an- 
cestors were from Isle of Wight county. She died 4th of July, 1826. 
He had by her several children, but only two survived him—William 
Henry Harrison Hodges and John H. Hodges. William Henry Harri- 
son Hodges on the 13th day of May, 1856, married Mary A. Griswold. 
He died the 27th of January, 1880, leaving surviving him his widow and 
two children—Mary Louisa, who married Robert J. Armistead, and 
Susan Green, who married William T. Baker. John H. Hodges mar- 
ried Eliza F. C. Benn, June 16th, 1842, and died 27th of April, 1863, 
leaving his wife and children, Frederick, Mary E. and Maggie E. sur- 
viving him. Gen’l John Hodges on the 28th of February, 1828, mar- 
ried Jane Adelaide Gregory, the widow of Dr, Richard Baynham Greg- 
ory, of whose issue an account is given above. Gen’l Hodges died 31st 
July, 1855. Gen’l Hodges was one of the most noted citizens of Nor- 
folk county for his high character, intelligence, wealth, social position 
and for his public services. Fora number of years he was a member of 
the County Court. He served in the General Assembly of Virginia. 
In the war of 1812 he, as captain, commanded a company attached to 
the 30th regiment of the third requisition for the State of Virginia, com- 
manded by Maj. Dempsey Veale, and mustered into the services of the 
United States at the camp near Fort Nelson on the 26th day of April, 
1813, which was engaged in the battle of Craney Island. A list of his 
company was found among his papers, and is published in Col. W. H. 
Stewart’s valuable History of Norfolk County. He subsequently held 
the commission of Colonel in the 7th Regiment of Virginia Militia and 
later was elected, on joint ballot of both houses of the General Assembly, 
brigadier-general of the Ninth Brigade in the Fourth Division of the 
Militia of the Commonwealth, and commissioned by Gov. John Tyler 
on the 7th day of January, 1826. The venerable editor of the Norfolk 
Herald, T. J. Broughton, in its issue of August 2d, 1855, says : 

“It was not in his nature, however, to court or seek distinctions, for 
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he was modest and unobtrusive; and though decided in his political 
principles, was not in the common acceptation of the term a politician. 
While enjoying the unlimited confidence, respect, and esteem of his 
fellow-citizens he felt no ambition to soar beyond the sphere of a use- 
ful, virtuous and exemplary citizen. In this sphere he ‘passed through 
life, loved and honored by all who knew him, fulfilling the duties of hus- 
band, father, friend and neighbor, with a pure heart and the most de- 
voted attachment.” 


JAMES F. CROCKER, 
Portsmouth, Va., April 7th, 1905. 


GREGORY FAaMILY—CoRRECTION—On page gr in lieu of paragraph 
‘* 3d” insert : 

2nd. Margaret Gregory, born January Ist, 1785, married Gen’l Joseph 
F. Dickinson, of Winston, N. C., a brigadier-general in the war of 
1812-14, and afterwards married Dr. Isaac Pipkin. She had no children 
by her first husband, but had by her last one child, Eleanor, who mar- 
ried Capt. William B. Muse, of the United States Navy, and had by him 
one child, William, who died young unmarried. 


EXTRACTS FROM ENGLISH WILIs, &c. 


(Contributed by Gerald Fothergill, 11 Brussells Road, New Wands- 
worth, London, Eng.) 

WILL oF ANNE ‘GARRARD, of Uplamborne, Berks., widow. Grand- 
child Ann Busher, daughter of said Abraham Busher, now wife of 
Thomas Hinton, gent., lately gone to Virginia, on whom I have lately be- 
stowed a competent part of my estate at her going, only 3 for a further 
remembrance. 

P. C. C. 13 Aug. 1634-5. G. Sadler. 

[Thomas Hinton was appointed member of the Virginia Council in 
1634.] 


WILL OF FRANCES PLUCKWELL, of Allhallows Staining, London, 
Relect of George Pluckwell dec’d To Thomas Crane, son of Thomas 
Crane all such debts as are owing to me by bill or otherwise from 
Francis Poythress, now or late of James River in Virginia. 


Proved 7 April, 1681. Comm'y of London, 353- 


RANDALL vs. BEALE, 


14 May 1689 Orators Robert Randall of Southwark, Surry, in the 
colony of Virginia beyond the seas and Mary his wife, late wife and ad- 
ministratrix of Thomas Swan. Trade for many years between Thomas 
Swan and John Beale of London, Merchant. Object of suit to obtain 
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accounts of such trade. Deft. John Beale. Chancery Proceedings 
begun 1714. Bridges 92, 115-116. 


SmITH-CRAWFORD.—Wanted, names of parents, etc., of the Eliza- 
beth Smith who married Capt. David Crawford (d. 1762), of New Kent 
and Amherst counties. 


Bowcock.—Is there a record giving names of sisters of Jason Bow- 
cock (of Albemarle, I believe)? Had hea sister Susan, and whom did 
she marry ?—and were they related to the Salem Bocock, of Louisa 


county, 1747? 


JoEL JoHNsSON.—Wanted, parents, etc., of Joel Johnson, who died in 
Spotsylvania county, 1733. Was he related to William Johnstone or 


Johnson, of same county (sheriff in 1731)? 
E, CINCINNATI. 


Empry.—I am convinced that Sarah Embry rst Read, 2d Scott, was 
daughter of Henry Embry, Jr. Records show that Henry Embry, Jr., 
died 1753, his widow Priscilla Embry took out letters of administration. 
Henry Embry, Sr., died 1763. Mrs. Hill’s will mentions only one living 
child Mary Merritt, and she is one of the executors, but he mentions 
‘‘granddaughters Mary and Sarah Embry, daughters of my son Henry 


Embry.”’ 
Priscilla Embry, widow, married Wm. Hill, 1758 as shown by marriage 


bond. 

October 6th, 1771, ‘“‘ Isaac Read releases John Coleman from Guard- 
ianship of his wife Sarah daughter of Henry Embry, deceased.” 

Bishop Meade said that Sarah Embry Read’s father was Burgess at the 
same time with her husband’s father Clement Read. I believe that both 
Henrys were Burgesses of Lunenburg and Brunswick. Henry Embry, 
Sr’s., wife was named Martha; Sarah Embry Read named her daughter 
Priscilla, which was the name of Henry, Jr’s., wife. 

Have you information which will settle the matter? 

X, Baltimore. 


VircIniaA CuRRENCY.—There is in my possession a five-pound note, 
current money of Virginia, according to Acts of Assembly April 
3, 1710 or 1770—can’t tell which—and signed by some Hamilton as 
President and John Peyton, Treasurer. Also accompanying it is the 
copper plate from which the note was engraved. Can you give any 
data as to what date the act was passed, and at what time Hamilton 
was president and Peyton treasurer of the Assembly ? 

D. E. S., Bluefield, W. Va. 


[There could have been no Act of Assembly dated April 3, 1770, for 
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the Assembly was not then in session, nor was there any session in 
April, 1710. No Hamilton was ever “president” of the Assembly, nor 
was John Peyton treasurer. } 


DANIEL PARKER.—I note on page 106 of Vol. XI of the Virginia His- 
torical Magazine that a correspondent signed ‘‘M,” Montgomery, Ala., 
asks for information of a Daniel Parker. If ‘‘M,’’ of Montgomery, 
Ala., will address me I can, I believe, give him the information asked, 
which I found in looking up my own people. 

W. S. R. PaRKER, Beaumont, Texas. 


AYLIFFE.—William and Benjamin Ayliffe or Ayloffe, successively 
baronets, of Braxted Magna, Essex, England, in letters written 1658- 
1675, refer to their cousin, Richard Ayliffe, as being in Virginia. Rich- 
ard Ayliffe patented 800 acres in Northumberland county, Va., on the 
south side of Wicomico River, February 4, 1662, and 248 acres in the 
same county on the same day. The last tract was on the southward 
side of Great Wicomico River, adjoining the land of James Pope and 
that claimed by Mr. Peter Knight. 


ExTRACTS FROM AccouNT Book oF THOMAS Davis, SPOTSYLVANIA 
County, VA. 


Books Purchased. 
1783. 
Jan. 10. Books bought at Sale of Estate of L. Catlett, Jan’ry 10, 1783: 
1 The Art of Surveying, 
The Surveyor, 4 volls., 
Bailes Dictionary, 
Shakespeares Works, 6 vol., 


1783. 
Oct’br 8. Blackwells Classics, 2 vol, 1 o 
Malvern Dale, 5 oO 
Domestic Medicine, 
Common Prayer Book, 
1785. 
Jan’ry 18. Books bought at Perkins Sale : 
Historys of Europe, 3 Vol., 
Robertsons His’r Scotland, 1 vol., ra.) 6 
1784. 
March 12. Surveyors compasses, chains & implements, $..€@ 
1783. 


Feb’ry 17. Paid for & brought home from Fred’ksb’g, my 
Wedding Cloathes, 
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June 


1783. 


7. 


1783. 


July 


1 Black Velvet Coat, 
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1 Green Silk Waistcoat, 


1 Pr, Black Cloath Breeches, 
1 Pr. Silk Stockings, 


1 Hatt, 


(He married Susannah Hyatt May 1, 1783.) 


His First Household Goods. 


1 Chest of Drawers, 
1 Mah’g Dressing Glass, 
1 cherry bedstead, 


1 large Table, cherry, 


I small 
1 bedstead & cord, 
1 small chest of Draws, 
12 Windsor Chairs, 
2 Leather Arm Do, 


1 Looking Glass, gilt frame, 


Do 


Do, 


I candle stand, 
1 Pr. brass candle sticks, 
12 Forks & Knives, 


1 Sett blue decr’t’d dishes, 1 Doz. Plates, 1 do. 
cups & saucers, 1 large dish, 3 small do., 1 
Platter, 1 cream pot, 1 shugar dish, 1 Tea 


pott, 1 doz. Glass Tumblers, 
1 Pr. decanters, 


Old. 


1 cupboard, 1 Iron Kettle, large; 1 do. do., small; 


2 Pr. bras And irons, 1 coper stew pan, 
1 Pestel & Mortar, 1 large Skillet, 
7 Pewter dishes & 11 Table spoons, 


II 


1 Tea Board, 1 Brass Tea Kettle, 
1 Iron ladle & 3 bras c. sticks & snuffers, 


do. 


Plates & 17 Tea 
1 large Chaney Turene, 


do. 


1 bedstead & cord, 1 Secretoire, 


1 Table & 5 stools, 5 Feather Beds, 


2 Pr. Dimity Bed curtains, 


3 Table clothes, Fire shovel & tongs, 
Susanna’s chest of sheets, coverlids, &c., &c. 


50 lb, Sugar @ 8d., 


¥% Doz. Silver Table Spoons, 


I 


do. 


do, 


Tea 


do., 


0000 0 000 


3 6 
6 6 
10 (Oo 
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1 Ladle, 19 O 
4o yds. negroe cotton, 
30 do. Oznab’gs, @ 2 | 3 oe} 
‘ Endorsed in pencil—‘‘ For Our First Baby's Clothes. 
1784. 
Aug’t 7. 2yds. Muslin, Fine, @ ro, I °o Oo 
4 yds. Edging @ 1 | 2, 4 8 
4 yds. Muslin at 7 | 2, 16 8 
1 hank pink silk, Io 
% yd. Cambrick, 5 6 
1 Baby Silk Cap, 
1 do. shawl, 6 68 
2 pc. Nankeen @ 9], 18 o 
2 yds. blew Persian at 12 |, I 4 0 
1785. P 
Dec’br 20. 1 English Doll with red silk dress for Betty, ¢ 6 
1784. 
Dec. 7. Blooding Self, 4 0 
ps, {For Betty, } 


Betty, their oldest child, was born October 16, 1784, and evidently 
was ‘‘colicy.”’ 

The other entries consist of groceries, wearing apparel, farming im- 
plements, blacksmith repairs, &c., &c., and at a later date a list of his 
slaves, followed by a list of others born as late as 1828, after he removed 
to Kentucky. 


SoLomon.- The King Solomon Memorial Association of Kentucky 
is very anxious to ascertain if William (King) Solomon, who was born 
in Virginia in 1775 and died in this city, November 22, 1854, has any 
relatives now living in Virginia. As far as is known, Solomon never 
married, but he may have had sisters or brothers that did marry and 


left children that are still alive. 
J. W. TowNnsHEND, Lexington, Ky. 


ERRATA. —January, 1909, number: page 14, line 2, for ‘‘superceded”’ 
read ‘‘superseded’’; line 4 from bottom, for ‘‘relation” read “ rela- 
tions”; page 30, line 5, for ‘‘ Digsby’’ read *‘ Digby’’; page 32, line 19, 
for ‘‘Hammon” read Hammond”’; page 37, line 26, for ‘‘ Woo.” 
read ‘‘CoTTon’’; page 56, line 1 of note, for ‘‘on”’ read “‘or.”’ 

FERRAR.—I have been looking up more details concerning the Ferrar 
family, and am engaged in writing a memoir of Doctor John Mapletoftt 
Nicholas Ferrar’s great-nephew and godson, who was brought up a 


: 
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Little Gidding by his aunt, Mary Collet. John Mapletoft's sister Mary, 
born in 1629, and also educated at Little Gidding, evidently went out to 
America. She wrote to her brother from ‘‘Spesutia, Maryland,’’ the 
letter is dated Feb. 26, 1662, and she signs herself Mary ‘‘ Abie” or 
“Ubie.’’ Would it be possible to identify the name, or to find out any- 
thing about her or her husband? In her letter she says “ It hath pleased 
the Lord to visite us boath this last summer very much with sicknes. 
I was sick from June till december, & my husband 3 mounths. But now 
through mercy we Injoy our healthe againe, so have many thoughts & I 
greate hopes of seeing sweet england againe this yeare or next, but as 
yet cannot resolve, the poor juice of our sory comodity, unstable tobacco, 
makes us afraid to venture,” 

If you can in any way help me, by referring me to some authority in 
your country who would throw light on the name, I should be very much 
indebted to you. Henley on Thames, England. 


[John Utie, of ‘‘Utimaria,’ York county, Va., was member of the 
Council 1631, &c., and was dead in 1642. His son John and daughter- 
in-law Mary, his wife, sold ‘‘ Utimaria,” and the name disappears from 
Virginia. John Utie, the younger, evidently removed to Maryland. 
Nathaniel Utie, of ‘‘Spesutia,’? Anne Arundel county, was a member of 
the Maryland Council, and was no doubt son of John Utie, Jr., and Mary 
his wife, who appears from the above to have been Mary Mapletoft. } 


NOTES FROM THE YORK COUNTY RECORDS. 
Court held 16th June, 1646. 


The estate of Thomas Smalcombe is debt’r to disbursements as fol- 
loweth: 
March the roth, 1645. 


lbs. Tob 
To Thomas Gibaon for two 0, 100 
To Randell Revell for two barrells of corn......... ..eeseeeeees 0,300 
To two gall. & a half of sache bought of Thomas Broughton... 0,100 
To one bottle of drames bought of Tho. Broughton............ 0,025 
To cheese bought of Robert Lewis... ........ccceeseceeceeees 0, 100 
To beere sent him in ye tyme of his sickness...........+++++--.-- 0,036 
To the diett at ye ordinary at James 0,035 
0,050 
To tob. p’d John Brock...... (StesesihiceeseehRipiewencesines 0,530 
To his funerall charges—one steer about 4 years cld............ 0,700 
To one barrell of strong beere. 0, 260 


| 
To two pounds of Powder spent at his funerall. ............... 0,024 
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To the minister, clerk & sexton for his buriall..........-.eeeees 0,040 
Thomas Willkinson as p. receipt..........ceeeescceeeenccceees 0,270 
Thomas Taylor as p. bill & receipt... coe 
To Mr. Gill as p. bill & receipt. ........ccccccscccccccccsccses + 0,310 
To Robert Taylor as p. bill & receipt............cceesceceevees 0,475 
To Robert Broughton as p. account & receipt.........-.+20+++- 0,476 
To Tho. Broughton for caske with the tobacco.......-+seeeseee 0,030 
To William Coxe as p. bill & receipt............eeeeecceeeeeees 0,090 
To John Vaughan as p. bill & receipt...........cccceceececeee 0,150 
To Churchwardens for p’ish dutyes ............eeeeeeeeeeeeves + 0,014 
To John Underwood as p. receipt. ...... 0,030 

To Mr. Robert Vaus for Mr. Thomas Vaus for bill & acct. as p. 

Tochangesin * * * * will, with p’bate & recording will & 
To Mr. Deacon a8 p. receipt. ...ccscccccccccceccrccccevencooene 0,213 
6,701 

The Estate of Thomas Smallecombe in Cr’t’s. 

Tob. 

By tobacco allowed him by the Assembly for his services at fort 
By two Indians sold Sir Wm. Berkeley................-eecccees 0,600 
By two Indians sold John 0,500 
By an Indian sold Capt. Thomas Pettus.............essseeeeeee 0,600 
By Inventory as 0,630 
6,330 

June the 26th, 1646. 

lbs. Tob. 
We find p. Inventory received ye estate cr’d.......-....00eeeeee 0,630 
6,330 
lbs. Tob. 

Estate debt’r by good proffe as bills taken in and receipts * * 
soe much p’d by Thos Gibson........-.ceeeseeceeceeeees 3,581 
Rests for the court to have Tho. Gibson prove p’d............. + 3,120 


The w’ch was this day proved by the oath of Thomas Gibson and al- 
lowed by the Court. 
Teste me Ro. Boutn, Cl. Cur. 

The will of Richard Elrighton—dated May 26th, 1646, recorded June 
16, 1646. Item: for my worldly estate I give & bequeath unto —~—— 
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—— of St. Martins of the fields [London] tenn pounds sterling to be 
distributed to the sev’rall oldest men as far as it shall extend at twoe 
shillings sixe pence p. piece.” To Anne Claxon “servant to Mr. Pryor’ 
he gives ‘“‘ye p’duce of one hoghe’ds of tobacco which was sent by me 
ye testator unto Mr. Ralph Barrett this last year;” gives three hogheds of 
tobacco to Mary Keton and all the rest of his property to Mr. Wm. 
Pryor and his daughters Mrs Margarett & Mary Pryor. 


Inventory of personal estate of Thos. Broughten, dec’d.—Amounting 
to 3,858 Ibs. tobacco. 


Joseph Croshaw of Hampton parish in the county of Yorke in Vir- 
ginia, planter, sells to Richard Croshaw of the same place, planter, 160 
acres ‘‘sittuate on the north side of Queen’s Creek, and adjoining to ye 
Indian field” (being portion of a tract granted to Joseph Croshaw 
October 29, 1643). Dated 14 June, 1646. 


[July 25, 1646.] 
John Brock’s Judgement against Martin Westerlincke, Attorney of 
Alexander Gregory for ‘‘a watch and diamond-like stone,” to be re- 
turned to him at the next shipping in 1647. 


Inventory of personal estate of John Eaton dec’d—amounting in value 
to 2,702 lbs. tobacco. 


John Brooke, of Bexford, in the county of Essex [England], Clothyer, 
appoints Henry Brooke, Marchant, resident in Virginia, his true and 
lawful attorney. States that Barnaby Brooke, brother of the said John, 
had died at sea on his way to Virginia. Acknowledged before John 
Emans, notary public in the city of London. 


John Bell’s deed to John Williams of 250 acres, which land was 
granted to Samuel Watkeys by patent in 1639 and sold to Bell June 1o, 
1641. This land is described in the patent ‘‘as lying and being in the 
County of Charles River in the fforest adjoining unto the land of John 
Utye, extending itself from the head of King’s Creek westerly to ye 
Mayden Swamp, adjoining to the land formerly granted unto him the 
said Watkins by assignment of Joseph Croshaw for ye transportation 
of five persons unto this Collony’’—dated Oct. Ist, 1645. 


An order that the difference between Capt. Robert Higgenson and 
John Wethersford be referred to the July Court “‘in regard ye danger- 
ousness of the tyme will not permit [Higginson] to leave his Charge & 
Care of his undertakinge at the Midle plantation pale this pr’sent Court.’’ 


The Court doth order according to an act of Assembly that John 
Hansford & Robert Lewis for Hampton p’ish; Samuel Salles and Jeffrey 
Power for Yorke p’ish; Edward Mitchell & Abraham Turner for Poquo- 
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son p’ish shall take a p’fect list of all the tytheable p’sons in ye s’d 
sev’rall p’ish, as alsoe of all cowes of three years old, horses, mares & 
geldings of three years old & upwards, sheep & goates, and that ye 
p’form ye same & deliver ye s’d list to ye sheriffe by ye 25 of this 
p’resent June, and that every man’s name be taken p’ticularly. 


Court held 24th July, 1646. Whereas John Underwood “‘ who maryed 
the relict of William Caynhood,’’ &c., an order entered for a quietus con- 
cerning the estate of the said Caynhood. 


Whereas it appeareth to ye Court that Christ. Boyse standeth indebted 
to ye creditors of the estate of Sir John Harvey the sume of two thou- 
sand two hundred Eighty & fower [pounds] of tobacco stript & smothed, 
The Court doth * * * * order that the s’d Christopher Boyse shall 
make payment of the said [tobacco as stated] to the s’d George Lud- 
low, Esq., for the use of ye credi’rs as affores’d with Court Charges on 
ye Ninth of November next and that he be put in security for payment 
thereof (within tenn dayes) ells execucon. 


Court Held July 25th, 1646. Present: Capt. Richard Townshend, 
Esq. ; Capt. Nicholas Martian, Mr. John Chew, Mr. Hugh Gwin, Mr. 
Rob’t Vaus. 

The Court doth order that those forty men whoe weare by order and 
list appointed to pay work unto Francis Peper [indistinct] for his last 
march against the Indians small make payment of half a day’s worke 
appeace to ye s’d Peper uppon demand, as also the sum of one hundred 
pounds of tobacco, the w’ch be layed out for his p’vision for ye s’d 
servis. 


The will of Christopher Stookes of the new Poquoson in ye county of 
Charles River, dated June 8, 1646, 

Leaves half of his estate to his wife Abiatris Stookes, and the other 
half to his brothers William and Francis. 


“Mr. Kiggan—my respects.—These are to intreate you to doe me the 
favour as to present my business in Court concerning Mr. Ludlowe. 
John Phillips was to have been my Attorney but hee is by accident 
fallen lame and therefore cannot appeare. And this note shall fully 
oblige me to stand to without any contradiction what shall be by you 
accomplished and ever remain yo’rs to Command, 


CHRISTOPHER Boysk.”’ 


“‘Mr. Hockadday. I would entreat you to acknowledge to ye Court 
that Iam bound in bond to Mr. Pryor for nine hundred pounds of to- 
bacco and caske. And for ye paym’t of ye s’d nine hundred pounds of 
tob. & caske all my croppe of corn and tobacco, my house & plantacon, 
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my cattle, with all I doe possess is bound over to ye s’d Mr. Pryor, as 
witness my hand this 25th of July, 1646. 
Morer [mark].” 


Inventory of the estate of Thomas Trotter. Value 1,380 Ibs. tobacco. 


Debtor and Creditor accounts against the estates of Edward Percivall 
& Wm. Caynhood. Among items of the second account (Mr. Cayn- 
hood): ‘‘for funerall charges’’ 580 lbs. tob.; “for tob. p’d Mr. Lee for 
Physicke in the time of his sickness” 440. 


“Mr. fir. Willis— 

Loveing ffriend, after salutacons, This is to accompany the inclosed 
acco’t of Capt. Wormeley, as alsoe in my absence to Authorize to re- 
cover and receive it. Mr. John Chew the bearer hereof can testifie the 
after demand thereof, {&c.] 

Y’rs to Command, 
PETER KNIGHT.” 


Debtor and creditor accounts against the estate of Wm. Baulke, dec. 
Among the charges : 


To funerall charges, sermon, with his buriall & grave digging.... 1,000 
To Heary Poole, Cler. of Eliz. County... 0,192 


John Brock’s deed of gift of Cattle and ‘‘a stock of Beds,’’ to his god- 
sons Joseph and Benjamin Croshaw, sons of Joseph Crosh—S8th June, 
1646. 

25th July, 1646. 

Goods that John Adison and some others tooke upp belonging to the 
estate of Edward Percivall, at ye s’d Percivall’s Plantation w’ch ye 
affores’d Adison satisfied Ye men that weare in his company by giveing 
them five shoes. The p’cells of goods weare as followeth being brought 
to ye house of George Ludlowe, esq., in Mr. Mottrom’s shallop there 
to be left untill any have power to clayme them. 

Impr’is: 2 Runletts of Powder, about twenty pounds of shott, five 
paire shooes, one brasse kettle of twelve gallons, one iron pott of Eight 
gallons, sixe Iron wedges, three proves [?], two Iron pestles, five hun- 
dred of twenty peny nayles, one grind stone, one connowe 30 pole [?] 
long, one wascoate, one table cloath, one fier shovel, one iron dripping 
pann, one smoke, 1 pre Rider Irons, one dram Cupp. 

More goods of the s’d Percivall taken upp by Richard Price and 
brought in Mr. Mottrom’s shallop : 2 pewter dishes, 2 pewter porringers, 
2 hollow [illegible], 1 Iron pott, one pre pott Hookes, one frying pann. 

“Whereas Mr. Hugh Gwin hath made a debt appear to ye Court of 
Yorke county against the estate of Edw. Percivall, dec., These pr’sents 
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Assigne unto Mr. Henry [Hugh?] Gwin my Right of ye goods within 
specified for satisfacon of ye s’d debt I ye s’d Advisor being ye lawfull 
Administrat’r of ye s’d Purcivall. Witness my hand July 28, 1646. 


JoHN ADISON,”’ 
Witness: Tho. Kobbs, Arthur Price. 


24th September, 1646. 

Susan English granted letters of Admin. on the estate of her deceased 
husband Wm. English. 

“In the difference depending between Mrs. Sarah Googins, plaintiffe, 
and Mr. Nicholos Brooke defen’t for & concerning a debt of five thou- 
sand pounds of tob. & cashe, the s’d Nicholos Brooke doth appeale to 
ye Governor & Council for tryall at ye next Quarter Court, &c.”’ 

[The plaintiff in this case was the daughter of —— Offley, of London, 
and the wife, first of Captain Adam Thoroughgood, secondly of Captain 
John Gookin, and thirdly of Colonel Francis Yeardley. Her epitaph 
from an armorial tomb, formerly at Church Point, Princess Anne 
county, was printed in the Richmond Cvitic..—Ep.] 


September the 26th, 1646. 

p’sent— 

Capt. Nicholos Martian, Capt. John Chisman, Captain William Taylor, 
Mr. Row. Burnham. 

Whereas Thomas Deacon did arrest Daniel Wilkinson servant to 
ffrancis Willis and there appeareing noe cause of accou. against him, 
The Court doth therefore order that the s’d deacon be non suited & pay 
the s’d Willis one hundred pounds of tob. for ye lost of his servant’s 
tyme & charge he hath been at in diet dureing ye court—otherwise exec. 


Be it knowne unto all men by these pr’sents that wee Henry Lee, and 
Richard Lee both of the county of Yorke, planters, doe acknowledge & 
confesse ourselves indebted unto Mrs. Sibella ffelgate the relict and late 
wife of Capt. Robert ffelgate. gentle. deceased, the full some of twenty 
thousand weight of good and Marchantable tob. in cashe, to ye true 
p’formence whereof we binde ourselves, our heyres, execut’rs and 
Adm’rs firmly by these pr’sents. Wittness our hands and seals this 
39th of January, 1644. 

The condition of this obligacon is such that whereas the above 
bounden Henry Lee has received of the above named Mrs. Sibella 
ffelgate nine head of Cattle, belonging unto John Adkins (viz): sixe 
cowes, one twoe yeare old heifer, one yeareling heifer, and one cow calfe 
w’ch s’d cattle weare formerly in the custody of Capt. Robert ffelgate as 
having marryed the mother of the s’d John Adkins, whoe is the brother 
of Marah the wife of the above bounden Henry Lee; Now if the said 
Henry Lee & Richard Lee or either of there heires, &c., shall or save 
defend and keepe harmless, &c. 

Witness: Hugh Gwin, Tho. Bassett, Wm. Lee. 
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Deposition of Nicholos Brooke, aged 28 years—25th Sept., 1646. 


Deposition of Thomas Heath aged 36 years or thereabouts, sworne, 
saith : 


“That Thomas Gibson did in Ano 1643, passe his bill unto Henry 
Brooke for fower thousand pounds of tobacco & cashe, for and in con- 
sideration of fower servants ; w’ch weare to be delivered at or before 
the nativity of our blessed Lord & Saviour Christ Jesus then next en- 
sueing, w’ch servants weare never delivered as this depo’t cann & doth 


testifie & further saith not. 
Tuo. HEATH.” 


Bond, dated Apl. 16th, 1646, of Charles Smith of York to Francis 
Compton, binding the whole crop of said Smith & his “ man Shephard.” 


Amount 3,400 lbs. tob. 


Att A Court holden for the county of Yorke the 20th October, 1646. _ 

It is ordered with the consent of Mr. Edmund Chisman, father-in-law 
[step-father] to John Lilley, orphant; William Barber, father-in-law to 
the orphants of John Dennett, vizt: Thomas Dennett, Margaret Den- 
nett & Sarah Dennett, & daniell ffoxe, father-in-law to the orphants of 
Clarke & Munday, that the estates belonging to the s’d sev’rall orphants 
w’ch this day they have given an acco’t of to this Co'’rt, shall hencefor- 
ward, with all there increase freely come & belong unto the s’d orphants 
without any charges for the future subsistence or education of the s’d 
orphants or for there care, paines or charge in pr'serving & looking to 
ye s‘d sev’rall orphants estates soe long as thay or any of them shall re- 
maine under the tuition of ye above s’d Edmund Chisman, William 
Barber & Daniell ffoxe, The Male Cattle only excepted, w’ch belong to 
John Lilly & the orphants of John Dennett, and the orphants of ye s’d 
Clarke & Munday. 

“The estate of John Lilly are as follows [8 head of cattle.] 

EDMUND CHISMAN.” 

“The estate of Thomas Dennett is one cowe, twoe calves, one year- 
ling. 

Margarett Dennett’s estate twoe cowes, one yearling. 

Sarah Dennett’s estate three cowes, one yearling. 

being all guifts by god-fathers. 

Wo. BARBER.” 

[It was customary to make division of cattle before any other part of 

an estate.—EbD. ] 


An order that John Shelley’s Stock be kept by Henry Penntray with 
his consent, without any charges for the same, or for the maintenence & 
education of ye s’d John Shelley soe long as ye s’d Shelley shall remaine 
with ye s’d Pantry, the male increase only excepted. 
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“The stocke of cattle belonging to John Shelly is nowe sixe cowes & 


one yearling heifer. 
HENRY PANTRY.” 


Similar orders entered respecting the cattle of the orphans of Thomas 
Abbs, Robert Todd guardian; the orphans of Mary and Francis Aller- 
vell; Ann and William Wotten, Edward Grundy guardian; Francis 
Stookes, Edward Mitchell guardian ; Argall Blackstone (“cattle given 
him by his grandfather”’), Wm. Hawkins guardian; the orphans of john 
Davis and Humphrey Waldren, Ashwell Batten guardian; Katherine 
Pead orphan, George fforde guardian. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


(It was intended that more extended notices of the books whose 
titles are given below should be published in this number, but circum- 
stances compel us to postpone such publication to a future issue of the 
Magazine. ) 


THE RECORD OF THE CELEBRATION OF THE Two HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. Under the 
Auspices of the American Philosophical Society Held at Philadelphia 
for Promoting Useful Knowledge, April the Seventeenth to April the 
Twentieth, A. D. Nineteen Hundred and Six, and 


CALENDAR OF THE PAPERS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN IN THE LI- 
BRARY OF THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. Printed for the 
American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, 1906-1908, 6 vols. 


History OF NORTH CAROLINA. By Samuel A’Court Ashe. In two 
volumes. Volume I, from 1584 to 1783. Greensboro, Charles L. Van 
Noppen, publisher, 1908, pp. xxiv, 724, with 46 maps and illustrations. 


GENEALOGY OF JEFFERSON Davis. Addresses * * * By Wm. 
H. Whitsitt, Professor of James Thomas, Jr., School of Philosophy, 
Richmond College [Richmond] 1908, pp. 16. 


JOURNAL OF THE ILLINOots HIsToRIcAL Society. Vol. I, numbers 
2and 3. Julyand October, 1908. * * * Springfield, IIl., 1908. 
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HEADS OF FAMILIES. FIRST CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1790. 
State Enumerations of Virginia; From 1782 to 1785. Washington 
Government Printing Office, 1908, pp. 189, with index and map. 


THE ORiGIN OF THE BRITISH COLONIAL SYSTEM, 1578-1660. * * * 


By George Louis Beer, author of “ British Colonial Policy, 1754-1765.” 
New York. The Macmillan Company, 1908, pp. 438, with index. 


INDEX TO ENROLLED BILLS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF VIR- 
GINIA, 1776 to 1862. Original Parchments. Compiled by John W. Wil- 
liams, Clerk of the House of Delegates and Keeper of the Rolls. Rich- 
mond. Davis Bottom, Superintendent of Public Printing, 1908, pp. 941, 
with index. 


A CALENDAR OF CONFEDERATE PAPERS, WITH A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
SomME CONFEDERATE PUBLICATIONS. Preliminary Report of the South- 
ern Historical Manuscripts Commission. Prepared under the direction 
of the Confederate Memorial Literary Society. By Douglas Southall 
Freeman. Richmond, Va. The Confederate Museum, 1908, pp. 620, 
with index. 


FREEMASONRY IN PENNSYLVANIA, 1727-1907. As Shown by the Re- 
cords of Lodge No. 2, F. and A. M., of Philadelphia, fron the Year A. 
L. 5757, A. D. 1757. Compiled from Original Sources. By Norris S. 
Barratt, Past Master Lodge No. 2; Julius F. Sachse, Past Master Lodge 
No. gt. Philadelphia, 1908, pp. xxiii, 477;*67 illustrations and fac sim- 
tiles. Presented by Lodge No. 2. 


THE UNITED STATES AS A WORLD Power. By Archibald Cary Cool- 
idge, Harvard University. New York, The Macmillan Company, 1908, 


pp. vii, 385, with index. 


COLLECTIONS OF THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY, vol- 
ume III. SERIES, volume I. THE LINCOLN-DovuGLAs DE- 
PATES OF 1858. Edited with introduction and notes by Edwin Earle 
Sparks, Ph. D., President of the Pennsylvania State College. * * * 
Published by the Trustees of the Illinois State Historical Library, Spring- 
field, Illinois, 1908, pp. xi, 627, with index and 25 illustrations. 


Joun Watts DE Peyster. By Frank Allaben. * * * Frank 
Allaben Genealogical Company, New York [1908] 2 vols. pp. 323, 337, 
with index and 31 illustrations. 
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Joseph Bruan. 


And let me treat him largely; I should fear 
(If with too prying lens I chanced to err, 
Mistaking catalogue for character,) 

His wise forefinger raised in smiling blame— 
Nor would I scant him with judicial breath; 
And turn me critic in an epitaph..... 

I would but memorize the shining half 

Of his large nature that was turned to me. 


Thus Lowell, in his noble elegy on Agassiz, and such must 
be the scope and purport of this halting tribute to our noble 
“Virginia Worthy.” 

Since his death, the press throughout the whole country 
has teemed with appreciatory articles dealing with his mar- 
vellous energy, intuitive sagacity, bold initiative, and consum- 
mate administrative ability, as a man of affairs. 

His success there was, indeed, brilliant, but it is the other 
“shining half” that shall abide with us, when its more ma- 
terial complement, if not altogether forgot, shall, perhaps, be 
unregarded. 

Yet even here, there must needs be more or less of “cata- 
logue,” for ’tis a trite aphorism that “character,” however virile 
and self-poised, always owes much to environment. 

Joseph Bryan, eighth child of John Randolph Bryan and 
Elizabeth Tucker Coalter, his wife, was born at his father’s 
plantation, “Eagle Point,” in the county of Gloucester, Vir- 
ginia, on August 13th, 1845. He died at his country-seat, “La- 
burnum,” near Richmond, November 20th, 1908. _ 

His father, John Randolph Bryan, godson and namesake of 
the brilliant and eccentric John Randolph of Roanoke, after re- 
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ceiving a sound education at excellent fitting-schools and at 
Yale, entered the Navy of the United States as Midshipman, 
at the age of seventeen, cruized in the Pacific, Mediterranean 
and elsewhere for six or seven years (with intervals of 
“leave’’), rose to be Past-Midshipman, but resigned the ser- 
vice, and settled down as a planter, soon after his marriage 
to Mr. Randolph’s favorite niece, Elizabeth Tucker Coalter, in 
January, 1830. 

He was the very highest type of the country-gentle- 
men of his time—of aristocratic lineage (for he was the 
great-grandson of that “pestilential Rebel,” Jonathan Bryan*, 


*This Jonathan Bryan (grand-son of Joseph, the first of the name in 
the Colonies, who settled in South Carolina some time during the 
second-half of the seventeenth century) was born in 1708, left South 
Carolina (where he had several plantations) in 1733, joined Ogle- 
thorpe in Georgia, assisted him in selecting the site of Savannah, 
took part in his “expedition” against the Spaniards in Florida in 
1736, and finally settled down on a plantation (which he called 
“Brampton”), on the Savannah river, a few miles above the newly- 
established town of the same name. He owned several other plan- 
tations in Georgia besides “Brampton.” 

For twenty years (1754-1774), he was a member of the King’s 
Council of that Province, but he was “a furious Whig,” and, on the 
first mutterings of resistance to the encroachments of the “Royal 
Prerogative.” was so outspoken in his denunciations of any invasion 
of the rights of the people, that he was summarily expelled from 
that august body (1774). Whereupon, the “Union Society in Georgia,” 
composed of equally recalcitrant gentry-folk, prayed his formal ac- 
ceptance of a noble silver tankard of generous dimensions (still at 
“Laburnum”), on which one may see inscribed: “To Jonathan Bryan, 
Esquire, who for Publickly Appearing in Favour of the Rights and 
Liberties of the People was excluded from His Majesty's Council of 
this Province, this Piece of Plate, as a Mark of their Esteem, is Pre- 
sented by the Union Society in Georgia. 

Ita cuique eveniat de republica meruit.” 

Three years later (1777), we find him “Acting Vice-President and 
Commander-in-Chief of Georgia and Ordinary of the Same.” He 
took a very active part in the Revolution, was a member of the “Com- 
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“Acting Vice-President, Commander-in-Chief, and Ordinary 
of the Province of Georgia” in Revolutionary days), of courtly 
manners—a fine classical scholar, who to the day of his death 
could read, if not his “Plato,” certainly his Livy and Horace 
“with his feet on the fender,” as Emerson neatly puts it— 
a keen sportsman, a devoted Churchman, a kind neighbor, and 
the very soul of hospitality. 

The mother, “Betty” Coalter, allied-by blood to what were 


mittee of Public Safety for Georgia,” and, when he was surprised 
and seized on one of his plantations by a raiding party of British 
soldiers, General Prevost in a letter to Lord George Germain rejoices 
at the capture of such “a notorious ring-leader of Rebellion.” (One 
sees that our Joseph Bryan came rightfully enough by his “Rebel 
spirit 

He, with his son, James, was sent northward, by sea, to languish on 
one of the dreadful “prison-hulks” lying off Brooklyn, but in 1780 
they were exchanged, and Jonathan at once returned to his treasona- 
ble activities. 

But while Jonathan Bryan is best known to us on his militant side, 
it should be added that he was a man of deep and fervid piety, as was 
also his brother Hugh, both of whom fell under the religious in- 
fluence of John Wesley, and, later, of George Whitefield, and be- 
came their intimates. Whitefield, as is well known, was a thorn in 
the flesh of the clergy of the Established Church, both in South 
Carolina and in Georgia, reviled the memory of Archbishop Tillot- 
son as that of a lukewarm “Laodicean,” prayed extempore prayers in 
churches of his own communion, preached in “Dissenting” meeting- 
houses, and generally scandalized the gentry as well as the clergy 
of both Provinces, who regarded him as “a fluent mountebank.” 
But Hugh Bryan became his most extravagant disciple, and, in the 
matter of censuring the clergy, out-heroded Herod. Doyle, indeed, 
calls him “a reckless partisan” of Whitefield, who stopped at nothing 


- in his religious zeal. Because of a violent letter written by Hugh, 


and corrected by Whitefield for the press, both of them (together 
with the printer) were threatened with criminal proceedings in South 
Carolina. Nothing came of it, and Hugh eventually drifting into a 
sort of “Mysticism” wrote a book about it, which no one seems to 
have understood but himself, if indeed, he did. 
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known in Colonial days as “the grandees” of Tidewater Vir- 
ginia, was a beautiful woman of rare culture, wrapped up in 
husband and children, known and loved through all the 
countryside for her gentleness, her ready sympathy, cheerful 
piety and unobtrusive benefactions. Wordsworth might, in- 
deed, have had her in his mind’s eye when he spoke of— 


“Those blessed ones who do God's will and know it not.” 


Such was the refined, cultured, and wholesome home that 


The family grew apace in wealth and influence, and Jonathan's 
grandson, Joseph (grandfather of our Joseph), being the only child 
and heir, was reckoned one of the richest planters in Georgia. 

Joseph was a man of vigorous native parts, which had been seduously 
cultivated by training in the best schools at home and abroad. After 
completing his academic studies at the University of Cambridge 
in England, he returned to America, and in 1793 studied law in 
Philadelphia under Edmund Randolph, at that time Washington’s 
Attorney-General. Here, he had for his fellow-student (there were 
but these two), and room-mate, John Randolph of Roanoke, be- 
tween whom and himself there sprang up a friendship that was roman- 
tic in its intensity. Mr. Randolph has left us a picture of him as 
vivid as any that was ever drawn by the hand of that eccentric genius 
—of his fine bearing and notable beauty of person, adding (and this 
should arrest the interest of students of heredity), “he was brave even 
to rashness and his generosity bordered on profusion.” He further 
descants on the brilliancy of his intellectual gifts and on his sobriety 
of judgment, and declares “he has rendered me such service as one 
man can seldom render another.” He does not enlighten us as to 
what that service was. Apropos, Moncure D. Conway, speaking of 
John Randolph, in his Omitted Chapters of History, Disclosed in the 
Life and Letters of Edmund Randolph (p. 137), says: “The Attor- 
ney-General’s other student, John Bryan” (a slip for “Joseph”) “got 
John Randolph out of a scrape so serious that neither would reveal 
it.” This Joseph Bryan, after finishing his law course under Edmund 
Randolph, went again to Europe (this time for travel, not for study), 
“made the grand tour,” and on his return to Georgia in 1802, was 
almost at once elected to Congress, in which he served for three 
sessions, but resigned on his marriage in 1805, and retired to one of 
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“Joe” Bryan (for no one ever called him Joseph) was blessed 
with in his boyhood, and, in the coming years, when tried by 
both extremes of fortune, remembering the lessons taught 
there, he showed himself equal to each and proved himself 
worthy of the noble stock from which he sprung. 

When this lovely Virginia matron lay a-dying, she called 
her little brood about her, and taking them one by one in her 
arms, whispered, along with the mother-kiss, a few words of 


his estates (known as “Nonchalance”) on Wilmington Island, having 
decided that he would find his truest happiness in the domestic circle, 
and among his beloved books. 

He died at the early age of thirty-nine, leaving a beautiful widow 
(who in time married Col. Scriven, of Georgia), and five small chil- 
dren, the oldest of whom was Jonathan Randolph Bryan (“Jonathan” 
after his great-grandfather, and “Randolph” after the father’s bosom 
friend of “Roanoke”). The lad was always from the first called 
“Randolph” and, in time, the “Jonathan” was changed to “John.” 

A year after his father’s death (1812), the little fellow was sent 
by his mother to school in Savannah. There he boarded in the family 
of a Madame Cottineau, who with her children, had fled to America 
from the horrors of the negro insurrection in San Domingo. Madame 
Cottineau’s “spiritual director” was a certain accomplished French ec- 
clesiastic, the Abbé Carle, who had accompanied the family in their 
flight, and under his care little Randolph learned to speak French 
with elegance and precision, besides being taught the rudiments of 
Latin. 
At ten years of age (1816), Randolph, with a younger brother, 
Thomas, came to Virginia at the earnest solicitation of the master 
of “Roanoke,” who wanted his namesake near him and who urged 
the better facilities for education in this State. 

Here he remained at school for four years, he and his brother 
spending all their winter holidays and summer vacations at “Roan- 
oke,” and from that time Mr. Randolph always regarded and treated 
him as a son. At the expiration of this time, he returned to Georgia 
to be with his mother, and, after spending two years at school there, 
came North in the summer of 1822, where for a short time he at- 
tended a fitting-school at Repton, Conn., and in October of that year, 
entered Yale College at the age of sixteen. 
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loving counsel, well within their comprehension, then, smil- 
ing, quietly fell on sleep. 

The memory of that scene and of her words never faded 
from heart or brain of “little Joe,” and in the days of stress 
and storm (happily not many) he ever counted them a pre- 
cious sheet-anchor in life. 

On the death of his mother, he entered the “Episcopal 
High School” (near Alexandria, Virginia), then under the 


He remained at Yale but a single year, for having applied for a 
warrant as Midshipman in the Navy, of the United States, his ap- 
plication was promptly granted, chiefly through the active interest 
of his father’s old friend and neighbor, Col. Edward Tatnall, of 
Georgia, brother of Commodore Josiah Tatnall, of “Peiho” fame, after- 
ward a distinguished officer of the Confederate Navy. 

He remained in the navy little over seven years, seeing much active 
sea-service, but in January, 1830, he married John Randolph’s “darling 
niece” (as Randolph calls her in his letters), “Betty Coalter,” at her 
father’s home, the historic “Chatham,” opposite Fredericksburg, and 
almost immediately thereafter resigned his commission, the young 
couple taking up their residence at “Eagle Point.” There were ten 
children born of this union. 

Mrs. John Randolph Bryan died at “Eagle Point” in 1856. Her 
husband survived until 1887. They sleep side by side in the beautiful 
old family burying-ground almost within a stone‘s throw of the home 
of their married life. 

There is no need of any note touching “Betty Coalter’s” family. 
The history of her family is, in great measure, the history of the 
Colony and of the Commonwealth. 


[I am indebted for the larger portion of data relating to Jona- 
than Bryan and his descendants to the courtesy of the Rev. C. Brax- 
ton Bryan, D. D., of Petersburg, Virginia, a younger brother of the 
subject of this. slight memoir. Dr, Bryan is a keen antiquarian, and 
by patient industry has collected a great mass of most interesting 
and valuable papers and records touching his family. As he has 
“the pen of a ready writer,” it is greatly to be hoped that he may be 
induced to publish in this, or some other historical magazine, or 
even in more ambitious guise, the results of his researches concern- 
ing the Bryans of Georgia and Virginia and their times—W. G. McC.] 
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headmastership of the Rev. John P. McGuire, and remained 
there until the beginning of the war (1856-1861). 

Though not sixteen when the war began, he was eager to 
enlist at once, but he was a delicate lad, and, as an ever obe- 
dient son, he yielded to his father’s earnest wishes in the 
matter, and remained with him at “Eagle Point,” and, later 
on, at another of his plantations, ““Carysbrook,” in Fluvanna 
county (whither they went on the occupation of the former 
by the enemy), until the autumn of 1862. In October of that 
year, he entered the Academic Department of the University 
of Virginia, where he remained until July of 63. He was 
now keener than ever to be “at the front” (as the phrase was 
then, instead of the modern “on the firing line’), when, by an 
untoward accident, he broke his bridle-arm badly, and was 
again condemned to inaction, while his brothers were winning 
“glory” in the field. He felt that he must do something, so 
he took service for a few months in the “Nitre and Mining 
Bureau,” donned his grey uniform and was assigned to duty 
in Pulaski county, Southwest Virginia. 

In May 1864, he got leave of absence, immediately volun- 
teered with the “Second Company, Richmond Howitzers,” 
and took part in the sanguinary engagement of May 18th at 
Spotsylvania C. H. On the expiration of his leave, he had, 
of course, to report for duty to his chief in Pulaski, but his 
arm was now sound again, and after a few months’ time he 
joyfully took service as a simple trooper in Captain Mountjoy’s 
Company of Mosby’s command. 

He had not been in the command a month, when he was 
shot twice and sent back to “Carysbrook.” But his wounds 
soon healed, and back he went to Mosby, and from that time 
to the very end was to be found riding hard by the bridle-rein 
of that brilliant partisan officer in all his daring raids and 
desperate hand-to-hand encounters. 
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No more devoted soldier of “the Lost Cause” ever wore 
his country’s gray. He believed in the righteousness of that 
Cause with all the passion of his mighty heart, steadfastly 
counting it worthy all the splendid sacrifices made for it by 
his people, for in it, and through it, as he clearly discerned, 
had been developed to heroic pitch by fire of battle the noblest 
virtues that God has allowed to mortal man. 

Unless forbidden by the imperious demands of great inter- 
ests (in which were involved, apart from his own, the inter- 
ests of others), he never in all the years missed a “Re-union” 
of Lee’s veterans. To any one of these veterans in want, his 
purse was always open, and the writer of these lines happens 
to know that when, at last, fortune was lavish of her favors, 
he gave a trusted comrade, with characteristic prodigality, 
carte blanche to relieve the necessities of every indigent Con- 
federate soldier, or widow of such soldier, in his county, in- 
structing him to “draw at sight” for whatever amount he 
deemed proper. This comrade expended literally thousands 
of dollars in this noble benefaction, which, it is safe to affirm, 
is here made known for the first time to even the intimate 
friends of Mr. Bryan. He made but one stipulation—that 
neither they nor anyone else was to know from whom the 
money came. 

It would take pages, indeed, to set down like good deeds 
which he did by stealth, and of which there is no record save 
in hearts grateful to the unknown donor. 

Yet, strong and unwavering as was his conviction of the 
absolute righteousness of our contention, with that sanity of 
vision and breadth of tolerance, which characterized him in 
things, great and small, he loyally accepted the results of 
the unequal contest, and, with broad patriotism, urged by pen 
and tongue a thorough reconciliation between the sections. 

It was mainly because of his belief that the various “pa- 
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triotic societies” throughout the country were no mean agents 
in fostering this spirit of reconciliation, that he joined “The 
Society of Colonial Wars” (of which he was made President), 
“The Society of the Sons of the American Revolution,’ and 
became a member of “The Society of the Cincinnati.” He 
also took an active interest in the affairs of the “Phi Beta 
Kappa.” 

The disastrous end of the war found his father broken in 
fortune, as was well nigh every man of former affluence in 
the State. “Carysbrook” might be held with rigid economy, 
but “Eagle Point” had to go. To anticipate a little—that was, 
indeed, a day of (what the Romans would term) “pious hap- 
piness,” when “Joe” Bryan, having surmounted earlier diffi- 
culties, was enabled to buy back his boyhood’s home, remodel- 
ling and refitting its interior with such faultless taste and 
luxury, as must have compelled a nod of approval (could they 
know) from departed “grandees,’ who “rarely hated ease,” 
and had been wont to live “in a manner becoming a gentle- 
man of fortune.” . 

Just before the end came, a band of Mosby’s men had cap- 
tured a Federal paymaster, plethoric with “greenbacks,” and 
Joe’s share was a goodly “wad” of the same. But when those 
bold horsemen disbanded, April 21st (twelve days after the final 
scene at Appomattox C. H.), the big-hearted young Virgin- 
ian gave every dollar he had in the world to an impecunious 
comrade eager to get back to his home in Kentucky. 

Thus penniless, yet undismayed by the “res angusta domi,” 
young Bryan, bent on completing his interrupted education, 
cast about for the means to secure that cherished object. 

Scarce six weeks after Lee’s surrender, his chance came, 
and, as always, he was swift to seize it. 

It was well known to his companions that he was not only 
a superb rider (as all Virginia boys were in those days), but 
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a fine judge of horse-flesh, not excluding “the humble, but 
useful, mule.” 

Captain William Glassell (who had proved himself a daring 
officer in the Confederate naval operations in Charleston har- 
bor) now approached him with a scheme for purchasing 
“Government mules,” that were being sold for a song by the 
thousand in Washington, on the disbandment of the vast 
Union armies. 

“Joe” saw instantly the great possibilities of the proposal 
and jumped at it. 

The government no longer wanted the mules, and there was 
nothing that the Virginia and Carolina farmer needed more. 
Glassell was to furnish the money (obtained from a brother 
in California) ; “Joe,” the experience. 

The scheme proved a brilliant stroke of business from the 
start. They went back again and again for “more mules.” 
They grew rich and incautious. Some envious rival whis- 
pered the Government officials that the shrewd mule-buyer 
was “one of Mosby’s men,” and they were ordered to leave 
town at once. ' 

That night they slipped away, but the mules (branded “U. 
S.”) went along too. 

They had “turned the trick”—the profits were divided— 
and that autumn young Bryan entered again the Academic 
Department of the University of Virginia. 

Little did the struggling young undergraduate of twenty 
dream then that in the coming years he was to become a mem- 
ber of the governing body, and a munificent benefactor, of 
that great foundation of learning. 

For two years he pursued his academic studies*, and in 


*He attended the “Schools” of Latin, Greek, Mathematics, Modern 
Languages, History and Literature, Physics, Chemistry, and Moral 
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October 1867 entered the Law School. At the end of the 
session, his money was exhausted, and he was unable to re- 
turn another year for his degree. 

But he had compassed more than he had hoped for—the 
foundation had been laid deep and strong, and, like Shake- 
speare’s “puissant prince,” he was “in the very May-morn of 
his youth, ripe for mighty enterprises.” 

During the summer (1868), he went before the judges of 
the Virginia Court of Appeals, passed satisfactorily the “Bar 
Examination,” and at once began the practice of law at Pal- 
myra, in Fluvanna county, within easy riding distance of 
“Carysbrook,” where his father was still living. 


Here he remained but two years, moving in 1870 to Rich- 
mond, which seemed to offer a more promising field for sub- 
stantial success in his profession. 

Allied by blood to many of the most prominent families 
of the capital, a young man of fine presence and engaging 
manners, with the sure passport to his people’s heart of hon- 
orable wounds, he speedily became one of the most popular 
men in the community, and his foot was now firmly set on 
“the first round of the ladder.” 

It has been deemed not impertinent to set down here these 
personal details of his “years of preparation,” because, outside 
his family and the circle of his intimates, few people know 
little, if anything, about them. 


a In 1871, he married Miss Isobel L. Stewart, daughter of 


John Stewart, of “Brook Hill,” and, within a few years, so 
many large financial interests were confided to his manage- 
ment, that gradually he relinquished the active practice of his 


Philosophy. The catalogues of those years do not state the 
“Schools” in which he graduated. In 1907, Mr. Bryan received the 
degree of LL. D. from Washington and Lee University. 
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profession and entered upon his memorable career as a man 
of affairs. 

The story of his phenomenal success in that career, which 
death cut short in the fulness of beneficent fruition—his in- 
tuitive sagacity—quick decisive action, when once his mind 
was made up—his indomitable pluck and imperturbable“nerve,” 
when financial storm burst over the country—his prodigious 
industry and intelligent alertness—his inflexible integrity—his 
absolute observance of “the golden rule’—his large-hearted 
generosity—his happy secret of winning the confidence and 
affection of his men, who were proud to take his wage, and 
of imbuing them to a unique degree with his own enthusi- 
asm for the prosperous issue of the work in hand—his munifi- 
cent unselfishness in furthering every scheme for the moral 
and material advancement not only of his city and his county, 
but of the whole Commonwealth—all this has been told by his 
civic and industrial colleagues, who, following his initiative, 
worked in unison with him, and who, beyond all others, are 
able to speak with authority. 

It is, in truth, no exaggeration to say that, in his immediate 
industrial domain, he happily solved the vexed problem of 
“capital and labor.” Though an aristocrat by instinct and 
heredity, the humblest artisan never felt him condescend, for, 
with high and low alike, he was always his natural self, and 
amid all sorts and conditions of men “bore himself at man- 
hood’s simple level.” 

During the last ten years or more of his life, the mental 
and physical strain on him was enormous, but the spirit of the 
man was high and invincible to the end. 

He not only had on his hands the exclusive management 
for years of a great manufacturing plant, in which he and 
those near to him had a tremendous stake and on the success- 
ful maintenance of which depended the support of thousands 
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of bread-winners and their families, but, in addition, he shared 
the direction and control of so many large corporations, in- 
dustrial and otherwise, from New York to Alabama, that only 
the names of the more important may be enumerated here. 

Yet (and this is the paramount object-lesson of his noble 
life), he was never too busy to be accessible to the humblest 
of those who served him, white or black—never so absorbed, 
no matter what the stress of urgent engagements, as to turn 
a deaf ear to the cry of distress. The busy brain never held 
the mastery over the generous heart. The active hand was al- 
ways the open hand. Above all, he knew how to give, a thing 
that many of the most philanthropic never learn. It was because 
his was what Dante finely calls ‘the intellect-of love.” Those 
who came to him for help were given, in addition to the as- 
sistance sought, such words of unaffected sympathy, such 
kindly encouragement, that, not seldom, they carried away 
something still more precious than the gift itself—the lar- 
gess of a rekindled self-respect,a dawning hope, that ‘‘changes 
winter into spring.” 

No doubt, he often gave foolishly, as the world counts it. 
On that score remonstrance was hopeless. He used to laugh 
his cheery laugh and say, “Oh, well, I'll acknowledge it’s sel- 
fish, for, after all, I get so much more pleasure out of it than 
they possibly can.” 

Even in cases where there could be no question of pecuniary 
aid, his ready sympathy, his delicate perceptions, his high 
ideals of conduct, made him one of the wisest and most help- 
ful of counsellors in nice and difficult situations. 

Insensibly there arises before the inner eye that shining 
Vision that came to Abou Ren Adhem, when, awaking from 
his “dream of peace,” he sees an Angel in the flooding moon- 
light “writing in a book of gold,” and asks: 
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“What writest thou?’ The Vision raised its head; 
And, with a look made of all sweet accord, 
Answer’d—‘The names of those who love the Lord.’ 
‘And is mine one?’ said Abou, ‘Nay, not so!’ 
Replied the Angel. Abou spoke more low, 

But cheerly still, and said—I pray thee then, 

Write me as One that loves his fellow men!’ 

The Angel wrote and vanish’'d. The next night 

It came again, with a great wakening light, 

And show’d their names whom love of God had bless’d: 
And lo! Ben Adhem’s name led all the rest.” 


When we consider the long array of organizations—reli- 
gious, philanthropic, patriotic, social and economic—in which 
he was no mere “figure-head,” but an impelling force, it 
seems almost incomprehensible how he managed to find time 
to play the active part he did in so many, and such widely. 
varying, fields of business endeavor. 

Apart from his mechanical and industrial activities (such 
as the Schloss Sheffield Works, the American Locomotive Co., 
and others of like kind), he was a director in the Southern Raiti- 
way Company, director in the New York Equitable Life As- 
surance Association (this, at the express solicitation of Grover 
Cleveland, when Chairman of the “Committee on Reorganiza- 
tion”), a member of the Board of Visitors of the University 
of Virginia, a trustee of the “University Endowment Fund,” 
President of the Virginia Historical Society, member of the 
“Advisory Board” of the Association for the Preservation of 
Virginia Antiquities, a most active and munificent vestryman in 
two parishes (one in Henrico, and the other in Gloucester), 
a member of the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Vir- 
ginia, a delegate, year after year, to the Episcopal Council of 
Virginia, a delegate, from 1886 to the day of his death, 
to the General Convention of his church in the United 
States (which convened’ in Richmond two years ago, 
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owing in chief measure to his instance), a trustee of the 
“Episcopal High School,” a director of the “Jamestown Ex- 
position” (the chief management of which was twice pressed 
upon him and declined), and last, though by no means least, 
the controlling power in directing the policies of a great daily 
paper, of which he was sole owner. 

And it must be remembered that this takes no account of 
his almost numberless municipal and county activities, or of 
his “social duties,” which last were enormous to a man of 
his genial temperament, and wide acquaintance, to whom open- 
handed hospitality was an instinct and an inheritance, and who 
was never happier than when he could gather about him un- 
‘ler his own roof-tree kinsmen and comrades and friends. 

His fondness for entertaining amounted, indeed, well-nigh 
to a passion. At “Eagle Point” especially, whither he would 
steal away at times from the incessant demands of business 
for a week or ten days, his unbounded hospitality recalled 
to more than one of his guests of a past generation those 
palmy ante-bellum days, when Virginia squires, descendants 
of the men, who “rode with Spotswood ’round the land, and 
Raleigh ’round the seas,” still kept bright in our “Old Do- 
minion” by song and hunt and open board the brave tradi- 
tions of Yorkshire and of Devon. 

Though an ardent “Churchman,” and, beyond question, the 
most influential layman of his communion in the diocese, he 
was absolutely free from anything savoring of ecclesiastical 
narrowness or sectarian prejudice. No Baptist nor Presby- 
terian, nor Methodist, no Jew nor Gentile (be his creed what 
it might), no Salvation Army “Captain” nor negro evan- 
gelist, ever came to him in vain, seeking aid to further the 
cause of the Master. Not only did he eagerly open his purse 
to them, but, in some unaccountable fashion, he found the 
time to listen patiently to their plans, to discuss these plans 
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minutely, and to give them freely of the rich stores of his ex- 
perience as a man of affairs. When the Union Seminary 
(Presbyterian) was moved from Hampden-Sidney to Rich- 
mond, he was one of the most liberal subscribers to the fund 
necessary for the undertaking, and his last appearance in 
public (ten days before his death, when he was so ill that 
he could scarcely stand) was to urge upon his fellow-citizens 
the completion of the endowment fund for the “Greater 
Richmond College” (Baptist), to which he himself had made 
an almost princely contribution. 

Of all the secular organizations which claimed his active 
interest and service, the chief in his affections was our His- 
torical Society, which was the constant recipient of his lavish 
benefactions and of which he was for so many years the ef- 
ficient President. It was largely through his influence that 
Mrs. Stewart, of “Brook Hill,” and her daughters made to the 
Society the munificent donation of a permanent home (the 
old residence of General Robert E. Lee), and it is an open 
eecret that, had he lived, he purposed to erect a fire-proof an- 
nex to the “Society House” as a secure repository for our 
manuscript treasures. 

Scarceless less keen, however, was his interest in the affairs 
of our sister Society, the “Association for the Preservation of 
l’irginia Antiquities, to whose members it must prove a grate- 
ful, if mournful, reflection that one of the last of his many 
benefactions was made to them, when he and his wife pre- 
sented to the Association a superb bronze statue (to be un- 
veiled soon on Jamestown Island) of his pet hero, the virtual 
founder of Virginia—the man of blood and iron, “John Smith 
of Willoughbie juxta Alford in the Countie of Lincolne.” 

Paramount, indeed, of all earthly sensibilities (save love of 
family), was his devotion to his mother-state. It was no ab- 
stract sentiment, but the passionate personal loyalty that a 
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Hielander of the eighteenth century felt for the chief of his 
clan, and, from boyhood to gracious age, burned with a deep 
and steady glow. He was saturated with her history and tradi- 
tions. In the moments of leisure that came to him, he never 
tired of reading or discussing some book dealing with her 
genesis and development, and in his noble library at ‘‘La- 
burnum " is to be found a priceless collection of “Virginiana,” 
which, in point of completeness and rareness, stands un- 
rivalled of any collection, public or private, in America. 

His intimates will long recall how the color would steal 
into his cheek and the fire kindle in his luminous eye, as 
some eloquent speaker would recount the pre-eminent part 
that Virginia had played in establishing the new nation and 
in shaping its destines for years after—how breathlessly he 
hung upon the glowing periods portraying the instant readi- 
ness of her people—down through all the centuries, whether 
under Nathaniel Bacon or under Robert Lee—to attest by 
their blood their devotion to those principles, which men of 
their breed had wrested from John at Runnymede. 

He loved to hear recounted, and to recount in turn, stories 
of the beautiful and gracious old civilization, which he had 
seen swept away by war and the subsequent shabby tide of 
“Progress.” Though unconscious of it, he himself was, in 
his generation, a consummate Hower of that civilization, which, 
in the old Roman phrase, “was of its own kind,” and to which, 
despite his twentieth-century spirit of enterprise, he always 
turned with wistful eyes. 

Once, when we were travelling together in the far South 
and our talk was of the proper ambitions in life, he turned to 
the writer and said with the most perfect simplicity, “of earthly 
things, my highest ambition is to live and die as becomes a 
Virginia gentleman.” 

Doubtless, it seemed to those of a younger generation that, 
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in his passionate loyalty, this man of ardent temperament 
somewhat idealized the picture that he drew of those brave 
old days, but he had seen with his own eyes, in his boyhood 
and young manhood, its high-bred simplicity, its generous 
courage, its unfailing courtesies to gentle and simple alike, 
its reverence for women, its simple faith in things religious, 
and he believed with all the fervor of his soul that it was the 
highest and finest type of civilization in the western world. 
He held with Emerson that “the true test of civilization is 
not the census or the size of the cities, nor the crops—no, 
but the kind of men the country turns out.” Tried by this 
test, Virginia civilization need fear comparison with none 
other on earth. 


As to slavery, he had seen only the gracious, kindly side of 
it, as actually administered in Virginia and not as grotesquely 
caricatured in “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” Like the great major- 
ity of gentle folk in Virginia, his family had long regarded 
slavery as wrong in principle, if beneficent in practice, and as 
an economic blunder, the remedy for which lay in gradual 
emancipation. In his father’s and mother’s tmmediate fam- 
ily connection, the opinions of John Randolph of Roanoke 
(his father’s “foster-father,” his mother’s “dearest uncle’), 
naturally counted for much—of even greater weight were the 
views of his mother’s grandfather, the learned and accom- 
plished St. George Tucker, a judge of the General Court, 
who had succeeded George Wythe as professor of law at Wil- 
liam and Mary College, and who afterwards became Presi- 
dent of the Court of Appeals and a United States Circuit 
Judge. He remembered that as early as 1796, St. George 
Tucker had published his “Dissertation on Slavery with a Prop- 
osition for its Gradual Abolition in Virginia—that John Ran- 
dolph in his will had manumitted all his slaves, stating in 
that last testament that he “greatly regretted that he had ever 
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been the owner of one’’—that Randolph’s brother Richard 
(the language of whose will is even more emphatic as to the 
evils of the system) had done the same, as had Edmund Ran- 
dolph at the time of his resignation as Washington’s Secretary 
of State. 

But he also remembered, with a sort of righteous indigna- 
tion, and with a virile scorn, the mawkish maunderings of the 
self-righteous Pharisees, who, harping on “the blot of slavery,” 
derided Virginia’s claim to a high civilization. 

He had at his finger’s end the whole story of how Colonial 
Virginia repeatedly during the eighteenth century tried to 
rid herself of the moral and economic burden, but had always 
been estopped by the mother-country—how in the Convention 
of 1787, that framed the Constitution, Virginia’s efforts to 
put a sharp and definitive stop to the slave-trade, had been de- 
feated by the votes of the New England delegates—finally, 
how the carefully matured plans of the leading men of the 
Commonwealth put forward in 1831-32 to bring about grad- 
ual emancipation, had been wrecked by the insolent and ag- 
gressive interference of the fanatics, who afterwards reviled 
her as a “slave-holding oligarchy.” 

His own relations with the large number of colored ser- 
vants employed both at “Laburnum” and at his plantation, 
“Eagle Point,’’ were quite those of ante-bellum days, when 
the master was the friend, supporter and defender, and the 
servant (they were never called “slaves” by gentle-folk in the 
old days) proudly regarded himself as a member of the 
family. His affectionate personal interest in them, when ill 
or in trouble of any sort, was constant—his benefactions in- 
numerable, extending even to their relatives not in his 
employ. In turn, they simply worshipped “Mars’ Joe,” as 
they always called him (“freedom” or no “freedom”), and, 
when the end came, eight of these faithful servitors ten- 
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derly bore him, shoulder high, to his last resting place, in 
the quiet country churchyard, on a spot overlooking a typica! 
lowland Virgina landscape—the land he loved best. 

His services to his city, to his county, and to the State 
cannot be detailed here. In time, the actual record of them 
will most probably be known to few beyond determined stu- 
dents or “the curious.” 

But they will long endure as a great tradition. 

He was never in public life, as the term is commonly 
understood, nor did he hold any public office of importance. 

Yet he was reckoned the first citizen not only of Richmond, 
but of the whole Commonwealth. 

No such private funeral was ever seen in the State, though 
the simple rites were held in a country church several miles 
from the city. 

But, while not holding public office, he frequently spoke at 
great public meetings, and his words always carried tre- 
mendous weight. He was not so much an orator in the high- 
est sense of the word, as he was a most persuasive and 
convincing speaker—his frankness won good-will and his trans- 
parent honesty carried conviction. His manner was singu- 
larly simple, earnest, virile, without a touch of that artificial 
gravity, that so many “weighty orators” and “ripe divines” 
see fit to assume in delivering themselves of ponderous plati- 
tudes. 

He wrote quite as well as he spoke, and when any “burning 
question” kindled the eager interest of the people, the leading 
articles, easily recognized as from his pen, in the great jour- 
nal he controlled, were accepted, even by those opposed to 
him, as the candid utterances of a man, who had made con- 
scientious investigation, and, who, with an eye single to the 
honor and well-being of city, State or country, presented to 
them the truth as apprehended by a clear head and an honest 
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He would resolutely put aside the most pressing business 
matters to thus give editorial expression to his convictions, 
whenever he deemed that the public weal demanded it, for 
he was no opportunist, but held to Archbishop Whately’s 
admirable precept that “it is not enough to believe what you 
maintain, but you must maintain what you believe, and main- 
tain it because you believe it.” 

Here, as in his public speaking, he struck straight from the 
shoulder, but never “below the belt,” for, as has just been 
said, even his political opponents, while regarding him, as 
they did every other independent thinker, as a wrong-headed 
doctrinaire, allowed that he was scrupulously fair. 

There was, however, one exception, and the incident is 
worth recalling, as it made a profound impression at the time. 

Some subordinate on the staff of his paper, “The Times’ 
(for it was before the days of the consolidated “Times-Dis- 
patch”), wrote an account of what had taken place at a meet- 
ing of the “City Democratic Committee.” A member of that 
committee took umbrage at the printed report and immediately 
demanded a retraction from the editor. Mr. Bryan had not 
even seen the article, but he at once made careful investiga- 
tion, satisfied himself that his subordinate had reported the 
proceedings accurately, and declined to make any correction or 
apology. The aggrieved politician, thereupon, demanded “the 
satisfaction usual among gentlemen.” Mr. Bryan, with a cour- 
age that few can realize to-day, promptly declined the chal- 
lenge in a letter that is a model of courtesy, firmness and 
cogent reasoning, the blended spirit of an humble Christian 
and fearless citizen, sworn to maintain the law, breathing 
through every line of it. 

Duelling, many sober-minded people still think, had its 
undoubted uses in an earlier stage of society, but, in the evolu- 
tion of manners, those uses had passed. “D’autres temps, 
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d’autres mocurs,” as Voltaire pithily says. In Virginia, “the 
code” may be said to have received its mortal wound from the 
tragic Mordecai-McCarty duel—the refusal of a man of 
Mr. Bryan’s unquestioned courage to accept a challenge, gave 
it the coup-de-grace. 

To those who possessed the privilege of his intimate per- 
sonal friendship, it is but sober truth to declare that his loss is 
irreparable. Other civic leaders as public-spirited as he, will, no 
doubt, arise again, but to his old companions-in-arms, whose 
faces have long since been turned towards the westering sun, 
there can never be another “Joe’’ Bryan. They loved him so 
dearly, apart from admiration, because he made them feel that 
their affection was returned with like intensity and with an 
invincible fidelity. 

In what is called general society, he will be missed longer 
than falls to lot of most men in this prosaic age. He was 
possessed of a singularly handsome person (the outward and 
visible sign of the inward refinement and nobility of his char- 
acter), a happy knack of saying those charming “nothings,” 
that yet count for so much, an infectious gayety of spirit, a 
certain boyish ingenuousness and eagerness at times, and with 
never the faintest touch of supercilious condescension. 

It was said of the late Lord Houghton that he never came 
into a room without making every man and woman in it have 
a kindlier feeling for each other. That is a beautiful thing 
to be said of any one, and it was absolutely true in the case of 
“Joe” Bryan. He seemed to diffuse, as it were, a sort of 
social sunshine wherever he might be—to create an atmos- 
phere of courtesy, refinement and good-will, as he went along 
the pleasant ways of the world. He carried the same air with 
him when he slipped away to enter the sombre abodes of want 
and misery and lightened their gloom by the radiance of his 
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Who of us, indeed, can ever forget the compelling charm of 
that presence in all social intercourse—his air of distinction— 
the unconscious urbanity, that in some nameless way suggests 
aristocratic birth—his “Old World” courtesy to women—his 
winning smile, that could so subtly express either affection or 
amusement—the kindly greeting in “the eyes whose sunshine 
runs before the lips’—his unaffected modesty—his lively play 
of mind, and those flying shafts of nimble wit that never left 
a sting. 

But, after all, it was with three or four of his intimates 
grouped around his generous board that he was seen at his 
best as a charming host. There, under his own roof-tree, one 
best discerned the manifold and enchanting graces of his 
private life. 

He possessed a keen’zest for everything which makes life 
enjoyable, and had an instinctive talent for eliciting the best 
that was in his guests. He delighted in ‘‘chaff” and in that ad- 
mirable “nonsense,” which is the small change of thorough 
good-fellowship. He had a large fund of anecdote himself. 
and was the most sympathetic of listeners when a good story 
was told. 

As no coarse thought ever found lodgment in his pure soul, 
so no coarse word ever passed his lips. An “improper story” 
—not, of course, told at his board, but elsewhere in the world 
of men—always froze him—though even then he never for- 
got his innate courtesy. But there was just a hint of austerity 
in his manner, that caused the lively raconteur never to try 
the experiment again in his presence. 

His face was singularly mobile and almost instantly 
betrayed any strong emotion that possessed him. 


At times, in intimate personal talk (@ deux), when the 
generous heart and busy brain were devising some beneficence, 
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that must prove its own reward, one might mark, for a fleeting 
moment, a look of exaltation, a sort of spiritual radiance, that 
made his face beautiful and noble beyond the compass of 
words, 


In the midst of the poignant sorrow of the present, there 
is surely some adumbration of comfort in the thought—nay, 
in the assured belief—that the glory of that rapt expression, 
that ethereal radiance, which transfigured his countenance 
here only at rare and intermittent moments, is no longer evan- 
escent “in the land beyond the stars,” but glows with ever 
steadier glow, forever and forever, in the light supernal, now 
that the mortal has put on immortality. 


His married life was ideally full and happy, but there are 
matters too sacred to be more than alluded to in print, espec- 
ially when one is honored with the confidence of the living. 
Rash, indeed, would be the hand, that would seek to rend the 
veil from the sanctities of that beautiful home-life, which was, 
in truth, the very citadel of his aspirations and affections. It 
may be said, however, without impertinence, that, though he 
had reached three score years and more, he kept in absolute 
touch with the younger generation, and his affectionate 
camaraderie with his own sons and his playfulness with his 
grandchildren was lovely thing to see. 


Before the beauty of his Christian life, one pauses abashed, 
and almost fears to speak at all. 

The writer can only set down again the few halting lines, 
that he wrote, through blinding tears, the very night that this 
guileless spirit passed away and left us desolate. 

If to labor is to pray— if to visit the fatherless and the 
widow and bind up the broken-hearted and keep one’s self 
unspotted from the basenesses of the world, be, in truth, pure 
religion and undefiled,—then are we sure that, when “the one 
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clear call” came, this gentle and fearless spirit “crossed the 
bar” with no misgiving, but went with the glad alacrity and 
unquestioning faith of a little child to “meet his Pilot face to 
face.” 

When his old comrades stood by his coffin, and, shaken with 
sobs, looked down on that gracious figure, “hushed in the 
alabaster arms of death” and clad in the simple jacket of gray, 
in which, more than forty years agone, he had swept through 
the dust and sweat of battle, storming into the fight in all the 
joyous valor of his youth—gazing on his delicate patrician 
features, clear cut as a Sicilian cameo and accentuated into 
an even finer beauty than that they wore in life—surely there 
must have flashed through the mind of more than one of them 
those words that Shakespeare puts into the mouth of Glou- 
cester touching the dead king: 


A sweeter and a lovelier gentleman 
Framed in the prodigality of nature. . . 
The spacious world cannot again afford. 


“Life is an instrument with many stops,” and, good player 
that he was, he used the best of them with couragé, constancy, 
vigor and discernment. In his young manhood, he knew what 
it was to be very poor—he came, in later years, to know what 
it was to be very rich, but the sweetness of his nature and 
the vigor of his soul disdained to consider the temptations 
that both offer, and he remained, through storm and sunshine, 
just the same—his own simple self—pure, fearless, just, 
generous, and loving. 

Those who did not know him, if their eyes ever chance to 
light on these pages, will say that what has been set down 
here is all mere eulogy. No doubt, it will sound like eulogy 
to them. Yet every word of it is simple truth, only marred 
in the telling, for to those who knew him as he really was, any 
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portrait, drawn by even the most “practiced hand,” must prove 
at best but a blurred semblance of the noble gentleman, whose 
simple, unselfish, godly life disdains, as it were, ali human 
panegyric. 

And now we have lost that bright and vigorous and lovable 
personality, that represented to not a few of us so much of the 
joy of life. 

As is the inexorable law of being, even the memory of that 
radiant figure shall first grow dim, and then altogether die out, 
as the men and women of his generation pass away, unless, in- 
deed, a grateful capital shall seek to perpetuate in enduring 
bronze the form and figure of one justly counted the greatest 
citizen of the Commonwealth in his day and generation. 

Whether this be done or not, the tradition of his robust and 
gentle virtues and of his manifold activities for the well- 
being of his State and his people, must, we repeat, long 
endure. 

To some of us it was given to know him long and well—to 
sympathize with his enthusiasms and to take pride in his 
achievements—above all to discern the beauty of his daily life, 
that still lives on “in hearts he touched with fire.” 

To the least of these, it has seemed a pious duty to set 
down, even if in homeliest fashion, what he himself saw and 
knew of this vivid and beneficent personality, to the end that 
future generations shall have something more than mere tradi- 
tion offered them, when they inquire how this noble “Virginia 
Worthy” lived and died. 

For his public service they must seek the public record. 

And when the young Virginian of a hundred years to come | 
shall bend over the page that chronicles the history of his 
mother-state, and shall scan with kindling eye and flushing 
cheek the long roll of those, who have made her “glorious by 
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the pen” and “famous by the sword,” though he shall see there 
greater names, which, perchance, may quicker stir the pulse’s 
play, yet shall he see there none worthier of his reverence or of 
his emulation than the name of JosEPpH Bryan. 


W. Gorpon McCase. 


[Note.—This paper was prepared at the special request of the 
Executive Committee of the Virginia Historical Society]. 
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